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THE ‘FAIR SHARE’ PLAN* OF FUND-RAISING 
AGAIN PROVIDES 
EXTRAORDINARY ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
IN MARCH 1958 


ST. GERTRUDE’S PARISH IN MADEIRA, OHIO, (a suburb of Cincinnati): 
This Parish pledged $217,000 in the $10,500,000 ‘Fair Share’ Campaign 


for High Schools in the Greater Cincinnati Area completed last June. 


Its own urgent need for a new church and four new classrooms 
prompted Reverend James G. Joyce, O.P., Pastor, and his 


advisers, to seek our aid. 


In full recognition of the fact that their pledges to the High School Campaign must continue 
for another 20 months, St. Gertrude’s Parishioners pledged $500,000 more in a ‘Fair 
Share’ Campaign completed in March, 1958—on a goal of $400,000. The average gift 
in this Campaign was $800.00. 


BISHOP MIEGE MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL: Ina ‘Fair Share’ Campaign three years 


ago, $1,000,000 was pledged among four Parishes in Johnson County, Kansas. 


In March, 1958, smmediately following the end of the payment period of this Campaign 
another ‘Fair Share’ Campaign with the same appeal, among the same Parishes and 
one additional Parish, resulted in $1,350,000 pledged on an objective of $1,250,000. 


All other ‘Fair Share’ Campaigns completed in 1958 were over-subscribed. 


CONSULTATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


New Address—Enlarged Headquarters! 


THOMAS RICHARD FINN ; 
AND ASSOCIATES FAIR SHARE® 


314 East 51 Street Sonny A, 
Kansas City 12, Missouri Y, 


RANSAS CITT, missouns 


Telephone: Plaza 3-4155 egg 2s Ay FINN 


eed US 


*Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 








He Homitetic aNp Pastorat Review (Monthly), LVI, No. 8 (May, 1958). Copyright 1958 by Joseph F. Wagne: 
Ine., 53 Park Place, New York. Second-class mail privileges authorized at New York, N. Y.. with additiona 
entry at Eastun, Penne. Subscriptions to the U. S. $6.00 per annum. $625 in Canada 
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Ready Made Priest Cassocks 


Roman or Semi-Jesuit Style Cassocks — 
for the Clergy and Seminarian 
Our Ready Made Cassocks are available in sizes as listed in the 
chart below. We do not make alterations. Ready Made Cassocks 
are sold subject to your approval and may be returned within five 
days if you are not satisfied. 

Panama-Visco-Acetate Material 50% Dacron — 50% Visco- 
Crease resistant, light weight, . Acetate Material ; 
durable, has the appearance of Light weight, good quality, 
fine woolens. Guaranteed fast wrinkle resistant, stain repellent, 







dye. Guaranteed fast dye. 
Roman or comer or 
Semi-Jesuit Semi-Jesuit 
Style Cassock .. $25.00 Style Cassock .. $32.50 
Sash for Semi-Jesuit Cassock Sash for Semi-Jesuit Cassock 
is additional. is additional. 


No. 4B-17 Tie-on-Sash $3.25 ec. No. 4B-16 Snap-on-Sash $4.50 ea, 


16 SIZES LISTED BELOW IN SEMI-JESUIT OR ROMAN STYLE 
(either material.) 
When ordering please specify style and number desired. 

































Back Chest Collar Sleeve 
No. Meas. Meas. Size Length 
B5638 56 in. 38 in. 15 in. 32 in. 
B5640 56 in. 40 in. 1514 in. 32 in. 
B5642 56 in. 42 in. 16 in. 32 in. 
i 16!)4 in 32 in 
15 in. 32.4 in 
1514 in. 324 in 
16 in 32 in 
16\4 in 32) in 
1714 in 32 in 
15 in 334 in 
1514 in. 334 in 
16 in. 3314 in 
1614 in. 33), in. . 
‘ ye a &. No. 4B Roman Style No. 4B Semi-Jesuit Style 
1614 i 34 mg Ready Made Cassock Ready Made Cassock 
com ia. $25.00 — $32.50 $25.00 — $32.50 





Alter Bogs \MPLETE OUTFITS 


THREE DISTINCTIVE STYLES ATTRACTIVELY PRICED 

Choice of black, red, white, purple or green Cassocks 
(A) No. B11. Buttonless (B) No. B10. Back View (C) No. B10. Front View 
Belt-On Altar Boy Cas- —Roman Style Altar Boy of Button-On-Style Altar 
sock has hook-and-eye Cassock patented remov- Boy Cassock. Cape and 


collar and belt front. able toggle buttons. Sash additional. 

Cassock Poplin Poplin Poplin Correct 

Age Down Back Button-on Belt-on Zipper Length of 
Cassock Measurement No. B10,Ea. No. B11, Ea. No.B12,Ea. Surplice 
8 Yrs. 40 in. $8.00 _w# $8.00 $8.50 18 in. 
9 Yrs. 42in. ww 8.50 SS 8.50 9.00 20 in. 
10 Yrs. 44in. “3 9.00 2 9.00 9.50 20 in. 
11 Yrs. 46in. 5&3 9.25 es 9.25 9.75 20 in. 
12 Yrs. 48in. ¢% 9.75 22 9.75 10.25 22 in. 
13 Yrs. 50in. 32 10.75 5S 10.75 11.25 22 in. 
14 Yrs. 52in. 9S 11.00 SL 11.00 11.50 22 in. 
15 Yrs. 54in. 57 11.50 28 11.50 12.00 24 in. 
16 Yrs. 56in. 8 12.00 ©= 12.00 12.50 24 in. 
17 Yrs. 58in. SSB 12.50 XL 12.50 13.0 24 in. 
18 Yrs. 60 in. 13.25 22 13.25 13.75 26 in. 
19 Yrs. 62 in. 14.00 14.00 14.50 26 in. 


For Cassocks larger than standard sizes shown above please write for price 
Please specify STYLE * COLOR « SIZE when ordering 





(D) No. B71. Altar Boy Surplice. Fine wearing 
Marquisette with lace. Made extra full. Length 
a oe Neca ba cocoa n eee $4.50 
No. B70. Same as No. B71 but without lace. 
Length 18 to 24 inch. Each . . $3. 

(E) No. B60. Altar Boy Surplice. Light weight 
cotton material. Sanforized. Made extra full. 
Length 18 to 24 inch. Each .... .$3.25 
No. B61. Same as No. BGO but with lace. Made 
extra full. Length 18 to 24 inch. Each ....$4.25 
(F) No. B62. Rubrical Altar Boy Surplice. San- 
forized. Rubrical banding in all church colors, 
made extra full. Specify color banding desired 
when ordering. Length 18 to 24 inch. Each $5.75 
Size 26 inch 50¢ additional 
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Needlecraft \BSTMENTS 


BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


The combination of skilled handwork with material of unusual beauty 
and rich embroidered bandings explain why Hansen’s Needlecraft Vest- 
ments are recognized as the Standard of Excellence. These American made 
vestments vie in artistic achievement with importations and are most attrac- 
tively priced. Your inquiries regarding your vestment requirements are 


invited without obligation. 





(B) No. Y¥6350. Brocaded Satin 
Damask. “Eagle and It’s Young” 
design (symbolical of Christ’s 
care of His Followers). Banding 
of Satin and Rayon threads. Fur- 
nished in all Church colors. Em- 
broidered emblem to match in 
IHS or AXPO design. 


Lined Only 
Roman Chasuble ....... $73.25 
memnee COO... «i020 105.75 
Roman Dalmatics ...... 165.75 
Benediction Veil ....... 47.00 
Preaching Stole ........ 18.25 
Gothic Chasuble ....... 104.75 
eg ee 109.50 
Gothic Dalmatics ....... 179.25 


(C) No. ¥6326. Brocaded Satin 
Damask. PX Palm Leaves de- 
sign material. Furnished in all 
Church colors. Gold metal wov- 
en angel design banding. Gold 
metal cloth IHS or AXPO em- 
blem to match. 


Lined Only 
Roman Chasuble ....... $77.75 
Roman Cope ... 06... 107.25 
Roman Dalmatics ...... 191.25 
Benediction Veil ....... 44.75 
Preaching Stole ........ 17.25 
Gothic Chasuble ....... 109.75 
Gotha Coe... 266... 108.50 
Gothic Dalmatics ....... 207.25 


a) HANSEN 


23.NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, 


(A) No. ¥6340. Large Cross design Dam- 
ask material. Furnished in all Church 
colors. Woven Chalice design banding. 
Furnished with either IHS or AXPO 


emblem to match. 
Unlined Lined 


Roman Chasuble ..... $49.75 $54.50 
Roman Cope .......%. 65.25 76.25 
Roman Dalmatics .... . 111.00 124.00 
Benediction Veil ..... 27.00 32.25 
Preaching Stole .. LINED ONLY 12.25 
Gothic Chasuble ..... 64.75 75.25 
Goatite Cope 2. .666c: 68.50 78.75 
Gothic Dalmatics ..... 123.00 134.75 


(D) No. Y6655. Brocaded Damask An- 
gel Wing design material. Furnished in 
all Church colors. Woven Cross design 
banding. Embroidered IHS or AXPO 
emblem to match. 


Unlined Lined 
Roman Chasuble - - $41.50 $47.00 
Roman Cope ....----: 53.50 63.50 
Roman Dalmatics: - - - - 83.50 94.50 
Benediction Veil ---.- 22-75 27.50 
Preaching Stole . LINED ONLY 9.50 
Gothic Chasuble . - - - - - 54.75 62.50 
Gothic Cope ....----- 57-50 67.50 
Gothic Dalmatics ...-- 96.00 —_ 108.00 


(E) No. ¥6305. Brocaded Celanese, Cru- 
cifixion design material, Woven Cross 
design Banding. Furnished in all Church 
colors IHS or AXPO Emblem to match. 


Unlined Lined 
Roman Chasuble ..... $47.50 $53.00 
Roman Cope ........ 65.00 76.75 
Roman Dalmatics ..... 99.75 114.50 
Benediction Veil ..... 25.50 31.00 
Preaching Stole .. LINED ONLY 11.00 
Gothic Chasuble ...... 64.00 73.50 
tote Came ....6 sca 69.00 78.75 
Gothic Dalmatics ..... 116.00 129.75 








D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


Telephone FRanklin 2-8750 





CUSTOM HAND-TAILORED BY THE HOUSE z HANSEN 


Assured Quality and Distinctiveness Without Extravagance 
There is no question that a garment hand-tailored to your individual measurements 
is more comfortable and better fitting. Let your next Cassock be a HANSEN Cassock. 
Prices start at $69.50. Write for samples of material and easy self-measurement blank. 


(A) The simplicity of the lines of 

Hansen’s design Roman Style Cas- 

sock is highly recommended. 

(B) The Semi-Jesuit Style Cassock 

has a convenient buttonless front, 

Roman form fitting back. 

(C) A Clerical Cloak is more 

distinctive than an overcoat when 

worn over a cassock. Tailored in 

either Gabardine or Kersey with 

velvet collar or collar of same ma- 

terial. Made with or without arm- 

slits. 

(D) The Ferraiolone is worn in 

the Pulpit and at commencement 

exercises, banquets and receptions. 

Purple for Bishops and Right Rev- 

erend Monsignori, black for Very 

Reverend Monsignori and Clergy. 
eee 

No. A969 

All-Wool Basketweave Cloth. Light 

weight. For year round wear. 

No. A990 

All-Wool Worsted Cloth. Medium 

weight. Wrinkle resistant. 

No. A986 

All-Wool Tropic Weave Cloth. 

Light weight. Porous Weave. 

No. A938 

All-Wool Gabardine Cloth. Heavy 

weight. Long wearing. 

No. A953 

Panama Weave Cloth. Visco- 

Acetate. Light weight. Fine weave. 

No. A954 

Covette Cloth. Rayon and acetate. 

Medium weight. 











Jha busc o£ HANSEN 


23_.N0. FRANKLIN .ST...GHIGAGO 6 


(E) The Purple Roman Cloak is 
tailored of purple light weight ma- 
terial. Piping of gold metal cord for 
Bishops, red metal cord for Do- 
mestic Prelates. 


(F) The House Cassock has Cape 
attached and additional half sleeves. 
Trimmed with red or purple piping 
and buttons according to rank of 
Prelate. 


(G) The Choir Cassock without 
train is worn by Bishops and Mon- 
signori. Illustrated with Mozetta 
and Rochet as worn by a Bishop. 


(H) The Cappa Magna, worn bya 
Bishop, is illustrated with fur Cape 
and lace Rochet. Fur Cape available 
in Ermine or Coney. 

eee 
No. A956 
Faille Weave Rayon Cloth. Light 
weight. Dressy and durable. 
No. A951 
Pure Silk Cloth. Light weight. Ideal 
for summer and travel. 
No. A911 
All-Wool Imported Serge Cloth 
from France. Light weight. 
No. A987 
All-Wool Imported Panama Cloth 
from Belgium. Light weight. 
No. A946 
Imported Silk-Warp Henrietta 
Cloth from Switzerland. The finest. 


WRITE FOR SAMPLES OF MATERIALS AND EASY SELF- 
MEASUREMENT BLANK — PRICES START AT $69.50 


D. B..HANSEN & SONS 


Telephone FRanklin 2-8750 
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(A) No. F7 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, eyelet 
Cross design, per yard....... $4.00 
(B) No. F15 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, Cross 
Gemgn, PEF YAIG.... 06 66cscss $4.50 
(C) No. F9 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, Cross 
design, per yard... .....6...« $5.30 
(D) No. F8 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, IHS de- 
SR, EE PAIS 60556 dbs ce acews $4.30 
(E) No. F6* Altar Cloth. Medium 
weight linen, hemstitched with lace, 
per yard $3.75 
No. F5* Altar Cloth. Medium weight 
linen, hemstitched without lace, per 
SS SR re ee ery. $3.25 
No. F4* Altar Cloth. Medium weight 
linen, without lace or hemstitching, 
>). See $3.00 
(E)* Two inch hem on sides and 
front. One inch hem on back. 

(F) No. F601 Alb. Light weight 
linen top. Fine quality lace, embroid- 


ered with IHS design ...... $21.75 
No. F601 Surplice to match Alb. 
siipiriac ek auc Ron caokes ace alae $24.50 


(G) No. 505 Alb. Light weight 
linen with 6-inch bands of heavy 
Filet Lace at bottom and insertion. 
si ac SAS agar ak utara $19.25 
No. F503 Alb, as above, with lace at 
bottom only $16.75 
No. F503 Lace Surplice to match Alb. 
$13.25 
No. F 504 Alb, as above, with in- 
re $16.75 
No. F504 Surplice to match Alb. 
$13.75 
(H) No. F509 Alb. Light weight 
linen with richly embellished 12-inch 
lace of Cross. IHS and Grape design 


WG a ee reece $32.50 
No. F509 Surplice to match Alb. 
Aer ene eee $43.00 


No. 501 Alb. Plain light weight 
linen (Not illustrated) ....$15.00 
Surplice to match...;...... 


Joe Mouse of HANSEN 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 


Imported Select Quality Pure Irish Linen 


Altar Cloths — Priest Albs and Surplices 


Altar Linens — Linen by the Yard 
When ordering Altar Cloths, specify finished length, 
including side drops, and finished width including front 
drop. Made to order only and are not returnable. Two 
inch hem on sides and one inch hem on back. Maximum 
width 32 inches including front drop. 


(1) No. F502 Alb. Light weight 
linen, cross design embroidered 
banding. Guaranteed fast colors — 
Red, Green, Black, Purple and Yel- 
low. Please state color desired. 

$21.00 


bebe g heeds esseee eneaeed $16.50 


(J) No. F925 Surplice. Embroidered 
non-wrinkling sheer celanese. Ideal 
for traveling purposes...... $14.00 
No. F850 Surplice. Plain non-wrink- 
ling sheer celanese ......... $8.25 


(K) No. F900 Surplice. Fine quality 
lace, embroidered with IHS and 
CE CE sien cinwacnes $31.50 
No. F900 Alb to match Surplice. 


Light weight linen top ..... $25.50 
(L) Fl ee e"* 
ere $2.80 $3.00 $ 

Corporal ..... 120 135 1.73 
Purificator .... .85 95 1.20 
y ae 1.30 1.50 1.70 
Finger Towel.. .85 95 1.20 


Stole Collar .. .40 45 65 
Fl Plain Hem *F2 Hemstitched 
**F3 Hemstitched With Lace 


PURE IRISH LINEN BY THE YARD 


(M) 36 inches wide 

No. FO* Light weight, yd. ...... $1.19 
No. F8** Medium weight, yd. .... 1.47 
No. F4** Heavy weight, yd. ..... 1.69 
No. F2* Handkerchief wt., yd. .. 1.59 


* For light weight Albs and Surplices 
** For Altar Cloths, Altar Linens, Priest 
Albs and Surplices. 





D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


FRanklin. 2-8/750 


Telephone 








CComMUNICATIONS FROM Our Reapers 





A Third Limerick 


I.pIToR: 

I was deeply appreciative of Fr. Paul 
Rust’s fine tribute to Msgr. Ronald 
Knox in your February issue. 

Fr. Rust’s use of the two Limericks 
shows him to be a man with a sense of 
humor akin to the Monsignor’s own. 
Having studied the theories of Bishop 
Berkeley in my college days, I was 
prompted to send a copy of the article 
to my former Epistemology teacher, 
Prof. Daniel MacDonald of St. Mi- 
chael’s College, Winooski Park, Ver- 
mont. Prof. MacDonald’s reply took 
the form of a third and _ original 
Limerick which I pass on. 


Though Knox found it amusing 

In verse against Berkeley abusing 

The esse perceptual 

Has become so effectual 

It’s now the one most are using. 
BERNARD Woop, 8.8.F. 


St. Edmund’s Seminary, 
Burlington, Vermont 


Again: Steady Dating 
EDITOR: 

I am very grateful to Father Connors 
for the courteous reply he has made to 
my objections.* Since he addresses 
some very pointed questions to me per- 
sonally, I feel obliged to reply lest I 

* Fy, Charles Connors, C.S.Sp., wrote “Teen- 
Agers ‘Going Steady’: Whose Problem?” for 
our Dee. 1957 issue. The present correspond- 
ent took issue in HPR, Jan. 1958, and. Fr. 
Connors replied in the following issue. 


738 


seem to consent. In addition, the issue 
at stake is of the gravest importance, 
so that we should take every means to 
arrive at the correct solution. 

Since a mere point-by-point rejoinder 
could easily lead to indefinitely repeated 
interchanges, perhaps it would help 
more toward a final solution to set the 
points at issue into the positive frame- 
work of the fundamental principles in- 
volved. There are two large areas in 
question: proximate occasions of sin; 
scandal. 

The definitions of theologians of 
proximate occasions vary somewhat, 
but that given by Noldin would, it 
seems, be rather generally acceptable 
(Summa Theol. Moralis, 25th ed., ILI, 
+399): “. that is called proximate 
in which the danger of sinning is grave, 
in which therefore people generally 
(plerumque) sin.” Similarly, Tanque- 
rey (Synopsis Theol. Moralis, 11th ed., 
[, #531) defines it as an occasion which 
“constitutes a grave danger of sinning, 
so that those in it frequently fall.” All 
authors then go on to explain that some 
occasions are necessary, others volun- 
tary. When the occasion is not in itself 
asin (as often happens), then one may 
enter it if he has a reason for entering 
proportioned to the danger incurred. 
Hence, engaged couples, who have a 
grave reason for company-keeping may, 
with proper precautions, undertake such 
a risk. (Even then there are limits. 
For if all else fails, then the words of 
Christ apply: “If thy right eye is an 
occasion of sin to thee, pluck it out.’’) 


































Contemporary ang 
Trad tiona! 


...in matching custom and standard 
iH designs... the most extensive line of 
TONLEWO1E. “ee bronzeware for the Catholic Church. 
Sold only through Church Goods 
Dealers. Write for the name of 


the one nearest you. 


INCORPORATED 
733 S. HALSTED ST., CHICAGO 7, ILLINOIS 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


TABERNACLE 
BURGLAR 
ALARM 
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The Burglar- 
proof Taberna- 
cle is strongly 

recommended by the 


Holy See. 
(Cong. Sacr.: Instr. 
of May 26, 1938, ad 4) 


Au existing tabernacles may now be 
equipped with an absolutely foolproof 
burglar alarm! 

ProxAlarm, the result of years of development 
in answer to hundreds of requests by the clergy, 
requires only a simple installation, and sounds 
its warning in the church or rectory. or both, 
any time a person, except during services, comes 
within the proximity of the tabernacle. 


ProxAlarm complies fully with the requirements 
and suggestions of the “Instruction on the Dili- 
gent Custody of the Most Holy Eucharist,” 
and at all previewed demonstrations has met 
with overwhelming enthusiasm by the Hier- 
archy, Priests, and Architects. 

Complete Unit: $225 F.O.B. Cleveland 15, Ohio 
(If payment is enclosed with order, $205, 
Freight prepaid) 

Mail coupon for your order, 
or additional information 


Upintecichs 


3700 Euclid Avenue, ® Cleveland 15, Ohio 


WINTERICH’S, 3700 Euclid Ave., 
Cleveland 15, Ohio 


Please ship to our church a complete 
ProxAlarm Tabernacle Protection Unit 


(_] Ship F.O.B. and mail invoice, $225 
[_] Check enclosed. Ship prepaid, $205 
(] Please send additional information®% 
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As to the second topic, scandal, theo- 
logians generally define it (following St. 
Thomas) as any word or act having at 
least the appearance of evil which pro- 
vides an oceasion of spiritual ruin to 
The act need not be evil in 
the appearance of evil suffices. 


another. 
itself: 
Nor need it certainly lead others to sin: 
Tanquerey voices the general teaching 
in saying (II, #833): “ . scandal is 
truly given whenever it is probably 


(italies mine) foreseen that an- 

other will commit some sin which other- 

wise he would not have committed.” 
Father confident, 


would not deliberately deny any of this. 


Connors, I am 
Yet his words seem to imply a disagree- 
ment. 

First, he objects (HPR, Feb., p. 430) 
to my having said, in summarizing part 
of his position, that “He [Fr. Connors] 
that 
turns into a proximate occasion.” 


normallu 
He 
wishes to amend my summary to read 
that “He [Fr. Connors] doubts that 
turns 


doubts steady dating 


steady dating always into a 
proximate occasion” [italics by Fr. Con- 
nors]. In making this correction, Fa- 
ther Connors seems to imply that he 
holds that normally steady dating will 
But, 


whether he holds that or not, no theo- 


turn into a proximate oceasion. 


logian would say that a danger has to be 


certain before a grave obligation can 
arise, 

Let us apply this first to the con- 
If he knows 


that steady dating is for him a grave 


scienee of an individual. 


danger, he ean continue only for a 
grave reason. He need not be certain 
of a fall, nor need he always have fallen 
in the past. If the danger is grave, that 
suffices to impose a grave obligation. 
But since, of course, dating is not by 


nature immoral, therefore engaged 
couples, since they have grave reason, 
may continue under the conditions 


given above. 








McCARTHY BROTHERS & ASSOCIATES INC. 


CATHOLIC FUER DB RAISING CONS ULITA WTS 


THE BEST 
SERVICE 
RAISES 


MORE MONEY 


AT A LOWER COST PER DOLLAR COLLECTED 


We submit the following facts about our firm for your information 


100% RECORD 
OF SUCCESS 


THE VERY BEST 
COLLECTION SYSTEM 


| ALL CATHOLIC 
PERSONNEL 


LOW FIXED FEE 
EXPERIENCE 
REFERENCES 


Your financial Problem can be solved. We will gladly make a personal survey of your financial 
Potential at NO cost to You. Write or call collect (ORegon 9-0287). 


Mc CARTHY BROTHERS 


tnd AVMibsoctated Snre. 








54 Park Avenue SE New York, N.Y. 
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THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


In regard to the attitude of a school, 
Fr. Connors does say that possible ac- 
tion should depend on two points, of 
which the first is (p. 432): “Is going 
steady of its nature sinful?” [italies 
mine, not Fr. Connors’]. To which he 
replied: “No.” We readily agree it 
is not sinful of its nature. But it is not 
required that it be sinful by nature 
before a school can take action: it 
suffices that there be grave danger, not 
necessarily to all, but to normal 
individuals. 

Is such a grave danger present? I 
tried to show before that, human nature 
being constituted as it is, two persons 
cannot engage in a frequent exclusive 
association with affection (as defined 
and explained by Fr. Francis J. Con- 
nell, C.SS.R.) without eventually incur- 
ring a grave danger. This is the general 
opinion of theologians and of those who 


SUMMIT AGNUS DEI 


SUMMIT STUDIO 
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have had practical experience in deal- 
ing with youth. E.g., Dr. Alphonse H. 
Clemens, Director of the Marriage 
Counseling Center at Catholic Univer- 
sity writes (Marriage and the Family, 
Prentice-Hall, 1957, pp. 114-5): “... 
extended courtships are both meaning- 
less and hazardous .. . it is inevitable 
that the longer the two court each other, 
the greater becomes the physical attrac- 
tion and the danger of immorality. In 
a study of 576 engaged couples, it was 
noted that while not quite 40 per cent 
of those engaged eight months or less 
had indulged in physical intimacy, close 
to half (48.4 per cent) of those engaged 
28 or more months had done so. In 
fact, the same study indicated the pres- 
ence of strong physical attraction for 
two-thirds in less than six 
months time.” And again, on p. 117: 
“Perhaps the fact that in the past 15 
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years illegitimate births among teen- 
age girls have doubled is an inevitable 
result. Steady company-keeping 

. is usually an occasion of sin which 
may not be entered unless justified by 
preparation for immediate marriage.” 

We might add that the action of 
schools against steady dating need not 
be considered as “punishment,” as 
Fr. Connors perhaps has implied (p. 
432). 
tect the majority 
grave danger. And I am sure that he 
would admit that a grave moral danger 
is more than justly compared to a grave 


It is simply a precaution to pro- 


from a normally 


danger of a physical disease. 
On the relation of steady dating to 
comments (p. 


seandal, Fr. Connors 


430): 


I do not see how a couple going 
steady, by that fact, seandalizes 
others when the relationshin is not 
sinful [my italies]. Nor do I see how 
the parties are doing others harm bv 
lessening the “supply of dates.” Both 
of these propositions could be used to 
argue against people becoming en- 
gaged. The second of them, mutatis 
mutandis, could be used against 
people getting married! 

But here Fr. Connors seems to over- 
look the fact that for an action to cause 
scandal or to lead others into sin, it is 
not required that the action be of its 
nature sinful: it suffices that it have an 
of evil and tend to lead 
Now courting on a 


appearance 
others into sin. 
steady basis on the part of those who 
are obviously far from both the possi- 
bility and the intention of marriage 
does have the appearance of evil: the 
evil of taking an unjustified moral risk. 
And its efficacy in inducing others to do 
the same is a matter of experience to 
I know well from seri- 
the girls at my 


many persons. 


ous discussion with 


Academy, both individually and in a 
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group, that real pressure is put on them 
by the existence of this custom. I 
should not, of course, agree with Fr. 
Connors that the same reasoning could 
be used to argue against people becom- 
Ing engaged or married; when they pass 
bevond the early years into the time 
when marriage becomes really feasible 
for the majority, they exert no pressure 
on the younger groups below them. 

In this connection does Fr. Connors 
present (p. 430) his principal argu- 
ment (which is also the second point 
“_.. the 


right to marry ineludes the right to a 


to be considered by schools): 


prior period of engagement and to an 
earlier period of ‘going steady.’” I 
certainly concede that statement, but 
it does not prove that high-school stu- 
dents in general have any right to 


steady dating. Some few do intend to 


marry, and actually marry, during or 
immediately after high school. But 
that is not the case for most of them, 
not only at my own Academy, but in 
the nation as a whole. 

Now Fr. Connors cites statistics on 
this point from Seventeen, but pru- 
dently indicates he cannot vouch for 
them. To quote Dr. Clemens again (p. 
116): “Among the 24,609 Catholic high 
school students surveyed as to the 
reasons most often advanced for going 
steady, only 16 per cent alleged ‘love 
with a view to marriage’... .” And 
Dr. John R. Cavanagh (Fundamental 
Marriage Counseling, Bruce, 1957, p. 
375) gives the figures from the official 
Vital Statistics of the United States 
(1950, Vol. I, p. 71) showing that the 
median age for women at marriage was 
22.5 vears, and for men, 24.9 years. 
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This represents data from 20 states; Fr. 
Connors’ own Connecticut reports 24.0 
for women and 26.8 for men. (And Fr. 
John Thomas, 8.J., in The American 
Catholic Family, p. 195, would put the 
ages somewhat lower: 22.7 for men, 
20.3 for women; but this is still well 
beyond high-school age.) 

I shall, of course, readily concede to 
Father Connors that in the few indi- 
vidual cases where students actually do 
marry during or immediately following 
high school the situation changes. In 
the Sodality at my Academy, I expel 
only those who go steady contrary to 
moral principles, 1.e., without reasonable 


proximity of marriage. Just now, one 
girl sodalist is going steady with my 
approval, because she is soon to be 
married, 

To sum up. 
and special training in this field do 


Persons of experience 


generally agree that high-school stu- 
dents are not, as a rule, in a position to 
marry, nor do they intend to marry. 
They agree, further, that for such per- 
sons, steady dating is, as Dr. Clemens 
says, “meaningless and hazardous” and 
is “usually an occasion of sin which may 
not be entered unless justified by prepa- 
ration for immediate marriage.” 
GirLs’ ACADEMY CHAPLAIN 
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The Jew 


in the United States 


HE MISSION of the Catholic 


priest is to all men, non-Catholies as 
well as Catholics. Except in specifically 
missionary territories, parish priests 
have all they can do to care for Catho- 
lies under their charge, so that it be- 
comes most difficult to search for those 
outside the fold. Nevertheless, it is 
good, at least from time to time, to ex- 
amine the condition of those not in the 
safe fold of Peter and in a special way, 
the religious condition of the 
Sinee the spiritual roots of the Church 


Jews. 


are so deeply intertwined with Jewish 
associations, there is a particular link 
with this people—a people moreover 
who are destined one day to find their 
way home. 

This article then will attempt to give 
a brief, general survey of the religious 
situation of the Jews with a view toward 
some assessment of their condition in 
the United States today. As with any 
minority group, the answers are not 
The five million Jews in 
forming 3.1% of the popula- 

divided into three main 
branches of religious Judaism: the ex- 
treme right wing of Orthodoxy, standing 
for traditional Judaism; the extreme 


simple. 
America, 
tion, are 
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left wing of Reform, departing from a 
number of traditional practices in the 
name of modern conditions of life; and 
the middle wing of Conservatism, taking 
something from both of the other 
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branches but at the same time not going 
as far as each. It must not be thought, 
however, that these divisions indicate 
anything like schisms or heresies in the 
Christian sense. Each of the groups 
claims to be totally Judaic, although, at 
the same time, possessing its own brand 
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of Judaism. To understand this situa- 
tion, it is necessary to review two move- 
ments among the Jews in the United 
States: the social movement of the 
people, and the ideological movement 


of their leaders. 
I SOCIOLOGICAL MOVEMENT 


As with all ethnie groups in the 
United States—except the American In- 
dians, we suppose—the Jews came from 
immigrant stock. Three waves or at 
three different groups are dis- 
tinguished Jewish immi- 
grants to American shores. The first, 
and numerically the smallest, were the 
Sephardie Jews from the Spanish pen- 
insula. They are so called from Sep- 
harad, the Hebrew for Spain. 
The next and larger group emigrated 
countries where 


least 
among the 


word 
from Germany and 
German culture had been assimilated. 
The last wave, arriving between 1880 
and 1914, Kast 
tussia, territories ruled by Czarist Rus- 
sia, Poland, and parts of the Austro- 
Kuro- 


were from Kurope: 


Hungarian Empire. The East 
pean immigrants were by far the largest 
group, accounting for approximately 
g0% of all Jewish immigration from 
colonial times up to World War I. 
The problem for all ethnie groups 
immigrating to America is basically the 
same: adjustment to a new land and to 
It was not otherwise for the 
However, there 


a new life. 
Jewish immigrants. 
was this important difference: for the 
most part, the Jews in Europe had led 
an almost sheltered Par- 
ticularly was this true of the largest 
For cen- 


existence. 


group, the East Europeans. 
turies they lived together in 
groups, apart and separated from non- 
Within their own settlements 
they formed a society in which their 
religion was their culture. Their tradi- 
tional legal system, taken from the 
Bible, the Babylonian Talmud, and the 


closed 


Jews. 
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sixteenth-century code called Shulhan 
Aruch, regulated not only the ceremo- 
nies and rituals, their religious customs 
and morals, but also the clothing they 
wore, the food they ate, the pay they 
There was no 
which was 


gave their employees. 
distinction between that 
sacred and that which we term secular. 
Moreover, every Jew belonged to the 
same community; all went to the same 
synagogue. As a group, the Jews had 
their troubles, but within the group (in 
most cases) Orthodoxy and_ tradition 
held complete sway. 

When the Jews came to the United 
States, however, they entered a new 
and different type of culture. From 
their closed, inhibitive, and sacred so- 
ciety they suddenly found themselves in 
an open, permissive, and secularistie so- 
ciety. Here, as American citizens, they 
were on an equal footing with everyone 
else. Before them lay abundant oppor- 
tunities both for the attainment of ma- 
terial wealth and for the adoption of a 
new culture—the American way of life. 

In many particularly 
among the Kast Europeans, the reaction 
of the immigrants was to seek American 
wealth while shunning the American 
way of life. They preferred, as much 
as possible, to huddle in a corner of a 
busy metropolis together with members 
of their own national group and to set 
In such a 


instances, 


up a congregation in exile. 
setting traditional Judaism was prac- 
ticed as in the old country. The only 
break was through those demands of 
daily work and the American economic 
system which interfered with perfect 
compliance to the Law. 

By and large, Jewish immigrants were 
eminently suecessful in achieving a fair 
measure of American material pros- 
perity. As a result, they rose rapidly 
in the social order (and it is a charac- 
teristic of their group that they 
achieved this rise much more quickly 
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than corresponding ethnic groups in the 
same circumstances) from the lower 
classes to a middle-class status. With 
the rise, however, a new phenomenon 
took place. While the immigrants as- 
pired to American wealth, their off- 
spring aspired also to the American 
way of life. 

The shift in emphasis is not remark- 
able. It is a normal procedure among 
the children of immigrants. They are 
born in America, go to its schools, speak 
its language, breathe its air. It is not 
strange that they should want to be- 
come complete Americans. 

The point in the case of the Jews, 
however, is that, since their religion was 
so closely tied to their culture, when 
their culture changed, their religion also 
tended to change or even be lost alto- 
gether. In the process of becoming 
American, the offspring of Orthodox 
Jewish immigrants in many eases 
dropped their Orthodoxy if not their 
Jewishness. Especially was this true 
after they had achieved some social 
status and wished to climb higher. In 
order to be accepted in American society 
it was imperative for the rising genera- 
tions to omit all religious practices and 
observances that emphasized _ their 
Yiddish, the 


business language of the synagogue, 


separateness. Hence 
was dropped because it was looked upon 
as a sign of foreign background. Ortho- 
dox dietary laws were impossible to 
keep in secular America and among 
non-Jewish friends. The Orthodox 
synagogue itself, with its old-world and 
slum-area associations, repelled rather 
than attracted. The whole system of 
Orthodox Judaism, so meaningful and 
so much an essential part of life for the 
Jewish immigrants, lost its significance 
and vitality for their sons and grand- 


sons. 


Il. IDEOLOGICAL MOVEMENT 


Early in the nineteenth century the 
leaders of the Jewish congregation in 
Charleston, South Carolina, faced with 
the dilemma of reconciling Orthodox 
religious practice with the demands of 
American life, decided to make some 
revisions in Orthodox observance. The 
changes that were made were not very 
radical, but it was the first rift in the 
practice of traditional Judaism in the 
United States. As the century ad- 
vanced, more Jews, particularly immi- 
grants from Germany, joined the diver- 
gent mode of Judaism. As justification 
for their changes they adopted an 
ideology rather than a theology which 
centered around the claim that Judaism 
is the historical religious experience of 
the Jewish people. They recognized 
the principle of progressive development 
in religion and accepted the ideas of 
feform Judaism which had had their 
start in German historical criticism of 
the Bible, Hegelian Philosophy, and 
nationalism. 

In 1885, Dr. Kaufmann Kohler, a 
Reform rabbi, convoked a conference 
of all American rabbis at Pittsburgh. 
This conference, under pressure from 
the Reform block, adopted a number 
of resolutions which amounted to a 
statement of Reform principles. These 
pronouncements, called the “Pittsburgh 
Platform,” dealt particularly with the 
right to modify ceremonies, reject die- 
tary laws, abolish all reference to sacri- 
ficial cult, change the keeping of the 
Sabbath, omit the rite of circumcision 
for converts, interpret in a symbolical 
way statements concerning the Messias, 
and to dismiss the Hebrew language 
from synagogue services. 

The Orthodox were loud in their de- 
nunciation of the Reform position and 
the “Pittsburgh Platform.” They were 
feeble, however, in putting forth any- 
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thing like a positive platform of their 
own to meet the problems faced by a 
Jew in modern life. A policy of retreat 
and entrenchment was adopted behind 
the principle that it is necessary to keep 
the ancient traditions in all their 
exactitude. 

Some traditionalists, however, acted 
in a different manner. A group of able 
leaders defended tradition against the 
radical attacks of the Reform. Yet 
neither could they accept the intransi- 
gence of the Orthodox; they saw the 
need for enabling the American Jew to 
fit in with the American way of life. 
Seeking to combine both the practices 
of tradition with the demands of life 
and to get away from the extremes of 
changing nothing and 
much, these leaders formed a new wing 
of Judaism intermediate between 
Orthodoxy and Reform which they 
called Conservative Judaism. 


changing too 


MODIFICATIONS 


Since the formation of the three-fold 
branch of Judaism in the United States 
at the end of the last century, each has 
undergone modifications. The 
Reform is not so radical as previously; 
Orthodoxy, at least in some matters, is 
more American and more amenable to 


some 


change; Conservatism has consolidated 
its position with prudent selections from 
tradition and modern life. The tend- 
ency today is for Jewish leaders not to 
stress the differences between the 
groups. There is an acceptance of each 
other as part of the status quo. 
Although each branch is now solidly 
established, although each claims a 
large amount of adherents—according 
to some estimates in the neighborhood 
of 700,000 for each—still the number of 
Jews who have drifted away from or- 
ganized Judaism is enormous. As a 
result of their adoption of American 
culture and ways of life, the tendency 





— 


fe 


noted above on the part of many to 
drop all practice of their religion has 
been very strong. Perhaps as high as 
50 per cent are not regular observants. 

Yet, strangely enough, this large seg- 
ment of non-practicing Jews has not 
become assimilated or absorbed into the 
non-Jewish population. Although they 
may be said to have lost their Judaism, 
they have not lost their Jewishness. 
They still feel and consider themselves 
Jews; they have a keen sense of identi- 
fication with their ethnic group. 

In recent years the consciousness of 
seems to be increasing 
among the Jews. There are some rea- 
sons for this. In the United States 
they are enjoying unprecedented pros- 
perity. Many Jews have been able to 
move to the suburbs or to upper middle- 
class sections. There it is the socially 
acceptable thing to be identified with 
one of the three major groups, Catholies, 
Protestants, and Jews. Since Hitler has 
been discredited and discrimination has 
tended to disappear, the old impulse 
to pull away from his Jewishness no 
longer exerts so much force on the Jew. 
He is now satisfied and perhaps even 


Jewishness 


proud to be a Jew. 

As a result of the revival of Jewish- 
ness—and it would seem to be Jewish- 
ness rather than religious Judaism— 
there appears to be a tendency on the 
part of many Jews to emphasize their 
Jewishness in several ways. They col- 
lect and display Jewish symbols and 
Jewish objects such as Mezuzahs or 
doorpost ornaments containing a quota- 
tion from Scripture, Jewish medals, 
ceremonial plates, candelabra, and so 
on. They make much of the Jewish 
New Year, the Feast of Lights corre- 
sponding to the celebration of Christ- 
mas, Jewish greeting cards, the display 
of Jewish themes in store windows, and 
the Jewish counterparts to many popu- 
lar or Christian signs, like the star of 
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David for the cross. Finally, they con- 
cern themselves with many Jewish prob- 
lems such as anti-Semitism, intermar- 
riage, the state of Israel versus the 
Arabs, and various Jewish appeals. 
The result of all this Jewishness? <A 
rabbi to whom the present writer spoke 
recently commented: ‘We hope that 
the popularity of things Jewish will lead 
in the future to Judaism.” 


AND TOMORROW? 


What is the future of Judaism in 
America? It is hard to say. Continued 
prosperity united with decreasing dis- 
crimination seems bound to lead to fur- 
into 


trust 


ther assimilation of the Jews 
American culture. If we 


the experience of the past, such further 


ean 


entrance into American secular ways 
will in turn bring about a greater drift 
from the practices of organized Juda- 
ism: Orthodox, Reform, and Conserva- 
tive. 

The present preoccupation of many 
Jews with things Jewish seems to be 
more of an external shell than an inner 
religious vitality. In some cases, of 
course, it could lead to a better practice 
of Judaism, but it appears rather as a 
custom, or a vogue 
will in time 


fashion, a social 
which, like other customs, 
die out and have its place taken by some 
other fashion. At the time 
Jewishness fulfills a social and psycho- 


present 


logical need for those Jews who feel 
that they have to fit into some category 
or belong to some group; Jewishness 
is a symbol or an expression of their 
sense of identity with the ethnic group 
of Jews. 

Some commentators believe that in 
the future Reform and Conservative 
Judaism will join forces. Whether the 
meeting point, if it occurs, will be nearer 
a non-denominational Judaism or 
closer to Orthodoxy is conjectural, but 
it seems more likely that the union will 
be rather on grounds of a nominal 
Judaism rather than of tradition. Or- 
thodoxy, on the other hand, is today 
exhibiting new life. Many Orthodox 
leaders, facing up to the many problems 
before them, are exercising increased 
efforts to organize and perpetuate Or- 
thodoxy through schools, youth activi- 
ties, and affiliated organizations. In 
particular, a movement known as 
“Young Israel” is working hard to make 
Orthodoxy a living religion for the 
younger generation. 

What is the future of Judaism in 
America? It is hard to say. But this 
we can say: the future can only be 
bright from that day forward when the 
Jews—Orthodox, Reform, Conservative, 
and nonpracticing—all turn their steps 
at last toward their true home, the 
Chureh founded by Him who came to 
save them, their Messias, Christ the 
Lord. 
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Madison Avenue Manifesto 


- 

i OR SOME TIME NoW thoughtful 
people have been unhappy about the 
tendeney of modern advertising to work 
on the emotions of the publie and to 
suppress as much as possible any at- 
tempt at critical appraisal of the ad- 
vertised products. But it has taken one 
of the agencies themselves to come out 
blatantly against cautious, hardheaded 
buying and with bold braggadocio de- 
clare to the world that the American 
buver does, and should merely follow 
his “buying instincts” as conditioned by 
modern advertising. 

In a full page advertisement which 
appeared, November 5, 1957, in the 
Detroit News (and presumably has ap- 
peared or will appear in newspapers in 
other cities) the Leo Burnett adver- 
tising agency tells the story of the 
“vanishing American,” the “man from 
Missouri” “the man who wants to be 
shown.”” The breed, it seems, is dying 
out. Buyers will pay 25 per cent more 
for cars than they did a few years 
back, and vet they will “ask the sales- 
man fewer questions, do less looking 
under the hood” than ever before. The 
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By JAMES V. McGLYNN, S.J. 


reason, Burnett tells us, is that “People 
are putting their trust in their buying 
instinets rather than in their cerebral 
sagacity they have decided that 
what they think ean be wrong—what 
they feel, never!” And Burnett thinks 
that this is a good thing! 


DON’T THINK! WE THINK FOR YOU! 


If we have a gram of critical re- 
fleetive power in our systems, this com- 
plete abdication of reason may shock us. 
Surely even the Madison Avenue man- 
darins could not seriously propose 
purely emotional buying as the ideal. 
No one would show such utter con- 
tempt for our intelligence. There must 
be some other explanation. These 
thoughts arise spontaneously in our 
minds. Admittedly, it is hard to be- 
lieve that anyone would boast that he 
has sabotaged critical thinking, but the 
surnett people go out of their way to 
make sure that we understand that it is 
just this that they are trying to do. To 
spell out their case, they explain that 
the automotive industry has failed to 
tap this new selling foree. Their ad- 
vertising “has been used to sell what 
the merchandise can do for you instead 
of what the name on the hood can do 
for you.” Read that again; it is a 
direct quotation: “what the name on 
the hood can do for you.” And this, 
of course, is that “it tells the world 
What you want it to know about the 
kind of person you are, or want to be, 
or are on your way to becoming.” 

Whether the car is beautifully engi- 
neered or is no more than a glamorous 


MADISON AVENUE MANIFESTO 


piece of junk makes no difference. It 
should be considered as a symbol of 
economie and social standing. “This is 
not a matter of horsepower, displace- 
ment, or compression ratio. This is a 
matter of feel.” Anybody who is any- 
body must drive a Belchfire V-27! 
There is no reason why this should be 
except that advertising has succeeded in 
“creating a feeling about a product.” 
Advertising and it alone is responsible. 
“Something other than logical argu- 
ment tells a man that one brand of 
cigarette is right for him—often tells 
his wife what kind of washer or cleaner 
or TV is right for their kind of home. 
People reach for certain brands of 
cereals and mixes and soups when they 
go to market, and sometimes couldn't 
for the life of them tell you why.” 
Triumphantly, Burnett drives its an- 
swer home: ‘Advertising is the reason. 
Advertising of a certain, peculiar, par- 
ticular, modern kind.” 


CYNICAL SINCERITY: 

NOW IT CAN BE TOLD 

Perhaps it is a sign of the times that 
the heretofore “hidden persuaders” feel 
that they can now come out into the 
open and tell the public what they are 
trying to do and how well they think 
that they are succeeding. The moral- 
ist, however, although he will have too 
much experience with this sort of thing 
to be surprised or aghast, will only 
shake his head when he sees a com- 
pany, Whose motto is “Reach for the 
stars,” so enthusiastically debase the 
essential characteristic of man: his 
ability to think and judge critically. 
The moral man, from Arisiotle to the 
[existentialists, is the free man, who 
makes his choices with a clear head 
and an intelligent awareness of the 
situation. Madison Avenue would work 
against this and try to transform us 
into a pack of trained seals, following 


a set of conditioned reflexes—with ad- 
vertising doing the conditioning. This 
is a new humanism, all right, but one 
which is a travesty on all that is prop- 
erly human. 

An ad such as Burnett’s raises two 
questions. First, is the outlook pre- 
sented in the Burnett ad the accepted 
viewpoint among American advertising 
agencies? And second, is it as success- 
ful as the Burnett people make it out 
to be? The answer to the first of these 
ean be found very easily; the answer 
to the second will probably not be de- 
cided for some time. 

A glance through almost any random 
selection of advertising or business 
journals will turn up a number of ar- 
ticles explaining the uses of “motiva- 
tional research” which inspires the type 
of advertising which we have described. 
Business Week for November 30, 1957, 
for instance, has a feature article en- 
titled, “What Sways the Family 
Shopper?” in which the writer points 
out that in the past ten years motiva- 
tional research has developed from a 
pilot project to a basie tool in market 
research. In facet, the editors of Bus- 
ness Week refer to it in connection with 
the article just mentioned as “the bible 
of the admen.” To take another ex- 
ample, the advertising journal, Printers’ 
Ink (November 1, 1957) has articles 
on “Image Building: Getting Custom- 
ers to See You as You See Yourself,” 
and “What’s in a Package Design?” 
both of which presume the use of MR 
(as motivational research is referred to) 
us a basic tool. Similarly, the cover of 
Tide (August 23, 1957) has a drawing 
which shows an advertising writer at 
his desk with notes on MR and an im- 
aginary shopper walking across his 
hand. 

These are just a few examples picked 
up in about an hour’s browsing in the 
periodical room of the University of 
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Detroit Library. I made no attempt at 
a comprehensive study, but tried for a 
random sampling of representative pub- 
lications. The results of this little in- 
vestigation indicate that a systematic 
study would almost certainly turn up 
hundreds of articles dealing directly 
or indirectly with MR. For there 
would be all the psychological journals 
as well as dozens of other advertising 
and marketing periodicals to consider. 


IS MR ACCEPTED PRACTICE? 


This would indicate that Vance Pack- 
ard was not going beyond the facts in 
his book, The Hidden Persuaders 
(David MeKay, New York: 1957), 
when he claimed that MR has become 
one of the most important tools used in 
writing contemporary advertising copy. 
It would be a mistake, however, to think 
that it has supplanted the other tech- 
niques of market research, although it 
does seem to have thrown doubt on 
the validity of many interview tech- 
niques which were standard ten or fif- 
teen years ago. Thus it has shown, for 
instance, that people do not always act 
on the motives they claim to act upon. 
For they may tell an interviewer that 
they prefer one shape of package, 
Whereas, While actually shopping, they 
choose another without realizing the in- 
Articles in the current is- 
sues of advertising and marketing pe- 


consistency. 


riodicals would seem to indicate that 
experience with MR has made adver- 
tisers wary of other interview tech- 
niques, but that both are being used 
with the results being checked to meas- 
ure the effectiveness of each. 

The answer to our first question, then, 
must be that the use of MR and the 
attempt to condition the buyer’s in- 
stinets by manipulating his unconscious 
desires ure commonly accepted prac- 
tices among advertising writers today 
and that these techniques are freely 
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and openly discussed in the professional 
journals. The thing that is new in the 
Burnett ad is that it is the first attempt 
(to my knowledge) to tell the public 
what is being done. The importance 
of this is that at least one company has 
decided that it makes no difference in 
the effectiveness of this type of adver- 
tising whether the public knows that it 
is being manipulated or not. 


DOES MR WORK? 


This supreme confidence in MR-in- 
spired advertising is not shared by 
everybody. And this brings us to our 
second question about the success of 
this technique. It seems certainly to 
have worked in the areas of cigarettes, 
soaps and other toilet articles. Louis 
Cheskin, one of the more important re- 
searchers in MR, reviews twelve years 
of such testing in an article in Advanced 
Management, May, 1957. He avoids 
drum-beating and overstatement of his 
case, pointing out what has been done 
and what he thinks the results have 
been. He closes the article with a series 
of short ease histories in which he ex- 
plains the results in increased sales fol- 
lowing upon implementation of recom- 
mendations based on MR. The eases 
of Marlboro cigarettes, Dove soap, Sun- 
beam bread and a number of other 
products give solid evidence that MR 
works. Perhaps there are other factors 
involved; still it would be difficult to 
deny that MR was an important factor 
in helping push up sales of these prod- 


ucts. 
That MR works in certain fields 
seems, then, to be beyond doubt. How- 


ever, the conditions under which it ean 
function have not yet been clearly de- 
termined. Most of its suecesses have 
been in the area of small purchases— 
cigarettes, soap, deodorants, foodstuffs 
—fields in which there is little dif- 
ference in the competing products. For 
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in a world of mass production there is 
little variation in quality or use-value 
to motivate the buyer. Consequently, 
one who wants to belittle MR could 
say that it works in an area in which 
there is no significant difference among 
the products, and that this explains why 
the purchaser lets himself be swayed 
by emotional factors. Such a critic 
would deny that MR will work when 
there is something important at stake. 
Ernest van den Haag, who refuses to 
take Vance Packard seriously, would 
seem to belong to this school. He in- 
sists in a recent issue of Commonweal, 
November 29, 1957, that “Actually they 
(the public) are not putty in the ma- 
nipulators’ hands. .. . The ‘hidden per- 
suaders’ are not likely to make people 
any more irrational than they are.” 
Perhaps he is right. Personally, how- 
ever, | should prefer to wait for more 
evidence and the chance to study it be- 
fore accepting such an optimistic judg- 
ment. 

But whether or not MR-inspired ad- 
vertising will prove a serious threat to 
freedom, right and virtue, it is still an 
exaltation of the less-than-human in 
man. Pandering, as it does, to the irra- 
tional, this kind of advertising is a force 
helping to pull man down to the level 
of the animal. Perhaps it will never be 
used for immoral purposes, nevertheless 
it is a step in the wrong direction and, 
like any indulgence of our sub-human 
tendencies, it is bound to hurt mankind, 
if practiced willfully on a large scale. 
The moral man can never give up the 
struggle against sensuality. His accept- 
ance of the kind of advertising we are 
now discussing would seem to be at 
least a compromise with sensuality. 


MAN: A RATIONAL BEING 


Therefore I am unhappy about the 
glee with which the Burnett people an- 
nounce the disappearance of “the man 
from Missouri,” even though their re- 
port of his demise is somewhat prema- 
ture and grossly exaggerated. They al- 
most certainly overstate their case; yet 
the cynical sincerity which makes them 
so proud of their manipulation of the 
public, together with their conviction 
that this is such a good thing, betray 
a basic misconception of human nature. 
They have sold soap. They have sold 
tooth paste. They hope to sell cars. 
But to do this they have had to aim at 
inhibiting intelligent decision and exalt- 
ing feeling. Whatever else results from 
such a shift of emphasis, its encourage- 
ment of the essentially irrational in man 
can be only a disservice. Sin and con- 
cupiscence are realities and they lead 
the way when our emotions are given 
free rein. 

MR-inspired advertising may never 
undertake to sponsor the cruelties and 
injustices which result when a person, 
a crowd, or a nation abdicates reason 
and lets passion run riot. For the pres- 
ent, at least, this is not the point. What 
is important is that a supposedly in- 
telligent segment, an important profes- 
sional group, can openly (and seem- 
ingly sincerely) stump for the abdica- 
tion of reason in one area of our lives. 
This is a perversion. And every think- 
ing man must protest against it. Its 
importance has perhaps been exag- 
gerated, but this is no reason to con- 
done it. Our reaction should not be 
one of panic but of intelligent evalua- 
tion—and condemnation. 
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Altar and Tabernacle: 
the New Decree 


TT 
HE CONGREGATION of Rites in 


its deeree Sanctissimam Eucharistiam 
of June 1, 1957, has elarified and, in 


certain particulars, modified existing 
legislation regarding the reservation of 
the Blessed Sacrament in churches of 


the Latin rite. 


BACKGROUND 


Adoration of the Holy Eucharist out- 
side of Mass is a form of piety that de- 
veloped during the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries in reaction to the rationalistic 
explaining-away of the Real Presence 
by Berengarius of Tours and particu- 
larly to the outright denial of the Real 
Presence by the Albigensians. In the 
face of overwhelming Protestant re- 
jection in the sixteenth century, the 
Council of Trent’s defense of belief in 
the Real Presence and of the traditional 
veneration 
(Session 13) served to heighten Catho- 


forms of reservation and 


lie devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. 
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By BENEDICT R. AVERY, 0O.S.B. 


reservation of the 
attached 


Only then = did 
Kucharist in a 
firmly to the middle of the altar be- 


tabernacle 


come common, and only by a decree of 
the Congregation of Rites of August 21, 
1863, did this form of reservation be- 
come generally obligatory. 

As the Eucharistie presence of Christ 
Was brought ever more sharply into 
focus, however, popular devotion 
tended to overlook the no less essential 
relationship of the Eucharist to the 
sacrifice of the Cross and to the mysti- 
eal body of Christ, His Chureh. That 
the Eucharist is sacrificial gift and 
sacrificial meal; that the altar is the 
table of sacrifice, not merely a pedestal 
for the tabernacle; that the Mass is 
the worship of the whole Christian ecom- 
munity and finds its natural comple- 
tion in the Communion of the faithful— 
these are some of the key truths that 
the liturgical apostolate of our own 
day has endeavored to lift from obseu- 
rity and to re-emphasize. The com- 
munity Mass, either recited or sung, 
and celebration facing the people are 
two of the practical means that have 
been adopted with ecclesiastical ap- 
proval to make these truths a living 
reality. 

Pope Pius XII’s observations on the 
altar and the tabernacle in his alloeu- 
tion of September 22, 1956, at the con- 
clusion of the First International Con- 
gress of Pastoral Liturgy, Assisi-Rome, 
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were evidently intended as a caution 
against overstressing these liturgical 
values at the expense of a tabernacle 
piety that has become established tra- 
dition and safeguarded by law. While 
conceding that the altar surpasses the 
tabernacle, because on it is offered the 
Lord’s sacrifice, he insists that the 
significance of the one should not be 
exaggerated to the detriment of the 
other. The person of the Lord, who is 
present on the altar and in the taber- 
nacle, must occupy the center of wor- 
ship, for it is His person which unifies 
the relations of altar and tabernacle 
and gives them their meaning. 


GENERAL NORMS 


The new decree of the Congregation 
of Rites was, as its preamble indicates, 
issued to give effect to this papal 
teaching. Article 1 states that Canons 
1268 and 1269 are to be faithfully and 
conscientiously observed, adding that 
local Ordinaries should exercise care- 
ful supervision in this matter. 

Canon 1268 treats of the altar on 
which the Eucharist is reserved, re- 
stricting reservation normally to a 
single altar in any given chureh (§ 1) 
and requiring that for this purpose the 
most distinguished and prominent place 
in the church be chosen. As a rule, 
therefore, this will be the high altar, 
unless weighty reasons dictate the 
choice of another altar as more appro- 
priate for the worship of so great a 
sacrament (§ 2). Specifically excepted 
are cathedral, collegiate (i.e., having a 
chapter or college of canons), and 
monastie churches, where reservation 
on the main altar would conflict with 
the choir office and other sacred fune- 
tions, particularly when these are 
solemn or pontifical (§ 3); though in 
this ease, too, the altar of reservation 
should excel all others in splendor and 
adornment, thus drawing to itself the 


chief attention of the faithful and their 
devotion (§ 4). 

Canon 1269 requires that the Eu- 
charist be kept in an irremovable taber- 
nacle set on the middle of the altar 
(§ 1) and properly adorned according 
to liturgical law; the tabernacle is to 
contain nothing else. It is, moreover, 
to be well constructed, solidly enclosed, 
and carefully guarded, to eliminate all 
danger of profanation (§ 2), whether 
through burglary, fire, insects, or cli- 
mate. In particular, it is the pastor’s 
or rector’s grave personal responsibility 
to see to it that the tabernacle key is 
guarded most carefully (§ 4). This 
canon is to be interpreted in the light 
of the instruction of May 26, 1938, of 
the Congregation of the Sacraments 
which urged with such insistence a 
number of practice! safeguards for the 
security of the tabernacle and the cus- 
tody of the tabernacle key.! 


INSEPARABILITY OF ALTAR 
AND TABERNACLE 


Article 2 of the decree stresses the 
fixity of the tabernacle on the altar: it 
is to be so firmly joined to the altar as 
to be irremovable. And this not merely 
for the sake of security but, as O’- 
Connell notes, to emphasize the essen- 
tial connection between the reserved 
Sacrament and the altar of sacrifice, 
a consideration which also underlies the 
new regulation requiring that on the 
altar where the Eucharist is reserved 
the sacrifice of the Mass must be cele- 
brated regularly (article 3).* 

' Editor's note: Only recently there have 
been reports of violations of the Eucharist in 
an eastern diocese of the United States. The 
tabernacles were broken into or completely 


removed, not for the sacred vessels, but for 
the Blessed Sacrament itself. 


* Article 3 could also be rendered: Mass 
should usually be celebrated at the altar where 
the Eucharist is reserved; that is, the altar of 
reservation is to be the regular altar for the 
celebration of (daily or weekly) Mass. But 
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Léw and O'Connell to the contrary, 
this is not a mere restatement of Canon 
1265, § 1. 


occurs there but only of the place of 


For no mention of the altar 
reservation (the church or oratory), 
where Mass has to be offered “regularly 
[i.e., as a rule, regulariter] at least once 
a week”; the term regulariter permits 
of occasional exceptions. The celebra- 
tion of Mass at least once a week at 
the altar of would pre- 
sumably meet the new requirement, 


reservation 


since otherwise Mass would have to be 
offered more frequently at the altar of 
reservation than Canon 1265, § 1 re- 
quires in the chureh or oratory of 
reservation. 

The point of article 3, however, is not 
to specify how often Mass should be 
offered at the Blessed Sacrament altar, 
but rather to insist that the tabernacle 
be kept on a true altar where Mass can 
be and regularly is offered. 
sible, therefore, is reservation on the 


Inadmis- 


so-called “secondary altar” which was 
not even intended for Mass and which 
could often serve only as a support for 
the tabernacle because of its reduced 
dimensions or awkward location close 
to the main altar. 

This principle of the inseparability 
of altar and tabernacle is reinforced 


by article 8, which strictly forbids 
locating the Eucharistic tabernacle 


apart from an altar, in a wall ambry, 
for example, or Sacrament tower. Par- 
ticularly offensive, even before the de- 
cree, was the practice of reserving the 
Eucharist behind an “altar facing the 
people,” whether on a secondary altar 
or in a niche, so that the priest would 
have his back to it throughout Mass. 


For Christ in the Blessed Sacrament 


this interpretation is not proposed by any of 
the commentators and inverts the word-order 
of the Latin text: Jn altart ubi Ssma Eucha- 
ristia asservatur, habitualiter Sacrifictum Mis- 
sae ce le brandum est. 
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should be honored at all times, inelud- 
ing the time when Mass is being cele- 
brated. 


RESERVATION ON THE HIGH ALTAR 


The second part of article 2 repeats 
the provisions of Canon 1268, § 2-3: 
the high altar is the normal place of 
reservation, unless another altar is 
judged more appropriate for the honor 
due so great a sacrament and more con- 
ducive to devotion toward it. Such will 
“ordinarily” be the case in cathedral, 
collegiate, and monastie churches, and 
(adds the decree) in im- 
portant churches of pilgrimage, where 
reservation on the shrine altar would 


“sometimes” 


almost inevitably lead to neglect of 
the Blessed every 
church Christ 
Eucharist is the true and only Lord of 


Sacrament. In 
really present in the 


the house, the source and center of the 
entire liturgy, the primary object of 
private devotion. 

But it should be noted that the ex- 
the high 
altar that are mentioned in the decree 


ceptions to reservation on 


are not, to judge from the wording, 
meant to be an exhaustive enumera- 
tion. In this country, when there is 
question of building or remodeling a 
church, the problem of placing the 
altar of reservation is too often ignored, 
even in the case of cathedral and mo- 
nastie churches, so general is the prac- 
tice of reserving the Eucharist on the 
high altar. 


PURPOSE OF 
RESERVATION ELSEWHERE 


This should, of course, regularly be 
the case, but with the proviso that fol- 
lows immediately in both the Code and 
the present decree, i.e., unless another 
altar is judged more conducive to Eu- 
charistie devotion or more appropriate 
for the honor due the Sacrament. The 
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broad implications of this proviso are 
considered at some length by Marti- 
mort. The tabernacle should occupy 
the place of honor, and its location 
should at the same time facilitate and 
encourage visits to the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. These two principles, so readily 
reconciled by reservation on the main 
altar of a small chapel, are more diffi- 
cult to harmonize in an imposing edifice. 
First, the honor due the Blessed 
Sacrament. In cathedral and monastic 
churches, not only does the presence of 
the reserved Sacrament on the high 
altar conflict with the ceremonies pre- 
scribed for solemn and pontifical fune- 
tions, as the Code (Canon 1268, § 3), 
the Roman Ritual (5. 1. 7), and the 
Ceremonial of Bishops (1. 12. 8-9) indi- 
cate; the latter is quite insistent, 
even directing that, if reserved on the 
high altar, the Eucharist should be re- 
moved to another altar before the cere- 
monies begin. At the same time, exact 
observance of the prescribed reverences 
tends to overshadow the supreme honor 
that would otherwise be given to the 
Blessed Sacrament. There is a presence 
of Christ other than His sacramental 
presence which should command atten- 
tion and reverence during choral fune- 
tions and solemn or pontifical cere- 
monies: His presence in the mystery of 
the Church and in the person of the 
celebrant. “For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them” (Mt. 18. 20). “He who 
hears you hears me” (Lk. 10. 16). 
Nor is the second principle, the de- 
votional purpose of reservation, real- 
ized ideally when the only setting for 
a private visit is the vast emptiness of 
an imposing nave where the modern 
worshiper, feeling the need for an at- 
mosphere of recollection and intimacy, 
finds himself lost in vaulting space or 
perhaps intruding on funeral or wed- 
ding. The setting of Holy Thursday 


reposition may serve as an example of 
the devotional possibilities of the 
Blessed Sacrament chapel or the side 
altar of reservation. Such an altar, 
surpassing all others in décor, as Canon 
1268, § 4 directs, can truly be termed 
the most distinguished and prominent 
place in the church (§ 2). 

If this area is used as a weekday 
parish chapel, at least for the Masses 
that are sparsely attended, the new 
requirement of offering Mass “regu- 
larly” at the altar of reservation will 
be conveniently and perhaps even 
ideally satisfied. If at the same time 
the high altar is left without a taber- 
nacle, there will be no danger that the 
piety of the faithful or their genu- 
flections will be misdirected. 


DESIGN AND SIZE OF 
THE TABERNACLE 


But whether the tabernacle is placed 
on the main altar or on a side altar, it 
should by its very appearance repre- 
sent the actual dwelling place of God 
among men (article 7) and should in 
design and proportions be altogether 
worthy of the Real Presence (article 4). 
These considerations are the basis for 
the Church’s existing legislation, which 
the decree restates, adding certain new 
details. Besides being secure from all 
danger of profanation (article 5), the 
tabernacle should be designed to 
harmonize with the style of the altar 
and the chureh and should not differ 
unduly from those hitherto in accepted 
use (article 7). This prohibition is 
presumably directed against such un- 
becoming novelties as the movable 
(though not removable) tabernacle that 
can be mechanically lowered into the 
altar or turned sideways so as not to 
interfere with celebration facing the 
people; if, that is, such a tabernacle 
does not lack the fixity required by 
article 2. It would also preclude un- 
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usual forms liable to misunderstanding 
by the faithful, like the tabernacle in 
the form of a fish supporting a basket 
that has already been forbidden by the 
Congregation of Rites. Nor, continues 
article 7, should the tabernacle be re- 
duced to the form of a simple box, 
evidently considered wanting in dignity 
besides being a departure from accepted 
usage; it was common, however, in 
medieval times. Finally, it should not 
be decorated with symbols or figures 
unrelated to the Blessed Sacrament 
or otherwise inappropriate or unusual. 


ITS TENT-VEIL AND LIGHT 


In article 6 the decree reiterates two 
regulations of long standing. The first, 
so often violated, is that the tabernacle 
should be entirely covered—front and 
back, top and sides—with a tent-veil 
(canopaeum) whenever it contains the 
sacred species. This tent-veil, remi- 
niscent of the veiling that draped the 
ancient tabernacle of testimony (ef. 
Ex. 26), is the only positive sign of 
the presence of the Blessed Sacrament, 
since iamps can be used before other 
altars as well. 

Appearing as it does in Ephemerides 
liturgicae, Bugnini’s new _ interpreta- 
tion of decree 3035, 10, of the Congre- 
gation of Rites of July 11, 1940, can be 
taken as authoritative. When asked if 
the tabernacle veil could be of lace or 
filigree, the Congregation had _ replied 
that it should be made of cotton, wool, 
hemp, or silk—a statement that was 
quite naturally understood as a prohi- 
bition of the open network form. The 
decree, Bugnini now explains, specified 
only the material to be used, not the 
form. As long as the tent-veil is of the 
proper material, there is no objection to 
network design, and this may even be 
preferable for a tabernacle that is 
sculptured or of polychrome marble 
or precious metal. 
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In recalling very briefly the obliga- 
tion to have at least one beeswax or 
oil light burning constantly before the 
Eucharist, article 6 uses the general 
term lumen instead of the lampas of 
Canon 1271 in order to make express 
allowanee for the “perpetual candle” 
which is coming into wider use. 


A NEW RESTRICTION 


Article 4 is the only regulation en- 
tirely new in the decree and is, accord- 
ing to Léw, its principal point. In 
churches which have only one altar, this 
may not be so built that the priest 
celebrates Mass facing the people; but 
upon the altar itself, at its center, must 
be placed a tabernacle for the reserva- 
tion of the Eucharist, constructed in 
conformity with liturgical law and in 
form and size altogether worthy of so 
great a sacrament. 

Attention has already been drawn 
to several abuses occasioned by the 
celebration of Mass facing the people. 
Article 4, the only one to mention this 
form of celebration, refers to several 


others. The phrase ‘at its center” (in 
medio) precludes placing the taber- 
nacle at either end of the altar. “Upon 
the altar itself” (super ipsum altare) 
is, as Renwart remarks, intended to 
prevent shabby Latinists from mis- 
interpreting the in media parte altaris 
of Canon 1269, § 1 and the Roman 
Ritual (5. 1. 6) as in the altar instead 
of on it. Expressly forbidden now is 
the tabernacle partly sunken in the 
altar table or—an instance of even 
poorer taste—concealed in the base of 
the altar with a horizontal opening on 
top. Likewise forbidden is the taber- 
nacle of severely reduced proportions, 
unworthy of the Blessed Sacrament; 
though the other extreme should also 
be avoided, a tabernacle so massive as 
to detract from the importance of the 
altar itself. In medio stat virtus. 
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The appropriateness of article 4 as a 
practical application of the Holy 
Father’s observations on the relation- 
ship of altar and tabernacle can readily 
be appreciated. In churches where 
there is only one altar, celebration fac- 
ing the people has inevitably under- 
mined the sovereign esteem that the 
tabernacle deserves as “the true dwell- 
ing place of God among men” and 
caused it instead to be considered an 
obstacle blocking the people’s view of 
the celebrant and thus making it more 
difficult for them to follow the Mass. 
As a consequence, the tabernacle has 
been either removed from the altar 
altogether or placed there improperly 
or reduced to unbecoming proportions. 
The only other alternative: to sacrifice 
the full visibility of the altar table and 
celebrant, seems to have found little 
favor. Understandably, then, the Con- 
gregation of Rites concluded that to 
safeguard due reverence for the re- 
served Sacrament it would not suffice 
to deal with existing abuses without at 
the same time dealing somewhat de- 
cisively with their most prolific source, 
the altar facing the people. 

Nor is it entirely correct to say that 
what the Holy Father in his allocution 
presented as a problem to be solved 
has now, in effect, been declared an in- 
soluble problem. For article 4 does 
implicitly offer an acceptable solution 
to the problem of reconciling celebra- 
tion facing the people with a proper 
tabernacle. This is, to have an altar of 
reservation that is separate from the 
main altar facing the people, or an altar 
facing the people that is distinct from 
the main altar of reservation. It is 
Bugnini’s opinion that, in churches with 
more than one altar, the local Ordi- 
nary’s permission to build the main 
altar facing the people is sufficient rea- 
son for reserving the Eucharist at an- 
other altar; though only if more suit- 


able provision is thus made for the 
honor and devotion due this Sacrament 
and if Mass is regularly offered at the 
altar of reservation. 

The regular use of a removable altar 
facing the people when the Blessed 
Sacrament is reserved on the main altar, 
though not contrary to the decree, can 
hardly be recommended. The parish 
altar of sacrifice should possess the 
dignity of permanence. And, ordi- 
narily, celebration on such a temporary 
altar will require the priest to have his 
back turned to the tabernacle through- 
out Mass. 

Another possibility is mentioned by 
O’Connell. Mass facing the people 
may be celebrated on an altar where 
there is a tabernacle fully in conformity 
with the rubrics; for such a tabernacle 
need not be an enormous one and so 
necd not prevent much of what the 
priest does at the altar from being duly 
visible. This proposal must envision 
a church with more than one altar, since 
otherwise the altar could not be built 
so that the priest celebrates Mass facing 
the people (article 4). However, the 
decree does seem to assume that in 
churches with more than one altar an- 
other altar will be used for reservation 
of the Blessed Sacrament if Mass is to 
be celebrated versus populum at the 
main altar. Otherwise the added altars 
will have no real bearing on the case, 
and the same abuses will recur as 
hitherto in churches where the only altar 
was built facing the people. 


THE DECREE AND 
CONTRARY USAGES 


The concluding regulation (article 9) 
deals with that reason so often alleged 
for rubrical violations, namely, custom. 
No custom contrary to the norms of 
the decree can legally be presumed as 
regards either the manner of reserving 
the Eucharist or the form of the taber- 
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nacle, unless, by analogy, there be a 
centenary or immemorial custom in 
force (Canon 63, § 2), as, e.g., in the 
ease of certain wall tabernacles and 
Sacrament towers, dating mostly from 
Gothic or Renaissance times. But such 
forms may not be copied. 

On the other hand, it should be noted 
that the decree does not have retro- 
active effect, since in virtue of Canon 
10 express mention of such effect would 
be required. So usages fully in con- 
formity with existing law need not be 
abandoned to conform to such new di- 
rectives as article 4. Nor does the de- 


cree suppress privileges and indults 
granted by the competent Roman Con- 
gregations, since in virtue of canons 60, 
70 and 71 such effect would, again, re- 
quire express mention. But where the 
decree merely inculeates anew laws al- 
ready in force, departures introduced 
without proper authorization should be 
corrected. It will not always be pos- 
sible, as Low observes, to provide a 
new and satisfactory solution at once. 
But a solution should be sought, es- 
pecially in cases where actual condi- 
tions deviate all too obviously from the 
Church’s legislation. 


| 1. For the past two years, just prior to ordination time, we 
| have offered to all ordinandi a year’s subscription to THE 
| HomiLetic AND PastoraL Review (to commence after ordi- 
| nation) at a special $4.00 rate (regularly $6.00). 
| sponse last year was most gratifying; in many instances the 


The re- 


president of the class sent in orders for his catire group. We 
made the first such announcement this year in our March 
number, and the immediate response has been substantial. 

2. Similarly, we have made this same special offer to our 
seminarians. They realize that THe HoMILeTic AND Pas- 
TORAL REVIEW is not a devotional magazine, is not meant to 
take the place of seminary texts by any means, that it repre- 
sents the thinking of priests in the field, stating clearly the 
great current issues and subjecting them to the scrutiny of 
Catholic thinking. 

The two paragraphs above appeared in our April issue 
on page 669, at the end of Father John Connery’s article on 
the Fifth Amendment. No splash, no bold-face type. 
Maybe there is a lesson here. At any rate, we are pleased 
with the large number of ordinandi who have just subscribed, 
and we appreciate their many kind letters. 
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E 
VERY PRIEST is happy to pro- 


nounce the words of-absolition over 
one who has not been to confession for 
many years. In fact,.it is onevof the 
unique joys of the priesthood to be the 
instrument of God’s merey in such cir- 
cumstances. The soul that fled for 
those long, weary years away from God, 
at last returns to receive forgiveness. 
The feet that have hastened along the 
paths of sin finally turn to the confes- 
sional. There the broken friendship 
with God is mended; the life of grace is 
restored. It is the story of the Prodigal 
Son returning to his home. As the 
father in the parable ran to meet his 
son, so does the heart of the priest leap 
to welcome back this spiritual son. 


COMMON CAUSES OF DEFECTION 


There is a story behind each one of 
those long-delayed confessions, besides 
the tale of sin. It is the story of God’s 
pursuing love and the weakness of man. 
Perhaps there were many times when 
this penitent almost came to make his 
peace with God. He felt.the urge of 
grace, but was too weak to take the 
step. Even now that he has come, he 
may be surprised that he has finally 
made it. He doesn’t really know just 
how it came about. There is, on the one 
hand, a great possibility that he may 
never have made it and, on the other 
hand, that, with a little push, he might 
have come much sooner. 

Without doubt there are hundreds of 
thousands waiting for that little push. 
Then there are others who need quite 
a big push. Nobody knows the number 


Most Necessary File 


By CHRISTOPHER RENGERS, O.F.M.Cap. 


of fallen-away Catholies living in our 
midst. They constitute a largely un- 
explored field. But common priestly 
experience points to several major 
causes of defection. Invalid marriages 








In addition to his regular parish work, 
Fr. Rengers has made time for frequent 
contributions to Catholic periodicals, 
clerical and lay, and has spoken over 
national radio networks. 

For good reason have we published two 
articles in quick succession on the urgent 
concern for falle naways. 





rank high as a leading cause. Ignorance 
of the Faith may rank even higher. 
How many have been baptized and 
have, practically speaking, never been 
brought up in the Faith? Indifference 
brought on by secular and irreligious in- 
fluences is another prime factor. Be- 
sides these groups there are those who 
carry a grudge, often concerning some 
money angle. Then there are the ordi- 
nary “sinners” who know that they are 
doing wrong, but prefer to drift along, 
hoping for final repentance. Included 
here are those who have taken a com- 
pletely logical attitude on birth control; 
they have simply chosen it and tempo- 
rarily rejected the Church. 
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Whatever the causes of defection .e 
number of fallenaways is large, and 
these souls are in great need of an ac- 
tive, organized priestly apostolate. Re- 
membering the words of Our Lord about 
the lost sheep, it is no exaggeration to 
say that those who have strayed from 
the fold really have the first call on the 
shepherd. Each soul is precious. ‘It 
is not the will of your Father in hea: en 
that a single one of these little o1es 
should perish” (Mt. 18, 15). 

If not one of these little ones should 
perish, there must be a search for them. 
It is not enough to wait for the lost 
sheep to return. The shepherd in the 
parable left the ninety-nine and went 
out in search of the one that had 
strayed. So the priest, too, while at 
times he will play the role of the father 
welcoming back the prodigal son in the 
confessional, must also play the role 
of the searching shepherd. 


HOUNDS OF HEAVEN 


If it is the will of God that not «me 
of these souls should perish, it is : !so 
necessary to make an orderly seavch. 
It is entirely possible that a priest be 
most zealous in seeking out fallen-av ay 
Catholics, yet miss many. He nay 
work faithfully in one territory .nd 
miss those in another. He may follow 
up all he happens to hear about us 
fallen away, yet there may be quite 
a few he never hears about. He nay 
establish contact with these people, »nd 
then be called to a different parish. 
This is especially true since in large 
parishes this work will fall mostly on 
the assistants, the pastor having his 
hands full with his administrative work. 
In his exhortation (Lent, 1955) Cardi- 
nal Stritch called on the assistant 
priests to engage in door-to-door work 
to find the non-practicing Catholics. 
This message, he felt, was probably the 
most important of his episcopacy. 


The most complete search possible 
is the knocking on every door in the 
territory, as done in such dioceses as 
San Diego, Raleigh, Wheeling, and 
Covington in the Crusade for Souls. 
The first purpose of these systematic 
endeavors has been to bring the Gospel 
to the churchless, to interest people of 
no religious affiliation in the Catholic 
Church. However, in each case a large 
number of fallenaways was discovered 
and brought back or started on the way 
back to the practice of the Faith. The 
ach diocese ran into the 
Because of this orderly 
several thou- 


number in 
thousands. 
search, in other words, 
sands of people are now practicing the 
Faith, souls who might otherwise still 
be waiting to be found. 

In the course of time such canvassing 
for souls may be done in every diocese. 
All those who have drifted away from 
the Church will then be found. In the 
meantime similar efforts can be made 
in some individual parishes. 

Where for various reasons a complete 
canvass is presently not practicable, 
other systems can be used. An appeal 
to the parishioners to make known the 
names and addresses of those who have 
given up the active practice of the 
Faith may supply many leads. This 
will be so especially if cards are pro- 
vided at a convenient time and place 
for writing down such information. 
Various societies can well make it a 
continuing project to find out and re- 
port on lapsed Catholics. In fact, it 
is very good for people to be interested 
in the spiritual welfare of others in this 
way, as recent popes have pointed out. 
It serves not only to help the others, 
but makes their own Faith more pre- 
cious and treasured. Once people dis- 
cover that “Father” is very much in- 
terested in helping the straying sheep, 
they start thinking along the same lines, 

















MOST NECESSARY FILE 


for it gives them an immediate, prac- 
tical job to do. 


MOST NECESSARY FILE 

In a big parish, another way of reach- 
ing fallenaways is to be found in 
the record of envelope contributions. 
Where there are no returns for several 
years, it is quite possible that the per- 
son has stopped coming to church 
altogether. Another system is simply 
to gather together a number of names 
and start out. Those who are con- 
tacted, if asked, and sometimes before 
being asked, willingly tell of others in 
the same boat. “I’ve been out ten 
years, but Joe over across the street 
This sys- 
tem, if pursued with enough persever- 
ance, will eventually turn up the ma- 
jority of those who have fallen away. 

There is a place for the laity in help- 


has me beat by ten more.” 


ing to find the errant members of the 
Church, and later in keeping in touch 
with them. But the priest himself in 
most cases will have to contact these 
people in their own homes. In fact, in 
many cases only he can be a positive, 
compelling influence for good. 
Whatever system or combination of 
systems is used, a file of all those who 
have given up the active practice of the 
Faith should be kept. This is a most 
necessary file, if the search for the 
wandering sheep is to be orderly. Such 
a file will provide continuity in the work 
when there is a change of priests. It 
will facilitate the making of periodic 
visits to those who need continued en- 
couragement, more persuasion, or who 
are entangled in a bad marriage. All 
these people who have fallen away from 
the Church need more than average 
attention. The only way to assure this 
attention is by keeping a record of the 


names and addresses and whatever 





other information seems valuable.* 

In these days when business people 
keep records of all sorts that enable 
them to grasp every advantage, it seems 
sad that at least every fair-sized parish 
does not have a record of its wandering 
children. In a small parish, perhaps, 
the whole record may be in the memory 
of the priest, but in a larger parish 
there is a definite need for a file, if the 
best advantage of these weak souls is 
to be realized. 

There is a good theological reason 
for continuing efforts on behalf of 
lapsed Catholics even when things seem 
hopeless. These people are definitely 
baptized. The gift of faith was given 
them. If they have made their first 
Holy Communion, they have received 
the pledge of everlasting life. The 
hand of God has pointed them out as 
destined for the supernatural happiness 
of heaven. 


DEALING WITH BAD MARRIAGES 


The work of the priest with those in- 
volved in irremediably bad marriages 
or with those who otherwise refuse to 
come back to the Church is to let these 
people know that they are still children 
of the Church, that the Church is ever 
interested in them. Sometimes it is 
surprising how those, who are gruff at 
first, come to look forward to and enjoy 
the visit of the priest. They may even 
say, “Well, you can’t do anything for 
me, but keep coming anyway.” They 
may think the priest can’t do anything 
for them, but the memory of his visits, 





* The file on fallen-away Catholics can be 
very easily incorporated into the regular 
census by means of tabs on the cards. The 
same might also be done by using cards of a 
different color. Whatever system is used, the 
file is still, in effect, a separate file, because the 
names of those who have fallen away from 
the Church are readily available. Some 
priests may prefer a list completely separate 
from regular census cards; others may want 
rather the incorporated system. 
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if it does nothing else, may induce them 
finally to call a priest when grave sick- 
ness strikes. Perhaps when they reg- 
ister at a hospital, they may write down 
“Catholic” as their religion. Otherwise 
they might have put down “None,” and 
so be missed in large hospitals. The 
medal, the rosary, the holy card, or 
prayer card that is occasionally left in 
their homes may be the instruments of 
winning back grace. These people are 
children of the Church, and, if nothing 
else can be done for them, they can at 
least be made aware of that fact. 

The effect of periodic visits by a 
priest may help the younger members 
of the family, giving them an interest 
in the Church. Then, too, it is often 
possible to have the children of invalid 
marriages baptized and brought up in 
the Faith. Sometimes a person who has 
left the Church still retains a great 
desire to see his offspring raised Cath- 
olic. About himself he has developed 
a kind of stoical indifference or fatal- 
ism. Yet he is concerned about the 
children. If the children are brought 
up Catholic, not only are these addi- 
tional souls gained, but they constitute 
the strongest possible link to the Faith 
for their fallen-away parents. 

In some instances the first visit and 
the invitation to return to church will 
They leave the 
Church for a small reason, perhaps be- 
cause of a small rebuff. So they also 
will come back for a small reason, be- 
cause of the kindness of a visit. Or it 
might better be said that the reason 
looks small in both cases, but it is really 


bring people back. 


big, because subjectively that’s the way 
it is. 

Considering the fact that the “little” 
reason why some leave the Church 
has to do with money, it is probably 
good practice never to accept any on 
visiting them, even a donation for the 
parish. If they wish to contribute, they 
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can bring the money or send it to the 
church or rectory. The greatest charm 
for anyone who has fallen away is to 
know that he is sought and loved for 
the sake of his soul. 


RECORDS ARE FORGET-ME-NOTS 


Where can the time be found for 
visiting fallen-away Catholics? Well, 
everybody doesn’t have to be seen at 
once. If done according to a plan, per- 
haps an hour a day can be found by 
cutting corners or even by dropping 
some other activity. It is not so much 
a question of finding time as of giving 
the search for the strayed the place it 
deserves on the agenda. 

Nobody can deny the urgency of 
love that prompted the Good Shepherd 
to speak of leaving the ninety-nine and 
going out to search for the one lost 
sheep. Those who do the work of 
Christ as priests rejoice over the return 
But without doubt there 
is also need for conducting an unrelent- 
ing search for each and every one that 
has strayed. This search must be sys- 
tematic and orderly, governed by cold 
To the list 
of all those who belong to a parish and 
to the lists of those who belong to so- 
cieties and activities within a parish, 
another list could well be added. That 
is the list of those who should belong 
but don’t belong. Such a file is neces- 
sary and will be a standing, constant 
challenge to priestly zeal. It will be a 
reminder that although the church is 
full for five Masses, there are enough 
staying home to make a fair sized con- 
gregation for a sixth Mass. 

Call the list of lapsed Catholies “the 
most necessary file” or “a most neces- 
sary file.’ Choose your own article, 


of the sinner. 


mind as well as warm heart. 


but please don’t change the adjective. 
Those who do come back right away 
need continued attention. Those who 


don’t, need encouragement. 








Open Letter to Ordination 


Classes of 1952-1954 


| and dear Fathers: 


This open letter has been submitted 
to the Editors of this Review by a 
priest who has just rounded out fifteen 
years in military service. As he readies 
for the final five years of his ministry 
in uniform, he is dismayed by the fact 
that priests in the uniform of their 
country are bécoming scarcer than the 
proverbial hen’s teeth. 

At this writing the Army is 92 priests 
short; the Air Force needs 40 immedi- 
ately; the Navy will want 25 priests for 
active duty this year. Add these up 
and they total 157 priests needed at 


once. 
WHY YOUNG PRIESTS? 


The recruiting of volunteers for these 
vacancies should be beamed at priests 
out of the seminary four to six years 
with a solid parochial experience be- 
hind them. They are still young 
enough in heart to be fired up by a eall 
to come into what is a missionary apos- 
tolate in every sense of the term. Just 
graduating from the ranks of the Junior 
clergy they have the resiliency to take 
in stride the severe adjustments to life 
literally lived “in the world” twenty- 
four hours a day. 

From an old retread’s point of view, 
they are the best equipped to undertake 


this type of ministry. Their half-decade 
in the parish arena has been their prep 
school. They have had ample experi- 


By JOSEPH E. O’BRIEN 


ence in human relations. They have 
encountered and coped with human na- 
ture in all its facets—from the pastor’s 
and the fellow curates’ down on through 
parishioners exemplifying its every pos- 
sible variation. 








Lt. Col. (USA) Joseph E. O’Brien 1s 
a priest of the Diocese of Brooklyn, sta- 
tioned now in Heidelberg, Germany. 
Completing fifteen years of service as a 
military chaplain, Fr. O’Brien served in 
the South Pacific (World War II) and 


in Korea. 





They have also had a thorough sea- 
soning in the pastoral ministry—the 
speciality of the service priest. They 
have dealt with marriages and married 
people; they have moderated parish 
organizations and taught catechism to 
classes and individuals. They are bas- 
ically schooled in the very same activ- 
ities the priest in uniform carries on 
at sea, on land and in the field. If he 
has had an extensive grounding in them 
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prior to his commissioning, he enjoys : 
great advantage. 

Four or five years in the parish have 
also given the neophyte chaplain this 
asset: a spiritual life sinewed without 
benefit of community exercises. Being 
“on his own” in his prayer life, the 
young priest has had a taste of what 
faces him in the service. And the 
decisions he has had to make in 
managing his temporal affairs and uti- 
lizing his personal property should make 
his service tour just that much more 
serene. 

CAN YOU SERVE TWO MASTERS? 

The priest in uniform lives in two 
worlds simultaneously, one inside the 
other: his Chureh and his branch of 
service. In a sense, the chaplain serves 
two masters. His Ordinary is the 
Military Vicar of the Armed Forces, 
Francis Cardinal Spellman; his diocese 
is the Military Vicariate. From His 
Eminence he receives his ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction and the faculties of the 
Military Vicariate. To the Chancery 
of this Vicariate he submits a monthly 
report of all his priestly functions, a 
record of each baptism, first Holy Com- 
munion, confirmation and marriage. 
To the Military Chancery he presents 
most matrimonial petitions. To the 
Military Vicar and his Curia the priest- 
chaplain looks for canonical guidance 
and advice when in doubt, protection if 
persecuted, vindication if falsely ac- 
cused. The Military Vicariate, through 
regular correspondence, helps him keep 
the shield of his priestly character 
bright and shining. 

So much for the outer circle, the 
Church. There is within it a smaller 
and tight-fitting shell, circumscribing 
and defining the service-priest’s day- 
to-day life. It is military command 
and it exists in all arms of the service. 
It means that every commissioned offi- 
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cer from the very moment he takes his 
oath—chaplains included—regardless of 
rank or position, has a commanding 
officer to whose orders he is subject and 
to whom he owes respect and obedience. 


GOOD PRIESTS COMMAND 
HIGHEST RESPECT 


To deny that the priest in service 
must eall upon interior humility in 
meeting the demands of this new order 
would be dishonest. Accustomed to 
obedience, the priest still finds it strange 
to submit to a lay superior. To request 
permission before leaving post or ship; 
to accept direction from a layman; to 
clear Mass schedules with a_non- 
believing superior—these come hard at 
first. 

It would be very false to conclude 
from this, however, that, on the part 
of the service priest, it is all “take” and 
no “give,” for the chaplain has so much 
opportunity to give. He is the com- 
mander’s adviser on the spiritual, the 
moral and morale. If he proves an 
understanding, fair and intelligent man 
of God, he can do untold good for indi- 
viduals, to say nothing of raising the 
efficiency and readiness of the unit. 
There is hardly a commander today 
who does not admit that the morals of 
the individual and the morale of his 
unit are inseparable. 

Those in command soon realize and 
recognize the presence of a good priest 
in their midst. The main barrier to 
acceptance is beaten down once the 
priest shows himself a man “subject to 
authority,” willing to become part of 
the military tradition and to acknow]- 
edge the validity of the military frame- 
work. The priest who resists the temp- 
tation to live his days in service a little 
“out of step,” who is always ready to 
give as well as to return a salute, needs 
to seek no privilegium fori. If the 
commander does not overwhelm him 
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with kindness, he will at least permit 
his priest the greatest latitude in pur- 
provide real 


suing his work and 


cooperation. 

THE HARVEST 

The opportunity to work 
young men is the hope of most priests, 


among 


and, of course, in the services young 
men predominate. Most intend to 
serve one enlistment, even in the Navy, 
the Marines and the Air Foree which 
For the 
priest this bodes well because it means 


do not accept drafted men. 


that he works with men who are stable 
and want to grow roots. The priest in 
service, then, has good material. His 
opportunities to influence the fathers 
of tomorrow are greater than in the 
parish. 

It must be: immediately stated that 
the ranks of military careerists are 
studded with outstanding Catholie lay- 
men, in all arms and at every level. 
The practice of daily Mass among them 
compares favorably with the young en- 
listee. As officials of Holy Name socie- 
ties and other Catholic men’s groups, 
these commissioned and non-commis- 
representatives provide fine 
To the priest in uniform 


sioned 
leadership. 
they are a strong right arm. 

The services today afford the priest 
in search of vocations a fertile field. 
The Military Vicariate estimates that 
there are 4,000 priests, seminarians and 
brothers who are bona fide ex-service- 
men. 


FAMILIES, TOO 
Until a few years ago dependent 
wives and children were largely un- 
known to the junior chaplains. At 
larger, long established posts and sta- 
tions, the wives and children of service- 
men were a minor factor and their needs 
were served’ by a senior chaplain or 
auxiliary priest from a local parish. 


Now they constitute—the Catholic 
families alone—about 1,000,000 mem- 
bers of the Military Vicariate, and they 
pose a special problem for the Church 
in America. The father is reassigned 
about every three years, so that the 





mother never becomes part of a home 
parish and the children lose out on 
parochial school. Located in Alaska 
and Panama, throughout Europe, the 
Middle East, the Far East, as well as at 
home, their number is staggering. This 
is an area for the young priest’s zeal. 
First Friday groups, sodalities, altar 
guilds, confraternity teaching mothers, 
catechism classes, high school confra- 
these are 





ternity, altar boy societies 
part of the service priest’s ministry 
whenever he is not on sea duty, on a 
hardship tour in some isolated overseas 
location, or with troops in the field. 

The pursuit of wandering sheep is 
expedited by service life. Contacts are 
so much easier by the order of things. 
The absence of the rectory front door 
and even the uniform worn in common 
assist the approach to the priest. But 
do not think for a moment that service 
Catholics do not love to see their padre 
in his clericals off duty! Service people 
often feel closer to their clergymen than 
do civilians, and they are often more 
ready to lay open their hearts. 


IS THE CHAPLAIN’S LIFE ALL ROSY? 


The padre in uniform has not reached 
Utopia. His apostolate has its disad- 
vantages, and it would be unfair to 
avoid mentioning them in this open 
letter. 

First, there is the gradual drift away 
from classmates and contemporaries in 
the diocese, as well as what might be 
deseribed as “loss of status.” This is 
not deliberate but it is inevitable, for 
the years speed by and the priest finds 
himself overseas or at the other side of 
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the continent when anniversaries are 
celebrated. To compensate for this, 
however, priests in uniform form friend- 
ships that are as enduring as any 
known. The nature of their position, if 
anything, amplifies the bonds of the 
priesthood. 

Secondly, advancement in rank is 
slow. If the priest enters service at age 
thirty, his non-Catholic opposite may 
be several years younger than he, due 
to fewer years of schooling followed 
by entry into service directly from the 
Protestant seminary. This may result 
in the priest serving in a unit with non- 
Catholie chaplains who are his senior 
in rank though junior in years. On 
oceasion the priest will wince as he 
contemplates himself classed the pro- 
“equal” of a non-Catholic 
hurried through 


fessional 
clergyman who has 
what passes for a course of theological 
training, who has met military minimum 
standards and thus has emerged a com- 
missioned chaplain. 

Alongside his friends in the medical 
and dental corps, the priest will often 
feel lost in the rush, since regulations 
provide for medical people a more rapid 
promotion as well as additional pay to 
compensate for their forfeiture of a 
civilian practice. 

Thirdly, there is the matter of hous- 
ing. Some married officers have been 
heard to agree that the services today 
may indeed discriminate against bache- 
lor officers. Practically every chaplain 
has gone through a period of living in 
bachelor officers’ quarters (sub-stand- 
ard perhaps to begin with) with noisy, 
inconsiderate youngsters for neighbors. 
The situation, though not completely 
corrected, has improved 100 per cent of 


late. Regulations authorize preferred 


treatment for bachelor chaplains and, 
where quarters considered adequate for 
a bachelor chaplain are not available, 
commanders may authorize the pay- 
ment of quarters allowance while the 
After all, 
though, Our Lord had some uncomfort- 
able living and His foreign missionaries 


chaplain provides his own. 


fare badly even today. 

Finally, some priests are reluctant 
about giving the character-guidance 
lectures that are part of the services’ 
training program and at which attend- 
ance is compulsory once each month. 
No one can deny that this is a chore 
especially when the chaplain priest is 
already overburdened from a_ priest 
shortage on the post. However, there 
is this to be said in its favor: here is a 
chance for the priest to present sound 
Christian moral principles to those who 
have been deprived of them, to make 
friends for Holy Mother Chureh and 
for the Catholic chaplainey as a body, 
merely by presenting a well-balanced, 
palatable instruction on some aspect of 
the moral law. 

This could run on and on, but here is 
How- 
ever, before I do, let me add this per- 
sonal note. If I had my priesthood to 
relive, I velieve I should 
choose the service in which to exercise 


a good place to lay down the pen. 


sincerely 


it. There have been untold opportuni- 
ties for good, a fine system of checks 
and balances, for servicemen are quick 
to discover an insincere priest. There 
has been no chance to gather moss, for 
the system keeps you hopping from one 
side of the globe to the other. Re- 
markable parishioners and grand chap- 
lains all along the way. 

Devotedly in Christ 

JosePH E. O’BrIEN 
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By VERY REV. AIDAN M. CARR, O.F.M.Cony., S.T.M., J.C.D., LL.B. 


. Associate Editor of HPR since October, 
1957, Fr. Carr is Professor of Dogmatic 
Theology and Canon Law at St. Anthony- 
on-Hudson, Rensselaer, N. Y., Vice- 
President of the National Franciscan 
Educational Conference, a former Vice- 
President of the Catholic Theological 
Society of America, and a Censor Li- 
brorum, Diocese of Albany. 















No TV for Sister 


An article in the authoritative L’ 
Osservatore Romano makes it clear 
that Rome does not at all favor the 
use of television by religious women 
for purposes of recreation.! The article 
offers a brief commentary on a recent 
publication by Msgr. Francesco Tinello, 
a member of the Sacred Congregation 
of Seminaries and Universities, en- 
titled La televisione nelle comunita 
religiose e negli Istitutt di educazione. 
Msgr. Tinello, the commentary goes on 
to say, has not acted out of a sense of 
rigorism, but has based his position on 
the mind of the Holy See concerning 
the mission of women’s religious life. 
He explicitly limited his observations 
to communities of women, noting that 
the Sacred Congregation for Religious, 
in August, 1957, had issued certain in- 
Superior Generals of 
institutes, directing that the 
Chapters of the respective male orders 
establish precise norms governing radio 
and television. 

Msgr. Tinello takes cognizance of 
objections that might be made to the 
effect that the Mass is sometimes tele- 
that 


structions to 


men’s 


vised, religious programs are 


‘No. 28 (29.693). 





known to be occasionally available, etc., 
but this does not weaken the central 
objection: TV has nothing, as recrea- 
tion, to offer religious women. It is 
worldly and frivolous, often of ques- 
tionable morality. 

There are instances, however, where 
television might properly be employed 
for specific educational purposes within 
the classroom. Even in this case, dis- 
cretion must be evidenced in the selec- 
tion of programs, and every effort 
should be made to exclude possible dis- 
advantages incident on TV’s use for 
scholastic purposes. Msgr. Tinello ad- 
mits that this arrangement could pose 
delicate problems warranting careful 
study. 


Large Families and Trust in God 


The entire front page of a recent 
L’Osservatore Romano was taken up 
with a discourse of the Sovereign Pon- 
tiff to the Executives of the National 
Federation of Large Families.” The 
Pope made it clear that the subject of 
the Christian family is of primordial 
concern to him and that his teachings 
on it comprise a central part in his 
pastoral instructions. 


7 No. 17 (29.682). 
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Large families are evidence, he said, 
of the moral and physical well-being 
of Christians, of their vital trust in the 
providence of God, of the joy, holiness 
and fruitfulness of Catholic matrimony. 
Such domestic groups are those which 
are most blessed by God and considered 
by the Church as one of its most valued 
possessions. 

He struck out at the baleful influence 
of a modern paganism which strives to 
encourage family limitation, and criti- 
cized those who view an abundant off- 
spring as a kind of social ill against 
which governments should struggle. On 
the contrary, declared the Holy Father, 
history is correct when it explains the 
first cause of a nation’s decadence to be 
its transgression of marriage laws. 

So far as Catholics themselves are 
concerned, the Pope explained, we in- 
sist on the truth that the moral and 
physical health of the family and of 
society can be safeguarded only through 
a full obedience to the laws of nature— 
God’s law 





and, above all, by a pro- 
found and sacred respect for those 
laws. If a sincere intention is lacking 
to let the Creator accomplish His de- 
signs, human selfishness will always 
find ways of silencing consciences and 
perpetuating abuses. By a_ strong 
faith in God and His providence, the 
large family offers a testimony to the 
modern world where egoism obstructs 
the normal development of the family. 
In this way, a large family often be- 
comes a synonym for “the Christian 
family,” stated the Pope. 

Respect for divine law gives an ex- 
uberance to life; faith in the plan of 
God provides courage to meet the 
challenges that the rearing of a large 
family necessarily presents. The con- 
sequence is that a truly Christian 
family experiences joy and love and 
tranquility. 
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The Pope denied that overpopulation 
is a valid reason for the spreading 
of illicit practices of contraception. 
Those who bring in this argument fail 
to consider that the future of the world 
is in the hands of divine providence, 
and are often motivated by false and 
selfish reasoning. Frequently, said the 
Pontiff, people of wealth prefer a full 
enjoyment of earthly goods to the 
justified pride and merit of procreating 
new lives. “God will not demand,” 
he continued, “that men render an ac- 
count of the general destiny of hu- 
manity; that is God’s coneern. But 
God will require an accounting for the 
single acts willed by men in compliance 
with or in violation of the dictates of 
conscience.” 


RELEVANCE 


Pius XII has again, in this address, 
set forth clearly the evil and irrational- 
ity of a contemporary abuse of man’s 
procreative faculty. Not, of course, 
that there is anything especially 
modern about contraception. As the 
Holy Father points out, ancient civili- 
zations speeded up decay by the same 
means. Basically, the limitation of 
families stems from a practical (if not 
theoretical) denial of the solicitude 
and power of God’s care of the human 
race. The Spanish have a proverb that 
might well be called to the attention of 
those who artificially restrict offspring 
for fear that there will not be adequate 
material means. “Every child born in- 
to the world,” runs the saying, “has a 
loaf of bread under its arm.” 

The number of abortions in the 
U. S. A. each year is not, of course, 
known exactly; the educated guess for 
“erlminal” abortions is well over 700,- 
000 a year, of which only about 10 per 
cent are unmarried, 

Further dark light on the situation 
can be gained, to a limited extent, from 
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the results of a very recent Kinsey In- 
stitute survey conducted about the end 
of last February. 
made with 5,293 women, all of them 
white and almost all of them Protes- 
tants. Of these, 10 per cent had been 
pregnant while single and three-fourths 
of that 10 per cent underwent abor- 
tions. Of those pregnant women who 


Interviews were 


remained single, about nine out of 
every ten had an abortion; of the preg- 
nant women who married, 18 per cent 
underwent abortions. This would 
mean that about 75 out of every 100 
had abortions. Jf these figures hold for 
the nation, then approximately 8,200,- 
000 American females now living have 
been (or will be) pregnant before mar- 
riage, while one out of seven of all 
those currently of childbearing age 
has had (or will have) a premarital 
abortion. 

The report also stated that the num- 
ber of “shotgun weddings” is on the in- 
crease. That is hardly news in view of 
the constantly more casual sexual mores 
in our land. 


Women’s Styles 


Although this address of the Holy 
Father is not very recent, nevertheless 
we have not yet summarized it since 
the issue of L’Osservatore Romano con- 
taining it has come in.* The talk was 
delivered by His Holiness to the leaders 
of the Latin Union of High Fashion. 
The space given to the address in L’ 
Osservatore and the attention it re- 
ceived in the press in this country 
underscore the general importance and 
interest of the topic (even to men): 
women’s fashions. It is the longest 
papal discourse ever given on this sub- 
ject. 

In his accustomed preciseness of ex- 
pression, the Sovereign Pontiff sug- 


* No. 260 (29.623). 





gested three guiding principles to be 
observed in order that the right road 
may be followed in harmonizing 
morality and fashions. They are: 1) 
one ought not attribute too little im- 
portance to the influence of style either 
for good or for evil; 2) style should be 
controlled instead of being subject 
merely to caprice and abject servitude; 
3) since sobriety is the best quality of 
art, moderation ought to be observed. 

No matter how changeable may be- 
come the relative morals in the design 
of clothing, conscientious designers 
must maintain some absolute standard. 
“Style must never,” declared the Pope, 
“provide a proximate occasion of sin.” 

There are three fundamental reasons 
for human clothing, he said. These 
are hygiene, modesty, decorum. All 
of these purposes must be respected 
in the production of garments, because 
nature itself requires it. To disregard 
any one of these reasons will have dire 
consequences. Among the sources of 
immodest attire, the Pope listed three: 
the evil intention of fashion designers; 
immodesty in the one who wears it; 
an inordinate desire for luxury. Hence, 
morality in fashions is to be restored 
and maintained through the good of- 
fices of those who design clothing and 
those who wear the garments. It was 
especially to the fashion leaders that 
the Pope spoke when he said, “In 
style, more than in any other activity, 
people wish to be guided. It is neces- 
sary, therefore, that your actions be 
proper.” These designers thus have an 
important social function. 

The cut of a garment must not be 
intended to suit the taste of an already 
corrupted society, but rather it should 
be based on the good taste of a society 
that esteems the dignity of public 
morals. The Chureh knows and 
teaches that the human body, God’s 
masterpiece in the visible world, is 
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placed by Him as the service of the 
soul. This body has been elevated to 
the rank of a temple and an instrument 
of the Holy Spirit and, therefore, must 
be respected, stated the Pope. 

“The beauty of the body,” he con- 
cluded, “must not be exalted as an end 
in itself, much less in such guise as 
will defile the body’s dignity.” 


RELEVANCE 


Ever since the first fig leaves, man- 
kind has been beset with a vexing prob- 
lem: how to combine protection from 
the elements with an aesthetic sense; 
how to make oneself attractive to the 
opposite sex without going too far in 
stimulating interest. The difficulties 
more often, of course, concern women’s 
clothing. Christian chastity, protected 
by modesty, derives from considera- 
tions far higher than mere aesthetic 
and hedonistic ones, which hold sway 
in a pagan culture. Naturalism, with 
its denial of Original Sin, will go just 
as far as it can in the exaltation of the 
human body, specifically (in contempo- 
rary naturalism) of the female form. 
Everything from tires to breakfast 
foods are advertised via a semi-exposed 
bosom. Even the current rage in Paris 
fashions, the chemise, is built around 
the principle of subtle sexiness. 

There have been a number of cam- 
paigns in this country under the aegis 
of Catholic groups interested in the 
struggle for Christian standards in 
style. One of the better known is the 
“Marylike” apostolate. It reminds 
Catholics that the Blessed Mother at 
Fatima in 1917 condemned in advance 
the pagan fashions that would be in- 
troduced: “Certain fashions will be 
introduced,” warned Mary, “that will 
offend Our Lord very much.” 

In 1930, the Congregation of the 
Council issued an instruction which 
took a very definite stand, basing it- 
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self on absolute standards rather than 
relative ones. It said, in part: “A dress 
cannot be called decent which is cut 
deeper than two fingers’ breadth under 
the pit of the throat, which does not 
cover the arms at least to the elbows; 
and searcely reaches a bit beyond the 
knees. Furthermore, dresses of trans- 
parent materials are improper. $s 

This is a forceful argument against 
those who hold for relative standards 
which, generally speaking, settle for 
acceptance of whatever the “decent” 
style of the day may happen to be. 
But if by definition the standard is to 
be relative, who will decide what is 
decent? It is significant in this con- 
text that the Holy Father, in the above- 
described discourse, refers to the need 
for absolute standards. Since the 1930 
instruction has not been rescinded or 
modified by Rome, a case could be 
made out, rather easily, for its con- 
tinuing force. 

The “Marylike” standards are worth 
repeating, even if not everyone agrees 
with them. They provide at least 
some positive step in the right direc- 
tion, and they have been approved by 
proper ecclesiastical authority. They 
apply to bridal gowns, formals, party 
dresses, street dresses, blouses, skirts, 
gym suits, uniforms, ete. (Not, we 
take it, to bathing suits!) 

1. “Marylike” is modest without 
compromise, “like Mary,” Christ’s 
Mother. 

2. “Marylike” dresses are cut no 
deeper than two inches below the neck- 
line, front or back; and provide full 
coverage for the arms (as indicated in 
#5), shoulders, back, chest and midriff. 

3. “Marylike” dresses avoid the im- 
proper use of flesh-colored materials. 

4. “Marylike” dresses which use 
transparent laces, nets, nylons, ete., re- 
quire additional backing underneath, to 
meet the full coverage requirement. 
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5. “Marylike” 
extending at 


dresses have sleeves 
least to the elbows. 
(Note: Because present styles have be- 
come so pagan that dresses with sleeves 
are a rarity, quarter-length sleeves 
temporarily are tolerated with ecclesi- 
astical approval, until Christian women 
and girls can be educated to accept 
fully Rome’s decision on modesty.) 

6. ““Marylike” dresses conceal rather 
than reveal the figure of the wearer; 
they do not emphasize, unduly, parts 
of the body. 

7. “Marylike” dresses have skirts ex- 
tending below the knees. 

8. “Marylike” dresses provide full 
coverage (as in #2), even after jacket, 
cape or stole is removed. 

These standards are understood by 
the ‘“Marylike” apostolate as auto- 
matically eliminating such fashions as 
tight 
sweaters, 


slacks and jeans, shorts, tight 
sheer blouses, sleeveless 
dresses, ete. 

“A girl who follows these,” the pub- 
licity for the apostolate declares, “and 
looks up to Mary as her ideal and 
model, will have no problem of modesty 
in dress. She will not be an occasion 
of sin or a source of embarrassment or 
shame to others. Most important, she 
will possess a priceless feeling of peace 
and happiness in her heart—the peace 
of God. It will be a deep and abiding 
peace, brought about by the knowledge 
that her heroic efforts and sacrifice to 
be modest and pure in this pagan day, 
will make her most pleasing in the 
sight of Almighty God and His Blessed 
Mother.” 

The Holy Father thought enough of 
this problem to devote 7,000 words to 
It. 


How Much Beeswax? 


Rites 


decree concerning the 


The Sacred Congregation of 
has issued a 


amount of beeswax or oil to be used in 
candles for liturgical purposes.* The 
document prefaces its dispositive sec- 
tion by saying that many bishops have 
asked the Sacred Congregation whether 
a decree of December 14, 1904, still re- 
mains in force. This previous docu- 
ment had prescribed that the paschal 
candle to be immersed in baptismal 
water, as well as the two candles 
lighted for Mass, should be of beeswax, 
at least in the greatest part; other 
candles, however, used on the altar, 
should consist in a major or notable 
quantity of the same wax. 

The Congregation now replies that 
this former decision still holds: Affirm- 
ative, et ad mentem. 

The “mind” is 
candle, the two 


that the paschal 
vandles destined for 
the sacrifice of the Mass, and also 
sanctuary lamp candles always burn- 
ing before the Blessed Sacrament re- 
served in the tabernacle, should con- 
tain a fitting amount (congruam par- 
tem) of beeswax, or of olive oil or of 
other vegetable oil, in order that for 
more important liturgical actions and 
for the cult of the Blessed Sacrament, 
a nobler material be used, in so far as 
possible. 

Nevertheless, considering conditions 
at the present time, which still do not 
permit that everywhere in the world 
the greatest part of these candles be 
confected from the aforementioned ma- 
terial, during the continuance of these 
conditions, it is left to episcopal Con- 
ferences of each nation to determine 
precisely to what percentage may be 
reduced the amount of beeswax (or the 
amount of olive oil or other oil ex- 
tracted from seeds in those regions), 
in order that the candles may be used 
liturgically. But where episcopal Con- 
ferences are not accustomed to be con- 


* Acta Apostolicae Sedis, L., pp. 50-51. 
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vened, the individual bishops should 
decide as above noted. 


RELEVANCE 

It isn’t likely that the new decree 
will alter the standards of quality for 
liturgical candles in this country. 
Judging from the stiff competition 
among candle manufacturers, there ap- 
pears to be a steady supply of pure 
natural beeswax and of whatever else 
goes into the chandler’s art. Reliable 
sources in the field declare that beeswax, 
olive oil and vegetable oil are available 
to the manufacturers in sufficient un- 
restricted quantities to meet the United 
States church candle requirements at 
prices in line with other ecclesiastical 
commodity prices. 

Church candles and sanctuary lights 
are marketed in a wide range of sizes 
and qualities. The user has ample 
choice according to his specifie needs 
and funds. Reputable church candle 
manufacturers distinguish carefully be- 
tween the product used for sacramental 
purposes and other candles for devo- 
tional purposes. With few exceptions, 
our U.S.A. chandlers seem very con- 
scious of the real dignity of their busi- 
ness and therefore adhere to a rigid 
ethical and professional standard. 

The present decree holds firmly to 
the Church’s traditional insistence on 
-eeswax for liturgical candles, but per- 
mits some leeway where particular cir- 
cumstances, in the judgment of the 
bishops, require modifications. 


The Mass of a Priest Going Blind 


An infirm priest or one going blind, 
or one who is so weak in his vision that 
he can only read very large type, is 
able to obtain from the Sacred Congre- 
gation of Rites a dispensation to cele- 
brate a votive Mass of the Blessed 
Virgin or a Mass quotidiana defunc- 
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torum.® The conditions of this privi- 
lege must be most carefully observed. 
If during the privilege the beneficiary 
becomes totally blind, then he must 
abstain from celebrating Mass until 
he shall have secured a new indult from 
the Sacred Congregation of the Sacra- 
ments. Having obtained it, he is bound 
sub gravi to use the assistance of an- 


other priest. 


RULES CONCERNING THE 
VOTIVE MASS BMV 


I. What Votive Mass BMV Should 
Be Said 


1. An infirm 
blind, thus dispensed, should say the 
fifth Mass among the votive Masses 
BMV assigned for any time of the 
year, always with white vestments. 

2. But if his power of vision is still 
sufficiently strong that he is able even 
to read the other four votive Masses 
BMV pro diversitate temporum, it is 
allowed to him to celebrate them. 


priest or one going 


Il. When the Votive Mass BMV 
Should Be Said 


1. The votive Mass BMV may be 
said at any time of the year; but it 
ought to be said each and every day 
on which a Mass quotidiana defunc- 
torum is not permitted according to the 
Ordo where the infirm priest, or the 
priest blind, Mass, 
leaving fast the privileges mentioned 


going celebrates 


below in the case of Masses pro de- 


functis. 


2. During the last three days of 
Holy Week, a priest going blind should 
abstain entirely from celebrating Mass. 

3. On Christmas he is allowed to 
say three Masses. 


Ill. What Rite Is to Be Used 
1. If the votive Mass BMV is cele- 


° Acta Apostolicae Sedis, L., pp. 51-54. 
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brated pro re gravi et publica simul 
causa, it always is said with: one ora- 
tion; Gloria in excelsis; Credo, Preface 
in solemn tone; Ite Missa est, and the 
last Gospel of St. John (Jn principio), 
even if by non-privileged priests there 
should be on that day some commemo- 
ration, or an oratio imperata. 
2. In all other cases: 
a) there is said the Gloria in ex- 
celsis: 

I. Whenever there must be 
said the Gloria in the Mass 
of the day, according to the 
Ordo of the place where the 
priest is celebrating; 

Il. On the Jubilee of his own 

sacerdotal ordination; 

III. On Saturday. 

b) only one oration is said. 
c) the Credo is said: 

I. Whenever it is to be said in 
the Mass of the day, accord- 
ing to the Ordo; 

Il. On the Jubilee of his own 

sacerdotal ordination. 
d) in the Preface is said: et te in 
veneratione, except in feasts of 

BMV, in which case the Pre- 

face is said as if the Mass of 

the feast were being said. 

e) the Last Gospel is always that 
of St. John (In principio). 

f) in private oratories, the cele- 


brant uses the proper Ordo. 


RUBRICS OF THE MASS 
PRO DEFUNCTIS 


1. On the days when the rubrics 
allow, according to the Ordo of the 
church or oratory where he celebrates, 
an infirm priest or a priest going blind 
is permitted to celebrate a Mass quoti- 
diana defunctorum, with or without 
chant. 

2. Likewise, he may celebrate this 
Mass (and indeed thrice if he so 
wishes) on the feast of All Souls. In 
it, however, he says only one oration, 
namely, Fidelium; he observes also (if 
on this day he says a second or third 
Mass) the Constitution of Benedict XV, 
Incruentum Altaris sacrificium, in vir- 
tue of which he may receive only one 
stipend for one Mass applied to whom- 
ever he chooses. The other Masses, 
without stipend, he offers for the souls 
of all the faithful and for the inten- 
tion of the Supreme Pontiff, just as 
do other priests. 

3. Only one oration is said in this 
Mass. 

4. A priest going blind is never 
obliged to say the sequence Dies irae. 
Nevertheless, if he sings the Mass, al- 
though he himself does not read the 
sequence, the choir must not omit sing- 
ing it. 
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‘Where Have You Christians Been?” 


Trinity Sunday 


“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28, 29). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) “Where have you Christians been?” 
(2) But are we convinced? 
(3) Don’t let them starve to death! 


Some years ago, when missionaries 
were still permitted to work in China, 
a Maryknoll missioner came upon an 
old woman huddled by the wayside, 
cold and hungry. The priest stopped 
beside her. “Why do you bother about 
me?” the old lady whispered feebly as 
the priest began to help her as best he 
could. “Nobody else cares.” 

“God made you and God made me,” 
the priest replied. “He said to go out 
over the world and help everyone who 
is in need.” 

The woman was deeply touched. 
“What a beautiful religion!” she said. 
“Where did it Who 
started it?” 

Gently the missioner told her about 
God who so loved the world that He 


come from? 
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sent Jesus Christ, His own Son, down 
to earth to bring salvation to all man- 
kind. He told her of Christ’s com- 
mand that people should love one an- 
other as He loved them. 

“Your Christ, “the old woman re- 
sumed, “He isn’t long dead, then, is 
he?” When the priest told her that 
He had died almost two thousand years 
ago, she was amazed. 

“Do you mean to say that it has 
been two thousand years since Christ 
commanded His followers to spread 
over the earth this beautiful idea of 
His love for mankind! Why, where 
have you Christians been all this time? 
Why haven't you done what Christ 


said?” 


BUT ARE WE CONVINCED? 


We might well right here consider the 
questions of this old Chinese woman: 
Where have you Christians been all 


THE VALUE OF A SOUL 

this time? Why haven’t you done 
what Christ said? Why haven’t you 
spread over the earth this beautiful 
idea of His love for mankind? We 


know that our Catholic faith is the 
greatest treasure in the world; we 


know that we have the correct answers 
to the all important mysteries of life; 
we know that we can God 
Himself in our hearts. 

We know, yes, but how convinced 
are we? We know, too, how many of 
our neighbors and friends are not Cath- 
olies. 


possess 


They do not have the blessings 
we have: if they fall into sin, they can- 
not go to confession; they cannot know 
the joy of receiving God Himself in 
Holy Communion. And what of our 
neighbors, friends, perhaps even rela- 
tives who have not even been baptized? 

What is so terrible about all this? 

Our Blessed Lord answers this ques- 
tion. Just before He ascended into 
heaven He said, “He who believes and 
is baptized shall be saved, but he who 
does not believe shall be condemned” 
(Mark 16, 15) Then there was the 
dark night when Jesus told Nicodemus 
the Pharisee: “Amen, amen, I say to 
thee, unless a man be born again of 
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God” (John 3, 5). 


The Value of a Soul 


“He who eats this bread shall 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Augustine—what he paid. 
(2) Louis Budenz—what he paid. 
(3) Our Saviour—what He paid. 


St. Thomas Aquinas wrote: “The 
whole world and all that it contains is 


DON’T LET THEM STARVE! 

If we saw any friend or neighbor or, 
for that matter, any human being 
actually starving to death, physically 
wasting away, certainly from our 
abundance we would give them help. 
We would sacrifice to help them. 
Yet millions of Americans are starv- 
ing spiritually. Everyone outside the 
Catholic Chureh is lacking the true 
Bread of Life. If we wouldn’t let 
anyone starve physically, why do we, 
who have the fullness of Christ’s truth 
and the abundance of His love, fail to 
give of our plenty to those who are 
starving spiritually? 

“Why haven’t you done what Christ 
said?”, the old Chinese woman asked 
the missioner. If we have never 
prayed if we have 
never passed on the right pamphlet or 
book, if we have never tried to bring 
a non-Catholic to Mass, if we have 
never consciously done anything to 
help the many souls starving spiritually 
for Christ, we are the ones of whom 
that old Chinese woman asked, “‘Where 
have you Christians been all this time? 
Why haven’t you done what Christ 
said? Why haven’t you spread over 
the earth this beautiful idea of His 
love for mankind?” 


for conversions, 


Feast of Corpus Christi 
live forever” (John 6, 59). 


of less value in the eyes of God than 
the grace in a single human soul.” 
And Jesus once asked, “What does it 
profit a man if he gain the whole 
world, but suffer the loss of his own 
soul?” At another time He advised, 
“Do not be afraid of those who kill 
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the body but cannot kill the soul.” To 
St. Teresa: “If you could see the 
beauty of a soul in the state of grace, 
you would die of love.” 


AUGUSTINE—WHAT HE PAID 


We know, too, that souls are precious 
from the tremendous price that God 
St. Augus- 
From his 


demands for some of them. 
tine’s story is famous. 
earliest years he was a sinner of the 
worst kind: he fell into heresy; he was 
proud; he lived an immoral life; he 
was the father of an illegitimate child. 

The heart of his mother, St. Monica, 
was torn again and again by his mis- 
deeds, so that she asked the holy 
bishop, St. Ambrose, to speak with 
Augustine. Ambrose knew that Augus- 
tine would not listen, and so he re- 
fused. But when he listened to her 
prayers and saw the tears, Ambrose was 
forced to say, “Go thy way and God 
bless you, for it is not possible that the 
son of these tears should perish.” 

St. Monica prayed for more than 
thirty years for Augustine. At last, 
shortly before her death, Augustine 
entered the Church. Thirty years of 
prayer and tears had been the price of 
his soul. 


LOUIS BUDENZ—WHAT HE PAID 


In our own day we have a similar 
story of the great price demanded for 
soul. Louis Budenz, the 
former Communist leader, fell away 
from the Church as a young man. He 


a single 


woman and he 
A cloud of 
sorrow fell over the members of his 
good Catholic family. 

Yet, through the years Budenz’s 
family treated him with real charity. 
Louis Budenz defection upset them 
terribly, but they never mentioned 
the state of sin in which he was living. 


married a divorced 


drifted into Communism. 
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Instead, every evening for many long 
years they prayed as St. Monica had 
prayed before them. 

In time, Budenz and his wife sepa- 
rated. Shortly after Christmas, 1936, 
he began a discussion of Communism 
with Bishop Fulton Sheen. Their dis- 
cussions had no immediate effect, but 
Bishop Sheen added a special remem- 
brance in his own daily Mass.. It was 
almost nine years more before the 
power of the Mass remembrance, 
added to the family rosary, won out. 
In October, 1945, the world was startled 
to hear that Communist Louis Budenz 
had returned to the Catholie Church. 

The family rosary said every day for 
thirty years was the price of his soul. 
If you say a rosary every day for 
thirty years, you will say almost 11,000 
don’t know how many 
members of Budenz’s family joined in 
their daily rosary. If it was only 
Budenz’s mother and _ father, that 
means that 22,000 rosaries were the 
price of his soul, plus the Mass remem- 


brances that Bishop Sheen gave him and 


rosaries. I 


other prayers that were being said. 

It would take you 60 years to say 
22,000 rosaries if you were going to 
say one every day. So if you are pray- 
ing for the conversion of anyone, don’t 
give up after a week or two. 


OUR SAVIOR—WHAT HE PAID 


If you want one final way to know 
the value of your soul, look at our 
Blessed Savior on the crucifix. Look 
at the thorns buried deep into His 
sacred head. See the blood flow into 
His eyes. 

Hear Him cry out, “I thirst.” For 
what does He thirst? He thirsts for 
souls! For your soul, for my soul, for 
the souls of millions of people who do 
not even know or love Him. 

This is the value of a soul. 


WINNING CONVERTS 


Winning Converts 


Second Sunday after Pentecost 


“Go out into the highways and hedges, and make them come in, so that my house 


may be filled” (Luke 14, 23). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) Archbishop Cushing, Bishop Sheen, 
Father O’Brien on the role of the 
laity in convert work. 

(2) Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons—see how 
they work. 

(3) Why don’t we work? 


Some people think that the work of 
winning converts is only for priests 
and for “specialists” like Bishop Sheen 
and Fr. John A. O’Brien. This is far 
from the truth. There is no more 
wonderful experience in all the world 
than in helping someone to come into 
the Chureh. It is a privilege and an 
opportunity for lay men and women 
to help bring souls into the Church. 
There is no bigger thrill they can have. 

Archbishop Richard J. Cushing of 
Boston had this to say some time ago: 
“Catholic laymen obviously cannot 
help the priest in some of his duties. 
They cannot say Mass for him, they 
cannot anoint his sick or supply for 
him in the confessional. But the lay- 
man ean, and should, and must share in 
the great work of gathering in the 
white harvest of souls, and often 
enough in the very planting of the first 
seeds.” 

Bishop Fulton J. Sheen says, “The 
laity are not doing their share to make 
Christ’s Mystical Body, the Church, 
grow in ‘age and grace and wisdom’ 
before the world. We utilize Catholic 
men and women as lay ecatechists in 
foreign missions of Africa, India and 
Japan, but we do not do this at home.” 

And Fr. John A. O’Brien, one of the 
most famous priests in convert work, 


says in his book, Sharing the Faith: 
“The enlistment of the millions of our 
laity in the Apostolate of winning souls 
is the most urgent, imperative and im- 
portant step to be taken to bring the 
full deposite of divine truth to the many 
millions of Americans who are practi- 
cally churehless.”’ 


JEHOVAH WITNESSES; MORMONS 


Members of the Jehovah Witnesses’ 
sect really work for converts: they go 
from door to door; they stand on 
street corners in rain and snow trying 
to sell their magazines and papers, and, 
if people don’t have money to buy their 
literature, they give it away. 

Every young Mormon gives two 
vears of his life to serve as a lay mis- 
sionary either here in America or in 
foreign countries. These young Mor- 
mons can often be seen taking a reli- 
gious census, talking to people, trying 
diligently to spread their religion. 

The zeal of the Jehovah Witnesses 
and of Mormons is a remarkable thing 
to see. The sad part about it is they 
don’t have the whole truth. None of 
their members can go to confession; 
they cannot know the great joy of 
receiving the real Body and Blood of 
Our Lord in Holy Communion; when 
they get sick they have no priests to 
give them Extreme Unction. Yet, they 
who have so little in the matter of their 
faith work so hard to spread it. We 
who have the whole perfect faith, we 
who have Our Lord Himself—how 
much do we do? 

The layman’s best means of bring- 
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ing souls to Christ is, perhaps, through 
organizations such as the Legion of 
Mary or the Convert Makers of 
America. But laymen can work as 
individuals too. An office girl wrote to 
a friend: “I just wanted to let you 
know I gave the Novena for Conver- 
sions pamphlet to one of the girls in 
the office. And I’ve just completed 
another novena myself. I’m praying 


for about eight or nine friends.” 

This girl knows three of the most 
important means of winning converts: 
prayer; the distribution of the right 
literature; good example. There are 
many opportunities to help souls come 
closer to Christ, opportunities the 
priest never has. He doesn’t see the 
people in the machine shop, the bar, or 
the beauty salon—but you do! 


Winning Converts through Suffering 


Feast of the Sacred Heart 


“But one of the soldiers opened his side with a lance” (John 19, 34). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Talk minus sacrifice equals talk. 
(2) “. .. through the gates of pain.” 
(3) We cannot designate our sufferings. 


In all our sermons for this month we 
have been speaking of the great need 
of winning converts and of the tre- 
mendous value of each human soul. 
We have seen that it is not only pos- 
sible for us to share in this holy labor 
of bringing souls close to Christ, but 
that it is necessary if many souls are 
ever to be happy for all eternity as 
God wishes them to be. Raoul Plus, 
a well-known and holy French priest, 
tells us that “Souls are won by words, 
won by example, but, above all, they 
are won by sacrifice.” Our Blessed 
Lady told the children of Fatima: 
“Many souls go to hell because there 
is no one to pray and to do penance for 
them.” 


TALK MINUS SACRIFICE 
EQUALS TALK 


Sacrifice, penance and _ suffering 
must be important in winning souls 
because they had so prominent a place 
in the life of Our Divine Master. One 
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little prayer from His lips could have 
redeemed every human soul, yet He 
suffered and died for us. Why? To 
prove His love for us and to prove to 
us the great power of sacrifice and 
suffering. 

They tell the story of the young man 
who wrote a love letter to his sweet- 
heart. “I love you more than anything 
in the whole wide world. I would 
swim across the Atlantic Ocean to be 
with you. I would walk across the 
burning Sahara Desert to be at your 
side. I would fight every wild animal 
in the jungle just for you. I want you 
to know that Saturday night I will come 
to see you—if it doesn’t rain.” 

His love couldn’t have been very 
great, though he talked a fine love. 
That is not to be our expression of 
love if we follow Him who proved the 
great value of suffering by shedding 
His blood and dying for us. 


“THROUGH THE GATES OF PAIN” 


Just after the turn of this century a 
saintly French woman, Elizabeth 
Leseur, offered her life to God for her 
husband’s conversion. Though he was 

















WINNING CONVERTS THROUGH PRAYER 


an atheist and antireligious, his wife 
loved him exceedingly. Three years 
after she offered her very life to God 
she died. Her final ten months were 
of intense pain. Within a year her 
husband became a Catholic. Her ex- 
ample, her suffering, and the journal 
of her life which he carefully read in 
the lonely months following her death 
brought him not only into the Church, 
but into the priesthood. He died in 
1950, a widely known Dominican priest. 
Today beatification is being sought for 
his wife Elizabeth. 

The conversion of Clare Booth Luce 
bears out the importance of suffering 
too. Early in her instructions with 
Bishop Sheen she asked how it was 
that a good God could have permitted 
her 19-year-old daughter to die in a 
recent automobile accident. Bishop 
Sheen showed her that it was this suffer- 
ing, this sorrow that was leading her 
on to Christ. “Most converts are 
Good Friday converts,’ Mrs. Luce 
later wrote. “They have entered His 
kingdom through the gates of pain.” 

A few years ago, when television was 
new and highly popular, one little 
school girl quit watching her favorite 
program. 


” 


“What’s the matter with you, Marie? 
her father asked. “Don’t you like 
television any more?” 

“T like Jesus better than television,” 
she answered her father, “and I wish 
that He would make you go to Mass 
on Sundays.” 

Even better, however, than the 
penances we choose for ourselves are 
the ones God sends us. It may be 
sickness, a headache, inconvenience of 
some kind, hot or cold weather, un- 
kindness on the part of someone else. 
God wants us to have these sufferings, 
or he wouldn’t permit them. St. 
Francis de Sales tells us: “The patient 
suffering of afflictions that come to us 
from God and neighbor gains us more 
merit than we could acquire by ten 
years of self-imposed mortification.” 
And St. Alphonsus de Ligouri insists, 
“A soul gains more by peacefully bear- 
ing an affront than by fasting for ten 
days on bread and water.” 

Actually millions of souls are in 
need of God’s grace. They do not 
know Him or love Him. Our patient 
acceptance of our daily trials, our 
sacrifices and penances, great and small, 
ean help them. Our Lord and the 
saints insist this is so. 


Winning Converts through Prayer 


Third Sunday after Pentecost 


“Rejoice with me, because I have found my sheep that was lost” (Luke 15, 6). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) People, like yourselves, who pray for 
conversions. 
(2) How shall we pray? 
(3) Never stop praying. 


I know one young man who has made 
a list of people outside the Church 


and fallen-away Catholics for whom he 
On his list he in- 
whom he 


frequently prays. 
cludes relatives, people 
knows, as well as a famous person here 
and there whom he feels is attracted to 
the Church. He prays constantly for 
this group, and frequently many long 
months pass without any apparent 
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success. Yet, every once in a while his 
prayers are answered. 

On one occasion it was a friend of 
his, involved in a bad marriage, who 
‘ame back to Church. Another time 
it was an 80-year-old aunt who was 
baptized on her deathbed. Again it 
was the father of four young boys who 
‘ame into the Church. In this last 
“ase he knows his prayers alone didn’t 
turn the trick, for the man has a very 
fine Catholic wife. Yet, he knows his 
prayers did some good. 

Another group of young students 
have a special Mass said and offer 
prayers for conversions on the First 
Friday of each month. They write 
the names of potential converts and 
fallen-away relatives, ete., on slips of 
paper which they drop into a box. The 
box is placed on the altar each time the 
group holds its special day of prayer. 
Almost without fail, every month these 
young students hear of someone, whose 
name is in their box, entering the 
Church or returning to the sacraments. 

If possible, it is best to have pro- 
spective converts pray for themselves. 
The late Archbishop O’Hara of Kansas 
City advised such persons to pray on 
their knees to obtain for themselves 
the graces they needed to become 
Catholies. 


HOW SHALL WE PRAY 


What prayers ought we say? The 
greatest prayer of all, of course, is the 
Mass. If we really want to win con- 
verts, we ought to assist at Mass as 
often as possible. 
Masses said frequently for conversions. 


We ought to have 


Missionaries are begging for Mass in- 
tentions. 
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Our Lady’s Rosary is very powerful. 
Mary is the mother of all men. She 
wants everyone to be saved. If we 
pray to her and through her, she will 
add her perfect prayers to ours. 

Our prayers, of course, must be de- 
vout. Our Holy Father, for example, 
is deeply prayerful. He thinks what 
he prays. Every sunny afternoon, 
when possible, he takes about an hour’s 
walk in the Vatican Gardens. His 
walk is a fervent prayer. He saunters 
slowly, very slowly, up and down the 
low hills, hands joined at belt, head 
bent and eyes on the ground. Or assist- 
ing at ceremonies in St. Peter’s, he 
kneels, as if a statue of white marble, 
hands clasped on his priedieu, eyes 
focussed on the tabernacle or the 
ground, seldom moving even his head. 


NEVER STOP PRAYING! 


We must pray with great persever- 
ance. If St. Monica had not continued 
her prayers year after year, would we 
have a St. Augustine today? If the 
parents of former Communist Louis 
Budenz had not continued their daily 
rosary for thirty long years, would 
their son have come back to the 
Church? 

Perhaps we won’t know all the re- 
sults of our prayerful efforts in this 
life. Thomas Merton, the Trappist 
writer and a convert, asks this question 
in his famous book, The Seven Storey 
Mountain: “Who prayed for me? 
One day I shall know. This much is 
sure, it was through the prayers of 
someone who loved God that I was one 
day delivered out of that hell where 
I was already confined without know- 
ing it.” 
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GOOD BOOKS AND KIND PEOPLE 


Good Books and Kind People 


Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 


“Do not be afraid; henceforth thou shalt catch men” (Luke 5, 10). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) The good of uplifting lterature. 


(2) Kindness, kindness, kindness. 


During the war in Korea a young 
soldier wrote the following letter to the 
editor of Catholic Digest: 


While reading the popular maga- 
zines I was shocked by the sordidness 
of their articles. My faith in hu- 
man nature hit a new low. 

Then I read several Catholic maga- 
zines that were lying around the 
tent. The articles, proving that 
somebody is working unselfishly for 
the good of the people, lifted my 
faith in human beings. 

I soon began to read other Catho- 
lic prayerbooks and pamphlets. 

Then I asked a Catholie soldier to 
explain things in the missal. He then 
had me going to Mass with him and 
later took me to see the chaplain 
who enlightened me further. 

Soon I will become a member of 
the Church because it recognizes the 
good side of this troubled world. 

If your magazine would supplant 
the popular magazines in the homes, 
this world would be in much better 
shape. 

Several Catholic magazines, Catho- 
lic prayerbooks and pamphlets played 
their part in bringing this soldier 
into the Chureh. We could tell a 
hundred and more stories where the 
proper Catholic newspaper, magazine, 
book, or pamphlet brought souls close 
to Christ. What is to prevent us from 
spreading good literature in every way 
possible? 


KINDNESS, KINDNESS, KINDNESS 


Bishop Sheen says there are three 


rules for winning converts: Kindness, 
kindness, and kindness. 

There is the case of the farmer who 
had come to town to sell some hogs. 
With an abundance of money in his 
pocket, the farmer celebrated a little 
too much, and his wife was having diffi- 
culty getting him into the ear. Finally 
she threatened, “If you don’t straighten 
up, I’m going to call the cops!” 

A well-dressed gentleman was walk- 
ing past. He sniffed and remarked, “I 
don’t blame you, madam; I would, too.” 

By the time the man and his wife 
were in front of their parking spot a 
big fellow with his “collar on back- 
He helped the 
man into the car saying, “God bless 
“Right then and there,” the 
drinker later confessed, “I decided I 
could use some of his religion.” Three 
kind words and a little lift had won 
a sinful soul for the Master. 


wards” came along. 


you.” 


It was the good example of his Notre 
Dame football players that led the 
great coach Knute Rockne into the 
Church. Before a big game in the 
East, Rockne was so nervous, worried 
and unable to sleep that he went down 
to sit alone in the lobby about three 
o’clock in the morning. About five or 
six o’clock he saw two of his players 
leaving the hotel. They told him they 
were going to Mass. 

Rockne retired to a chair where he 
could see the door, but couldn’t be seen 
himself. In pairs and small groups 
almost the entire team filed out the 
door. “Are you going to Mass too?” 
he asked the last group. When they 
said, “Yes,” he decided to go with 
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them and it wasn’t long before he too 
went with them to the Communion rail. 

No doubt you have non-Catholic 
friends or neighbors who would feel 
honored to come to church with you 
some time. Bring them and explain 
what is going on. 

There are many ways of influencing 
souls if you are interested. If you 
never pass along the right pamphlet, 
if you never profess your faith openly, 


if you aren’t interested in winning 
souls for Christ, you are missing . the 
most thrilling experience possible: 
bringing a soul into the Church. How 
many souls will be lost because we are 
too busy or too bashful to help them 
along the way. Act as if Jesus were 
speaking to you alone instead of to 
Peter in today’s Gospel. “Do not be 
afraid; henceforth thou shalt eatch 
men.” 


Some Motives for Convert Work 


Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 


“Unless your justice exceeds that of the Scribes and Pharisees, you shall not enter 
the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5, 20). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Brief summary of preceding homilies 
on convert work. 


(2) Motives for winning converts. 


For some weeks now we’ve been tell- 
ing the stories about converts, some of 
them famous, some you’ve never heard 
about. In this way we have tried to 
illustrate the true importance of win- 
ning converts as well as some of the 
means we can use in laboring for souls. 
It ought also to be clear that many 
people want to become Catholics. 

This is our last talk for the present 
on this subject. Shall we promptly 
forget about winning converts now, or 
shall we really set out to do something 
for the many souls who need Christ so 
badly? 


CONVERT WORK BRINGS 
HAPPINESS TO US 


Winning souls for Christ can help 
make our own lives happier. This is 
especially true for those of you involved 
in mixed marriages. The Catholic 
party’s chances for salvation and for 
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earthly happiness will be increased if 
he or she brings his spouse into the 
Chureh. The salvation of their chil- 
dren will be more certainly assured. 

Our own spiritual life will be con- 
siderably intensified if we organize our 
life on a “winning converts” basis. We 
know what methods must be used to 
win souls for Christ: prayer, penance, 
knowledge of our faith, kindness, and 
sympathy. In our prayers and pen- 
ances for others, we shall be strength- 
ened tremendously. 

Working for souls is a great way of 
pleasing Our Lord. Obviously, He 
often spoke on the subject: “I am the 
good shepherd, and I know mine and 
. . And other sheep I 
Them 


mine know me 
have that are not of this fold. 
also I must bring, and they shall hear 
my voice, and there shall be one fold 
and one shepherd” (John 10, 14-17). 
By bringing souls into the Church 
we can bring untold happiness into the 
lives of others. Christian Petersen, 
noted Iowa sculptor and college pro- 
fessor who entered the Church some 
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SOME MOTIVES FOR CONVERT WORK 


years ago (1948) said at that time, 
“Those who have been Catholies from 
infaney can scarcely realize the con- 
vert’s peace and joy after his first Con- 
fession and Holy Communion.” Ought 
we not spread this peace and joy of 
our Faith? 


HEAVEN AND HELL: 
STRONG MOTIVES 


meditation on the 
terrible pain and the eternity of hell 


A moment’s 


is another great motive for winning 
souls. If we could see the number of 
souls falling into hell and their over- 
whelming pains, if we knew what sepa- 
ration from God for all eternity really 
meant, we would certainly exhaust our- 
selves on behalf of the many souls in 
danger of being lost. 

The same is true if we think about 
the tremendous joy of heaven. We 
don’t deserve it, but God will supply us 
with perfect happiness in heaven, not 
in the brief and imperfect snatches we 
sometimes experience here on earth, 
but completely and forever. If we try 
to realize in some degree the happiness 
of the blessed, certainly we shall want 
our non-Catholic and fallenaway rela- 
tives and friends to share this ecstacy. 

There are a thousand reasons for 
wanting to win souls and a thousand 
ways of doing something about it. 

The three classes of souls in the 
world might be compared to three 
farmers. One farmer has no tools at 
all and, of course, he won’t get any 


work done. A second farmer has an 
old horse and a hand plow. If he is 
able to make a living in the competi- 
tive market it will be something of a 
miracle. The third farmer has a 
modern tractor and all the equipment 
that goes with it. With good weather 
and hard work, this farmer can support 
himself and his family without too 
much difficulty. 

The person in the world without any 
religion at all is like the farmer with- 
out tools. It isn’t possible to harvest 
a crop without any equipment. The 
person with an imperfect or false re- 
ligion is like the farmer with the horse 
and plow. The full-fledged Catholic 
is like the farmer with all the tools. 
He has the Mass; He has the seven 
sacraments; He has all the equipment 
for saving his soul. With ordinary 
diligence and love he can gain a high 
place in heaven. 

There are millions of souls without 
any religion at all. There are many 
millions seeking happiness with an in- 
complete and false religion. By 
prayer, penance, good example, good 
literature, kindness, by instructing 
souls and by bringing them to the 
priest, we can help these millions. 
Shall we forget our non-Catholic 
friends and relatives? Are we too busy 
to think and pray and labor for the 
many who have fallen away from the 
true fold? There is great joy in bring- 
ing souls to Christ. We can do it. 
We must do it. Then, let us do it! 
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Progress and Problems 
of Educational Television . 


By RIGHT REV. MSGR. PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., LL.D., Ed.D. 


A WRITER in The Catholic Pre- 
view of Entertainment (November, 
1957) tells us that “educational TV 
has gotten off to a flying start and 


promises to have a robust growth.” 


There was good reason to be skeptical 
about the future of educational TV 
just five years ago, he goes on to say, 
but today a growing group of influen- 
tial teachers sound increasingly enthusi- 
astie about its potentialities. They 
even speak of the eventual revolution- 
izing of traditional means of education 
through effective use of the video 
screen. The audience of the nation’s 
thirty non-commercial educational TV 
stations on the regular wave bands 
grows day by day. No longer is there 
rejection of educational programs as 
“eultural stuff.” 

Surveying the scene happily, educa- 
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tors anticipate a productive union be- 
tween TV and learning. The day is 
not far distant when audiences will 
tune in the TV set “as much to learn 
as to be entertained.” Surveys have 
shown the children are more engrossed 
by the TV lessons than they were by 
classroom instruction, and they do 
better at their studies, too. The chem- 
istry instructor on TV gives everyone 
a box seat. Mothers and housewives 
become students of history, interna- 
tional relations, and a host of other 
subjects. 


EDUCATIONAL TV IN PITTSBURGH 


Dr. Ear] A. Dimmick, superintendent 
of schools in Pittsburgh, looks upon 
television as a mighty factor in edu- 
vation. He tells us that the people 
are ahead of the schools in sensing the 
rast potential of television. No school 
system can escape its impact. “The 
question is, will it engulf us or will we 
harness this new-found energy?” 

Station WQED, in Pittsburgh, the 
first and oldest community educational 
television station of those now operat- 
ing, began its telecasts on April 1, 1954. 
Financed by community contributions, 
it serves an area within a radius of 


























PROGRESS AND PROBLEMS OF EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION 


sixty miles of Pittsburgh. The Ford 
Foundation, through its Fund for the 
Advancement of Education, granted 
WQED $150,000 with which to con- 
duct TV classes in a limited number of 
Pittsburgh district schools. The A. 
W. Mellon Education and Charitable 
Trust made additional funds available. 
Of this educational TV station, a VHF 
channel, Dr. Dimmick writes that it 
represents a capital investment of 
$450,000, a basic operating budget of 
$279,000, and a total operating budget 
of $615,000 for 1957. It serves a geo- 
graphie area within a radius of fifty to 
sixty miles, including approximately 
400 school districts with an enrollment 
of 400,000 children. 

We have spoken! of the teaching 
demonstration in reading, arithmetic, 
and French conducted by © station 
WQED. The suecess of the demon- 
stration was phenomenal. The original 
objective was to attract nine classes 
to the project. Twenty classes volun- 
teered and participated, while twenty 
additional schools followed the pro- 
grams independently but systemati- 
cally. Parents were given an option 
to elect television teaching or regular 
classroom work. They chose to have 
their children assigned to television 
demonstration classes. When the sec- 
ond year of the demonstration began, 
parents and pupils were again given an 
option of television or regular classes. 
The response was unanimous; all tele- 
vision students chose to continue in the 


same group. 


TV DEMONSTRATION CLASSES: 
HOW THEY WORK 


St. Bernard parish school in Mt. 
Lebanon, a suburb of Pittsburgh, was 
selected as the diocesan school to take 


'THe HomiLtetic AND PastoraL Review, 
April, 1938. 


part. Sister Mary Gabriel Phelan, 
S.S.J., who is a television class teacher 
in St. Bernard’s, contributes to the 
Bulletin of the NCEA (February, 1958) 
an account of her experience as a 
teacher in this demonstration. Her 
article is entitled, ‘A Classroom 
Teacher Looks at Televised Instruc- 
tion.” One of the first problems to be 
solved, she tells us, was that of con- 
vineing reluctant classroom teachers of 
the value of televised instruction. 
When these teachers found that tele- 
vision contained no threat of abolish- 
ing the classroom teacher, their oppo- 
sition vanished. The classroom teacher 
must follow the telecast, interpret, re- 
late, discuss, and continue the lesson 
begun by the TV teacher. 

The daily lessons of the demonstra- 
tion began in September 1955. Twenty- 
five minutes every day were devoted to 
the teaching of each of the following 
reading, arithmetic, and 
Lesson plans were mailed to 


subjects: 
French. 
each teacher and reading and _ arith- 
metic were continued by her in a 
planned follow-up program. The plans 
listed material to be covered in the 
telecast, suggested follow-up by the 
classroom teacher, and materials the 
students would use during the lesson. 
Excellent lists of books were also in- 
eluded for each unit in reading. 

A five-minute warning period alerted 
the class. At thirty seconds before the 
telecast a loud gong was the signal for 
With the best 


of preparation, existing classrooms were 


turning off the lights. 


inadequate for television teaching, but 
desks were placed in the best position, 
dark blinds secured for the windows, 
and lighting fixtures were placed as 
close as feasible to the ceiling to avoid 
shadows on the sereen. Though recep- 
tion was poor in some localities, St. 
Bernard’s school was fortunately cir- 
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cumstanced and had excellent reception. 
The lighting system was properly ad- 
justed and is serving well in this third 
year of the demonstration. The stand- 
ard 21” television set was found to be 
adequate. Various tests were em- 
ployed to evaluate the work and to 
measure the progress of the pupils. The 
control classes took the same tests. 
An interesting innovation was a teacher- 
made test in French administered over 
television. 


SOME FINDINGS 


Sister Mary Gabriel speaks in high 
terms of the teacher of reading, whose 
warm personality established immedi- 
ate rapport between herself and the 
pupils. Much time was given to phases 
of reading sometimes neglected, such as 
dictionary use, word study skills, how 
to find reference materials, and com- 
prehension vocabulary drill. Sister 
Gabriel feels that television teaching 
of reading can be an effective instru- 
in stimulating the reading in- 
terests of children. These interests 
drive them to the library for collateral 
reading and make it necessary for the 
school to enlarge the classroom library. 
Sister’s slowest reader amazed her one 
day by telling her that he had read 
nineteen books since September. A 
visit 
Robert Frost stirred the class’s inter- 
est in poetry in general, and the library 
experienced an unexpected run on books 


ment 


to the classroom by the _ poet 


of poetry. 

Arithmetic was a subject admirably 
suited to the TV 
close-ups made arithmetical processes 


medium. Camera 
clear to the pupils as the teacher went 
A general 
work of the 1955-56 


group claimed that reading was more 


on with her explanation. 
report on the 


suitable than arithmetie and French for 
TV teaching, but a like report on the 
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1956-57 demonstration found — that 
arithmetic was more suitable than read- 
ing. It was somewhat disconcerting for 
the TV teachers to find from the gen- 
eral report that “there was no signifi- 
‘ant difference in the scores made on 
tests between TV students and those 
taught by regular classroom methods.” 

Conversational French was taught in 
the first year of the demonstration for 
twenty-five minutes daily. Sister 
Gabriel says that the fifth grade seems 
an ideal place to introduce a child to 
By his fifth year 
in school he has developed some fa- 
cility with the mechanics of English, 


a second language. 


and his speech patterns are not yet 
“set” as they will become later. The 
readier tongue of the child picked up 
correct pronunciation with ease, and 
June of the first year found the children 


with a vocabulary of between five 
hundred and a thousand words and 
phrases. French conversation became 


too difficult for pupils poor in the lan- 
guage arts, and some schools declined 
a second year of the language. The 
better pupils voted unanimously for a 
second year of French and delighted in 
using it with each other or with their 
families at home. 


TV AND CLASSROOM TEACHERS 
WORK TOGETHER 


Sister Gabriel is not unaware of the 


problems facing ETYV. 

If the school administrator or prin- 
cipal does not wholeheartedly support 
it, it can be a failure. Acquiring the 
needed textbooks is another problem. 
If the classroom teacher is not con- 
vinced of the effectiveness of tele- 
vised instruction and cannot subordi- 
nate herself to and co-operate with 
the TV teacher, the children quickly 
sense this and react accordingly. TV 
education requires work on the part 
of the child, which to some is always 
distasteful. The little day-dreamer 





























Occasional Sermons After Old Capuchin Fashion 


MY DEAR PEOPLE 


By VENANTIUS BUESSING, O.F.M.Cap. 
“The Demosthenes of the people is the Capuchin . . .” 


The great Dominican Lacordaire in a sermon at Notre Dame Cathedral 
in Paris, January 22, 1852, spoke: ‘*The students have their books and 
academic circles in which to seek culture and education. The upper classes 
and the wealthy have lecturers and conferential speakers to expound 
the questions of the day to them. But who will carry the truth below? 
Who will make it descend to the poor, the common pople? The poor 
man needs the raptures of the word; he has affections to be moved, 
places in his heart where truth sleeps, and where eloquence must surprise 
it and awake it with a sudden awakening. Let him hear Demosthenes! 
And the Demosthenes of the people is the Capuchin.” 


CONSIDER A RANDOM SELECTION of the sermons which are printed here 
exactly as delivered, 100% free of the self-consciousness that seems to become part 
of a style when an author seeks to publish a book: Diamond Jubilee of a Church; 
Religious Reception; Silver Jubilee of a Nun; First Holy Mass; Funeral Oration; 
sermons on St. Ann, Mary Magdalen, the Peter’s Pence Collection, the Catholic 
Press. 


Seque to Dearly Beloved, which one member of the Hierarchy purchased for every 
priest in his diocese, My Dear People is broadly divided into: Feasts and Saints; 
Specific Sermons; The Way of the Cross; The Seven Last Words; Miscellanea; 
The Mysteries of the Most Holy Rosary. 

This is a sermon book—but it is not ‘‘just another sermon book.”” There is only one 


Father Venantius and thousands of priests who own his other sermon books will 
testify to this. Some of them do herewith. Price $5.00 





A Style All His Own! | 


. clearly written for oral presentation with no thought of literary style, is 
most attractive in its homely simplicity—the simplicity of utter sincerity.’”’— 
Cyrit VoLiert, 8.J., Review for Religious 


“If I were your religious superior I would insist that you write more of the 
same solid type of spiritual direction.””-—Most Rev. James L. CONNOLLY 


‘ 


‘... His figures are as homely as, and in their way similar to, St. Frances de 
Sales.”,-—Vincent T. Eaton, 8.S., The Priest 

**... most edifying throughout . . .."—Most Rev. Josepn F. RuMMEL 

‘There is a puckish humor in the book. His work no priest can resist no 
matter how dull in the doldrums he may be.”—Joun B. SHeerin, C.S.P., 
Kditor, The Catholic World 











JosepPu F. WAGNER, INC. 53 Park Place, N.Y. 7, N.Y. 
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presents a particularly — difficult 
problem. Therefore, the classroom 
teacher cannot sit down passively but 
must continue to use all the time- 
hunored devices to spur children on 
to study and pay attention. TV 
education does not and cannot be ex- 
pected to do the whole job of teach- 
ing, any more than a text or other 
tools of learning do. 


Among the many visitors to Pitts- 
burgh during the course of the demon- 
stration was a committee of educators, 
including William MHansen, superin- 
tendent of New York City schools, and 
John 8. Fischer, superintendent of Balti- 
more schools, appointed for the pur- 
pose of evaluating this teaching tech- 
nique. The committee made many 
constructive suggestions and agreed 
that “extensive exploration . . . is 
essential to finding out how to use 
TV well and how to avoid its dangers.” 
Interesting also are the personal ob- 
servations voiced by many in touch 
with the project. Parent enthusiasm is 
high, writes Dr. Dimmick, after two 
years of total teaching in the selected 
schools. There are no disciplinary 
problems because children discipline 
themselves to come to attention in 
split seconds. The professional con- 
cern of the staff for the daily growth 
and development of children is spon- 
taneous, genuine, and __ heartening. 
Public libraries and book stores con- 
tinue to be deluged with requests for 
supplementary aids. 


PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED 


Educational television demands ex- 
cellent teachers. It is clear from the 
Pittsburgh project that only superior 
teaching can survive. The strengthen- 
ing of the demand for superior teachers 
may well be one of the great contri- 
butions of television, for the shortage 
in the schools is not one of teachers but 
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one of able teachers. Dr. Dimmick 
finds that one of the best testimonials 
for ETV lies in the fact that none of 
the original participants discontinued 
the television classes. More schools 
used the lessons during the second year, 
and there are evidences that still more 
will participate during the present, the 
third year. In this third year, 1957- 
58, the total teaching demonstration 
calls for the following subjects: physics 
(two half-hour periods), seventh grade 
english, sixth grade reading, ninth 
grade general science, beginning French 
(elementary grades), and intermediate 
French (elementary grades). For the 
school year 1957-58, Educational Tele- 
Vision Station WQED operates 78'/» 
hours each week. This represents an 
increase of eleven hours weekly over 
the preceding year. 

Dr. Dimmick notes certain unsolved 
problems that are of interest to any 
person or institution concerned with 
educational television. First of all, 
practically nothing has been done about 
the design, lighting, ventilation, furni- 
ture, and equipment of the new schools 
in the Pittsburgh area in which classes 
will be taught by television. Secondly, 
the audio-visual proponents and the 
television enthusiasts have been work- 
ing at cross purposes. There is need- 
less duplication resulting in inefficiency 
and waste. These two groups must get 
together. Competition does not help 
but rather retards developments in 
both fields. 

The third problem deals with the 
relative merits of closed circuit versus 
open circuit television. Rival claims 
must be examined impartially. In 
Pennsylvania a state-wide committee 
has undertaken to study closed circuit 
programming. “We believe,” writes Dr. 
Dimmick, “we can do on open circuit 
everything that can be done on closed 


























PROGRESS AND PROBLEMS OF EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION 


circuit with much broader coverage and 
at a lesser cost.” 

Finally, there are many _ technical 
problems of the studio, of transmis- 
sion and reception. These must be 
given over to the engineers and pro- 
gram specialists for solution. 

Every innovation encounters fears, 
inertia, and even resistance. Propo- 
nents of television hope to overcome all 
obstacles through genuine progress in 
the use and application of television to 
education. “No other medium of mass 
concludes Doctor 
Dimmick, “has had such profound in- 
fluence in so short a time. 


communication,” 


Television 
We cannot 
keep it out of our schools, and who 
wants to?” 


has come into our homes. 


NEED OF FURTHER 
EXPERIMENTATION 


Dr. Alexander J. Stoddard? is of the 
opinion that the use of television for 
direct teaching at the college level will 
grow rapidly. At the school level 
relatively less progress has been made. 
This is traceable in the main to three 
causes. 1) the fear that education by 
television, especially with large classes, 
may involve learning merely by look- 
ing and listening, a sort of passive re- 
sponse that would negate active par- 
ticipation on the part of the learner; 
2) the fact that our school organization 
generally, as well as building and other 
facilities, is geared to a program in- 
volving rather uniform numbers of 
pupils per teacher, fitted to a recitation 
pattern at all levels; 3) the difficulties 
involved in making television instruc- 
tion into an integral part of the school 
program. 


2Schools for Tomorrow: An Educator’s 
Bueprint. By Dr. Alexander J. Stoddard (The 
Fund for the Advancement of Education, 
New York; 1957). 


human 
beings, at all age levels, comes from 
participation in experiences in which 
the involvement of the learner is mental 
and emotional and not always physical 
activity. The use of television, even 
with very large instructional groups, 
need not rule out discussion, review, 
recitation, interchange of reactions be- 
tween television teacher and pupils, ap- 
plication in activities and projects. All 
of these activities rule out passivity. 


Much of the learning of 


At times the learning reactions are so 
vigorous and even so violent as to 
alarm both teachers and_ parents. 
Television is far from sterile from the 
standpoint of pupil reaction. Our 
myriad cowboys and Davy Crocketts 
are proof of this, if proof be needed. 

In measuring the potentialities of 
television, we divide the learning proc- 
ess into two phases. There is first per- 
ception through which we gather the 
raw materials of learning through one 
or more of the senses. The second 
phase is thinking, which involves turn- 
ing these raw materials into the finished 
products of knowledge and wisdom. 
Though this division of learning into 
perception and thinking is an over- 
simplification, it is sufficiently accurate 
to enable us to understand that a great 
deal of the perception phase, the looking 
and listening phase, can be done in 
When we 
come to the thinking phase, the reac- 
tion of the individual to his sensations, 
smaller groups are necessary. 

If we arbitrarily divide pupils into 
thirty-pupil groups for both phases of 
the learning process, the result is a 
considerable waste of time in having 
the groups unnecessarily small for the 
perception phase, the use of the senses. 
Smaller groups than the conventional 
one teacher for every thirty pupils may 
be needed in the thinking or reaction 


large groups over television. 
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part of the process of learning. “Care- 
ful experimentation and evaluation are 
needed,” says Doctor Stoddard, “be- 
fore the potentialities of television for 
dealing with both types of learning can 
be determined. Television and 
other forms of visual aids offer the 
schools the possibility of carrying on the 
first phase of the learning experience in 
as large group as administratively fea- 
sible. This might release the resources 
necessary to provide smaller groups 
than are generally provided at present 
to carry on the reaction side of the 
learning process on a basis fitted more 
closely to individual needs and growth 
progress.” 

Certain other problems are posed by 
the practical difficulties of establishing 
the great instrument of television as an 
efficient instrument in teaching. The 
first is the problem of cost and budget- 
ing, a difficulty that comes to the front 
in every discussion of ETV. We have 
spoken also of the second “road block,” 
namely, the fact that our present school 
buildings and other physical facilities 
were not planned with television in 
mind and are not easily adapted for its 
use. The third practical difficulty is 
that involved in planning the place of 
television in the school program and 
schedules; this seems to many to be 
well-nigh insurmountable. The fourth 
difficulty, finding and training good 
television teachers, challenges the col- 
leges as well as other school levels. 

The colleges using educational TV 
have made or are making the adjust- 
ments necessary to meet the first three 
difficulties we have enumerated. 

At the school level the situation is 
somewhat different. Here the problems 
involved in fitting education by tele- 
vision into the modern philosophy of 
the way children should learn are more 
diffeult to solve. Since much of the 
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teaching in the elementary schools is 
on a self-contained basis, most of the 
television education thus far intro- 
duced has been of the enrichment, 
supplementary, extra type, not inte- 
grated directly with the regular pro- 
gram of instruction. The programs 
offered fail to cover material of the 
curriculum. If the offerings are op- 
tional, they are frequently refused, 
chiefly because the television programs 
are not integrated with the curriculum 
requirements. 
Consider Dr Stoddard’s proposal: 


Let there be experimentation to de- 
termine, first, whether there is a 
practical way to incorporate tele- 
vision into the school program in 
such manner as to substitute for and 
lessen what the regular teacher must 
do so she can do the remainder better 
and also possibly to teach some 
things even more efficiently than she 
could do otherwise; and second, to 
determine which phases and types of 
learning experience lend themselves 
best to the television medium of 

presentation; and third, whether a 

high level of teaching efficiency can 

be attained with fewer trained 
teachers than would be involved in 
the usual school organization. 

Can we harness and direct this power- 
ful means of communication, with its 
high potential, and make it contribute 
to the improvement of instruction? 
Sister Mary Gabriel tells us that the 
prime requisite is good _ instruction. 
Nothing is gained by televising medi- 
ocre teaching. The teaching must be 
live teaching, not kinescoped or filmed 
instruction. If we are to teach effec- 
tively with this new instrument, we 
must translate educational content into 
a dramatie form fitted to television and 
integrate subject matter with the cur- 
riculum. Unless we can do something 
with television that we could not do as 
well without it, failure lies ahead. 
































Excerpts ..... from a Pastor’s 


CAMPAIGN ANNOUNCEMENT’ 





Recognizing that a church and school which for decades had served this area 
was no Jonger adequate, several years ago (our parish) undertook a fund raising campaign 
to build a new church, sorely needed to accommodate our people and to keep our parish 
apace with the progress of our community. Some may remember this campaign as a 
relatively successful, but high pressure program which may not have met with the ap- 
proval of many of our people. Many who would have liked to contribute felt unable to 


join with their fellow parishioners because of the use of a high “‘minimum acceptable” 
amount which their financial circumstances could not enable them to meet 


We assure our people that we have sought out and secured for our (second) 
campaign the direction of a firm recognized for the understanding and tact of its approach 
to the financial needs of the Church. The record of this firm is one of favorable acceptance 


It is our intention, in this campaign, to extend to ALL our people, without ex- 
ception, the opportunity to share in the progress of their parish. No parishioner will be 
restricted from participation due to his inability to give a specified amount. No one will 
be asked to work in the campaign on the basis of his giving ability, or be expected to con- 
tribute at the time of entering the campaign organization. Our campaign will be con- 
| ducted in a manner in keeping with the dignity of our Church, and without high pressure 





on our people 


We are confident that our people will recognize our need, and that the methods 
used in this campaign will meet with their approval and encourage their unanimous 
support——support which will forge our parish into a stronger Team, working together in 
the cause of Christ 











The above verbatim excerpts are from a Pastor’s announcement message 
to his people—a message in which he announced the launching of a cam- 
paign under direction of The Charles J. Francis Company. In this cam- 
paign the achievement of money was a secondary objective. The primary 
objective was to knit the parish together after the disruptive effects of a pre- 
vious “high-pressure”? campaign. 


* Name on request. 


THE CHARLES J. FRANCIS COMPANY 


1526 The Paseo 1284 Mission St. 
Kansas City, Mo. San Francisco, Calif. 























COMPLETELY REVISED AND UPDATED! 


A PRACTICAL COMMENTARY 
ON THE 


CODE OF CANON LAW 





By REV. STANISLAUS WOYWOD, O.F.M., L.L.B. 
Revised by REV. CALLISTUS SMITH, O.F.M., J.C.L. 


Contains All Decrees Up Through March 19, 1957 


Reverend Callistus Smith, O.F.M., LL.B., has devoted months of pains- 
taking study and research to the preparation of this revised edition. He 
has added to it not only all recent decrees, but also important decisions of 
the Commission for the Authentic Interpretation of the Code of Canon Law. 

Like previous editions, this 1958 revision gives you the scholarly yet 
vividly clear interpretation of the Canons for which the COMMENTARY 
is justly famous. Intended above all as a working tool for parish priests, 
this book digests the entire Code of Canon Law as it applies to Persons, 
Things, Canonical Trials and Offenses and Penalties. Its order of pre- 
sentation of topics parallels that of the Code itself. Each Canon is ex- 
plained in detail, together with specific advice on how to apply it in given 
circumstances. 


Guides You to Correct Decisions on Difficult Problems 


With this 1763-page volume at hand, you will be able to see at once 
exactly how to handle any problem of Church Law involving your parish- 
ioners, members of the clergy, the Sacraments, etc.—all the religious and 
temporal matters which are your responsibility. On many such problems 
you will find clear-cut answers; on others, where canonists differ in their 
views, you will get the best-informed opinions, along with the author’s 
personal recommendations as to what course you should follow. In this 
way you can be reasonably certain that your decisions and actions have the 
full sanction of Church Law in effect today. 


1763 pages Fully Indexed Bound in Buckram 
Stamped in Gold Price $15.00 


Josepu F. WAGNER INc., 53 Park Place, New York 7, N. Y. 
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UESTIONS An SWERED 


By CECIL L. PARRES, C.M., J.C.D. 


Father Parres is Professor of Canon 
Law and Moral Theology at Assumption 
Seminary, San Antonio, Texas. Prior to 
this he taught at St. Mary’s Seminary, 
Pe rryville 9 Missouri. He has be en editor 
of this department since June, 1957. 








Burial of Unbaptized Infant 


Question: What can be done in con- 
ducting the burial service of an un- 
baptized child of Catholic parents? 

SYMPATHETIC 


Answer: A priest should be sympa- 
thetie and willing to do what he can 
without violating the Church’s law or 
giving the impression that it makes no 
real difference whether an infant is 
baptized or not. 

Canon 1239 excludes the unbaptized 
from the benefit of ecclesiastical burial. 
The definition of ecclesiastical burial 
ean be found in Canon 1204. It con- 
sists in the transfer of the body to the 
church, the funeral services in the 
ehureh, and interment of the body in 
ground destined by 
blessing for the burial of the faithful. 
Catechumens who die without baptism 
through no fault of their own are to be 


given ecclesiastical burial. All baptized 


consecration or 


persons may be given ecclesiastical 
burial unless they are deprived of it by 
law. 

By way of comment on the general 
law as outlined in the above paragraph, 
let it be noted that infants are not to 
be reckoned as catechumens and so en- 


titled to ecclesiastical burial if they 


die unbaptized.1. However, while ec- 
clesiastical burial cannot be accorded 
infants who die without baptism, a 
doubt concerning baptism or its validity 
can be interpreted in favor of eccle- 
siastical burial, provided there is really 
some positive probability of baptism. 

Supposing exclusion of the deceased 
infant of Catholic parents from eccle- 
siastical burial, our question is: What 
kind of burial service can be conducted 
by the priest for the unbaptized infant? 
The rite for the burial of infants as 
given in the Roman Ritual should not 
be used. This is the rite to be used 
for the ecclesiastical burial of baptized 
infants. It would not seem permitted 
to use the official rite for the burial 
of infants even in part since the prayers 
of this rite are appropriate only for 
baptized infants.2, On the other hand, 
it is not forbidden for the priest to say 
some suitable prayers for the consola- 
tion of the relatives. Furthermore, I 
should see no violation of Canon Law 
if the priest were to accompany the 
funeral from the home to the cemetery. 


' Cf. Bousearen-Ellis, Canon Law, 2 ed. 1955, 
p. 682. 

* Mahoney, Questions and Answers (Lon- 
don: Burns, Oates, & Washbourne, 1949), IT, 
p. 644. 
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Prayers could be said both at the home 
and at the cemetery. Canon Mahoney 
suggests the Our Father, the Rosary, 
or one of the psalms expressing resig- 
nation to the will of God.* Diocesan 
regulations, if there are any, should be 
followed. 

It is my opinion that, in the absence 
of specific local regulations, the priest 
will be acting prudently and safely if 


he does not use the prayers of the 
Ritual for the burial of infants, but 
selects some suitable prayers of a 


general character. The body of the 
unbaptized infant is not to be taken 
to the church and the priest should not 
wear sacred vestments. There should 


be no objection to wearing the cassock. 


Marriage Banns and 
Closed Seasons 
Question: When two Catholics con- 
tract marriage during Advent or Lent 
with permission for the nuptial blessing, 
is it better to publish the banns or not? 
ANCEPS 


Answer: Ultimately the decision 
concerning the legitimate reason for a 
dispensation from the publication of the 
banns of marriage will be made by the 
Ordinary of the place.* Local condi- 
tions will influence the decision. It 
must be remembered that Canon Law 
does not forbid marriages during Ad- 
vent and Lent, that is, from the first 
Sunday of Advent to Christmas in- 
clusively, and from the first Sunday of 
Lent to Easter Sunday inclusively. 


What is forbidden during these so- 
called closed seasons is the solemn 


blessing of the nuptials. However, the 
Bishop can, for a just reason, permit 
the solemn nuptial blessing during the 
closed seasons, warning the parties to 
abstain from too much display. 


> Loc. cit. 
*Canon 1028. 














QUESTIONS ANSWERED 


In places where marriages between 
Catholics are not commonly contracted 
eee 


during Advent and Lent, the publica- 





tion of the banns might increase re- ‘an start your parish on a 
quests for the solemnization of mar- proved-successful program 
riages during the closed seasons and the of good catholic reading! 


Bishop would consider the danger of a 
general disregard for the law and a 





proper respect for the sacred seasons a | eee 
legitimate cause for a dispensation from ; j t 
the publication of banns, the freedom supply everything including 
FREE DISPLAY RACK, famous 
Image Books and _ Children’s 
books, plus no-risk guarantee on 


top Catholic magazines. Write: 


of the parties being otherwise estab- 
lished according to law. A dispensation 
from the banns would seem practical 
and effective, however, only during the 


first weeks of Advent or Lent when it n 
fe Publishers’ 
would be obvious from the publication 


* 
of the banns that the marriage is going | Parish 


to take place during Advent or Lent. 


For the most part, the publication of Service 


banns during Advent or during the 180 Varick St., Room 530 
latter part of Lent would not indicate New York 14, N. Y. 


to the parishioners, unaware of the fact 
from other sources, that the solemniza- 
tion of a marriage is being planned 
during Advent or Lent. Publication of 
banns for marriages which take place 
immediately after Christmas or Easter 














are usually made during Advent or 
Lent. | 
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wife a non-Catholic, bring their baby Beauty of Design 
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Answer: One can appreciate the re- 
quest of the non-Catholic wife that her 
sister be allowed to hold the baby at 
baptism because of strong family ties. 
The effect of a refusal on a well-dis- 
posed non-Catholic wife and her family 
ean also be appreciated. 

The sponsors at baptism, in order 
to act validly, must hold or touch the 
infant during the actual administra- 
The mere fact 
that a third person, who has not been 


tion of the sacrament. 


designated as sponsor and who has no 
intention of being sponsor, is actually 
holding the child during baptism, while 
the sponsors touch the child, would in 
no way make this person a sponsor. 
In fact, we could think of many reasons 
why someone other than the sponsors 
would be better able to hold and care 
for an infant during the ceremonies of 
baptism and during the actual baptism. 
A sickly infant may need the expert 
vare and handling of a nurse. Spon- 
sors who are young could not, perhaps, 
be trusted to hold an infant properly. 
There is, then, nothing from the nature 
of the act of holding the infant which 
would make the non-Catholic sister a 
sponsor or detract from the valid and 
lawful exercise of the action of the 
realized 


sponsors. It is besides, of 


course, that a non-Catholic cannot 
validly act as sponsor. 

A further question presents itself: 
Would the act of holding the baby 
during the ceremonies and the baptism 
constitute active participation by a 
non-Catholic in Catholic rites. I think 
that it would not. The fact that the 
non-Catholic sister is holding the baby 
is rather accidental and in no way 
constitutes an active participation in 
the ceremonies or the administration of 
the sacrament. The Catholie sponsors 
will make the responses and perform 
their function of touching the child 
during the baptism. 








QUESTIONS ANSWERED 


It is certainly preferable to have the 
godmother hold an infant during the 
rite of baptism, and, especially in the 
ordinary circumstances of solemn bap- 
tism, not to allow a non-Catholic to 
hold the child. In view of the reasons 
presented, the role of the non-Catholic 
sister being made clear to all eoncerned 
so that any possible scandal or mis- 
interpretation would be avoided, I 
should see no objection to the arrange- 
ment presented in the question. 


Fatima Prayer in Rosary 


Question: Does the inclusion of the 
latina “post-decade” prayer in the 
Rosary affect the gaining of the indul- 
gences attached to the Rosary? 

CRUSADER 

Answer: Canon 934, §2, states that 
indulgences assigned to the recitation 
of particular prayer cease entirely be- 
cause of any addition, omission, or in- 
terpolation. At first sight the ruling 
of Canon 934, §2, seems very severe. 
However, the seeming severity has been 
interpreted by the Sacred Penitentiary 
to mean that the gaining of an indul- 
gence is affected only by a change in 
the substance of prayers.® The inelu- 
sion of the Fatima prayer after the 
decades of the Rosary does not change 
the substance of any of the prayers of 
the Rosary or of the entire Rosary. 
The inclusion of the Fatima prayer 
merely constitutes a pause between the 
decades of the Rosary for the purpose 
of saying another brief prayer; the 
“nost-decade” prayer is not a part of 


the Rosary. 


Evening Mass for Wedding 


Question: Is it permitted to have 
an evening Mass in connection with a 
wedding? 

ATTONITUS 

° AAS, XXVI, p. 363: Bouscaren, Canon 
Law Digest, I, p. 457. 
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Answer: If the question were re- 
versed, the answer would be simple 
enough. There is no general prohibi- 
tion of weddings in connection with 
Mass in the evening. The Ordinary, 
as we know, may permit evening 
Masses for the spiritual good of a 
notable part of the faithful. Excluding 
a local regulation to the contrary, there 
is no legal prohibition against the 
marriage of two Catholics taking pla¢e 
in conjunction with a regularly sched- 
uled evening Mass. Depending on 
local traditions and usage, there may 
or not be practical objections to the 
celebration of nuptials in conjunction 
with the regular schedule of Masses in 
the morning or in the evening. 

Can the Ordinary grant permission 
for an evening Mass so that a marriage 
may be celebrated in conjunction with 
Mass in the evening? A private re- 
sponse was given by the Sacred Con- 
gregation of Rites to a similar question, 
June 21, 1957. It was asked whether 
a Bishop can permit an evening Mass 
on feast days, together with the cele- 
bration of the rite of marriage. The 
Congregation responded: He can per- 
mit it, if the good of a notable part 
of the faithful, not the convenience of 
a single family, demands it.6  Evi- 
dently it is left to the judgment of the 
Ordinary to allow a special evening 
nuptial Mass for the spiritual good of 
the faithful attending a wedding which 
is for special reasons to be celebrated 
in the evening. 


Indult for Second 
Stipend Questioned 


Question: On page 514 of THe 
HoMILETIC AND PastTorAL Review for 
February, 1958, you state: “The ques- 
tion may have arisen because the 
°S.R.C., Caicetan., 21 Junii 1957. Reported 
in Ephemerides Liturgicae, Vol. LX XI, Fasc. 
IV-V, p. 316. 

















QUESTIONS ANSWERED 


pastor is allowed by indult to accept 


a stipend for a second Mass when 
binating on Sundays and_holydays, 


ete.” I have been a pastor for a long 
time and have always been under the 
impression that pastors are not per- 
mitted to accept a stipend for any Mass 
offered on a Sunday or holyday (ex- 
cepting Christmas). And I have never 
heard of an indult granting that per- 
mission. 
City PAsToR 
Answer: City Pastor’s impression 
of the general law of Canon 824, §2, 
as it apples to pastors is entirely cor- 
The that 
says more than one Mass on any day, 
if he applies one Mass from some title 
of justice, a priest may not accept a 


rect. canon states when he 


stipend for another Mass, except on 
The pastor will apply the 
Missa pro populo on all Sundays and 


Christmas. 
holydays. Since his obligation of say- 
ing Mass for his people on these days 
is a matter of justice, the pastor will 
not be able to accept a stipend for 
another Mass or other Masses which 
he may say on Sundays or holydays. 

However, I assure City Pastor that 
indults do exist permitting priests to 
accept a stipend for second Masses said 
on Sundays and holydays, provided the 
stipend is given to the Bishop to be 
used for some charitable or pious cause. 
I know of no indult allowing a priest 
to keep the stipend of a second Mass 
for himself. It was really downright 
provincial of me to mention in passing, 
without explanation, an indult 
which is common enough in this part 
of the country. 


and 


It did not occur to me 
that there would be a city pastor in 
another part of the country who had 
never heard of an indult obtained by 
the Ordinary to permit the acceptance 
of a stipend for a second Mass. My 


sincere apologies. 
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Celebret Issued by Local 
Religious Superior 

Question: Canon 804 speaks of the 
commendatory letter commonly re- 
ferred to as the celebret, which is issued 
by the Ordinary of the place in favor 
of secular priests and by the religious 


superior for religious priests. Is the 
religious superior mentioned in the 


canon only the major superior, or may 

the local superior issue the celebret for 
the priests of his house? 

L.S. 

Answer: It can be accepted as a gen- 

eral principle that when the Code 

speaks of a certain right or power of 


a religious superior and does not further 
specify the term by the addition of the 
adjective “major,” a distinction is not 
being made between major and minor 
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superiors, and the right or power be- 
longs to minor as well as to major su- 
periors. Canon 804, $1, designates the 
religious superior as competent to issue 
the celebret for his own religious sub- 
jects. There is no further specifica- 
tion of the superior as the major su- 
perior. Hence both the major su- 
perior and the minor or local superior 
can issue the celebret for their respec- 
tive subjects. ; 
I suppose the constitutions of a 
religious institute the 
matter by designating the major su- 
perior as the only competent superior 
In the absence 


could restrict 


for issuing the celebret. 
of such a restriction, the local religious 
superior is competent in the matter for 
his own subjects. 
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Revised Woywod on Canon Law 


A PRACTICAL COMMENTARY ON THE 
Cope oF Canon Law (Revised and 
Enlarged Edition). By Stanislaus 
Woywod, O.F.M., LL.B.; revised by 
Callistus Smith, O.F.M., J.C.L. 
(Joseph F. Wagner, Inc., New York, 
1958), pp. 1763. $15.00. 

This commentary on the great legal 
structure of the Church has been so 
widely accepted in its lifetime that it 
‘an almost be tagged a “pastoral man- 
ual” of the American Catholic clergy. 
The Woywod-Smith work is popular 
among seminarians and parish priests 
precisely because it does what its author 
and reviser promised to do—‘“gives a 
ready answer and, in controverted mat- 
ters, presents them with a safe and 
practical opinion backed up by author- 
ity and experience.” 

This reviewer has found former edi- 
tions of the work most helpful in reply- 
ing to questions on ecclesiastical law 
that are received by the “Ask and 
Learn” department of the Register 
newspaper, of which he is an associate 
editor. The new revised edition, con- 
taining important Vatican pronounce- 
ments on canonical matters up to No- 
vember, 1957, is even more valuable. A 
newspaper “morgue” is not always the 
easiest place to find late papal decrees. 

The order of subjects has not been 
changed from the format of former edi- 
tions: canons are treated in their own 
order in the code. The Sacred Congre- 
gation of Studies made it clear that “the 
code must not be modified to fit the 
order of the textbook, but rather the 
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order of the textbook must be adapted 
and accommodated to fit the order of 
the code.” ‘ 

Commenting on Woywod’s work as a 
whole, some canonists criticize the treat- 
ment given some controverted legal 
points as “sketchy,” or as lacking suffi- 
cient detail. This reviewer, however, is 
fully in sympathy with the author, for 
a vastly detailed presentation of numer- 
ous opinions on many matters would 
result in a work so bulky and obfuscated 
as to defeat its purpose. Woywod’s 
Commentary is a handbook, not a re- 
search opus. Additions to the appen- 
dix section are lengthy and of notable 
importance. 

Besides various decrees on religious 
communities, Oriental Rite Baptism, 
marriage impediments, Church prop- 
erty, and Eastern Rite marriage cases, 
the appendix addenda treat fully the 
radical changes made in the rules for 
the Eucharistic fast, Evening Masses, 
and the minister of the sacrament of 
Confirmation. 

The first great change in Eucharistic 
fast regulations came in the apostolic 
constitution of Pope Pius XII dated 
Jan. 6, 1953. At that time the fast was 
mitigated in favor of the sick, both 
priests and faithful; priests in special 
circumstances, and the faithful in 
special circumstances. The papal docu- 


ment has special interest, this reviewer 


believes, in its presentation of the his- 
tory of the Eucharistic fast and the 
modern-day conditions that make a re- 
vision of the fast rules both feasible and 
desirable. 











>~_——_ — 











BOOK REVIEWS 


The extension of the Evening Mass 
privilege followed, with specific rules 
for the use of the privilege. 

The evolution of the Chureh’s disci- 
plinary legislation can be seen in the 
motu proprio “Sacram Communionem,” 
dated March 19, 1957, which also is 
presented in the appendix of the revised 
Commentary. The mitigation of the 
Communion fast regulations apparently 
Was so successful in bringing the faith- 
ful to the sacraments that the Holy 
Father deemed a further loosening of 
the rules advisable. 

The use of a legible type face 
this work is particularly 
arrangement 
whereby the canon itself is followed im- 
mediately by its explanation and appli- 
cation. 

The book’s index is complete and well 
ordered, with paragraph numbers, in- 


throughout 
commendable; also the 


stead of page numbers, used for refer- 
ence as in previous editions. The two 
volumes are included under one cover, 
an additional asset of practicality. 

In surveying a work like the revised 
Commentary, one stands in awe of the 
vast amount of canonical learning and 
or arduous research that must have 
required to make the book a 
The author of a compendium 


been 
reality. 
like this one, the reviewer believes, has 
to have a deeper grasp of his subject 
than does the author of an infinitely 
detailed monograph. The latter can 
write and write and write about his 
topic—usually a very limited one—un- 
til he feels he has exhausted his field. 
The practical commentator must digest 
and capsulize, judiciously, the great 
range of topies included in Church 
legislation. 

Woywod’s aim was to be of the most 
He attained 
him be judged 


immediate practical use. 
it magnificently. Let 
only on what he set out to do. 

Ropert KE. KEKEISEN 


**See Life Steadily” 


A CuriIsTIAN PuHiLosopHy oF Lire. By 
Bernard Wuellner, S.J. (Bruce Pub- 
lishing Co. Milwaukee, 1957), pp. ix 
+ 278. $4.25. 


The best compliment the reviewer can 
pay Father Bernard Wuellner, the 
author of A Christian Philosophy of 
Life, is that he has succeeded admirably 
in measuring up to the demands of the 
title he has chosen. This is in part the 
consequence of his solid grounding: in 
the principles of Thomistie philosophy, 
in part the result of his breadth of 
scholarship (as evidenced in the chapter 
notes which constitute an excellent 
reading program for a study of Chris- 
tian humanism). But the reason for 
the special appeal—the satisfying flesh- 
and-blood helpfulness of the present 
volume—lies particularly in the author’s 
wise decision to imitate Socrates, and to 
concentrate all his philosophical effort 
upon man—man, concrete and existen- 
tial. Throughout the book, the author, 
while using expertly the abstract princi- 
ples so necessary to disentangle the 
knotted problems of human life, never 
becomes “abstract”: his focus is un- 
failingly upon the concrete, living, 
breathing man. It is to contemporary 
man, in all the actual circumstances of 
the present day, that the author ad- 
dresses himself, to help him—if he be 
alert, inquiring, serious in his approach 
to his own life—in his search to know 
himself and the meaning and purpose of 
All of which is simply 
to say that the author recognizes very 
clearly what he has committed him- 
self to in calling his book a philosophy 
of life. As Father Wuellner lays it 





his existence. 


down: 


The philosophy of life does not 
confine itself to any single ordinary 
branch of systematic scholastic phi- 
losophy, as logic or the philosophy of 
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man. For—to be technical—it has 
a material rather than a formal ob- 
ject of study. Around the central 
object, human life, it gathers the re- 
lated questions, issues, and answers 
that come from metaphysics; the 
philosophy of man; the theory of 
knowledge; natural theology; ethics, 
and social philosophy. But this in- 
terweaving of pertinent truths from 
many parts of philosophy gives this 
study a peculiar value in breaking 
down the needless barriers between 
the parts of philosophy and thereby 
unifying, broadening, and deepening 
our vision of man. With such a 
many-sided, picture-window view of 
man’s life, one should be more at 
home in this universe and richer in 
one’s hopes for life everlasting (p. 9). 


With admirable order and clarity the 
author proceeds to this task by first 
listing (in chapter two) eight basie 
questions—the importance of which he 
discusses and explains—and six funda- 
mental criteria of the true answers to 
these questions. The six fundamental 
criteria for testing a philosophy of life 
are simply explications of the Thomistic 
and scholastic rule of philosophical 
truth, i.e., conformity with reality as 
objectively evident; but the author is to 
be congratulated on performing a very 
helpful piece of analysis in his elear 
and succinct statement of the implica- 
tions of the rule of objective evidence 
in these six criteria. The eight basic 
questions selected by the author are: 
What is human life? What is its origin? 
What is its supreme purpose? Why is 
man of special excellence? What are 
man’s essential relationships? What 
kind of life is fullest and richest? What 
can be said with regard to the problem 
of evil in human life? Is there any- 
thing better than natural life? Eight- 
een chapters deal with these eight basic 
questions in their various aspects. The 
treatment of the last question leads (in 
the two closing chapters) to a considera- 
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tion of the contributions of Christ to a 
philosophy of life, and the way in which 
the supernatural life brought by Christ 
excels the natural life and fills up its 
deficiencies. 

Throughout the entire discussion, 
depth of treatment is combined with 
clarity and simplicity of presentation 
in a manner that makes for ready un- 
derstanding on the part of the intelligent 
reader, even one without training in 
philosophy. Realistic, candid, provoc- 
ative, yet unfailingly courteous, Father 
Wuellner exemplifies in an outstanding 
degree the qualities of the Thomistic 
philosopher who “quietly proposes his 
views on human life as fitting all the 
evidence,” and who invites each of his 
readers to exercise his (or her) intellee- 
tual privilege “to agree or disagree with 
him philosophically,” i.e., on grounds of 
evidence—the evidence of “the reality 
of life’s being, causes and bonds.” 

It is scarcely necessary to list the 
particular uses to which this book is 
admirably suited: adult education 
classes inquiry groups, study clubs, ete. 
Rather let it suffice to say: Here is a 
very wise, balanced, and very practical 
and helpful commentary on the deeper 
aspects of human life, presented by a 
cultured, scholarly, and zealous priest. 
Anyone who reads it thoughtfully will 
be greatly helped, not only to “see life 
steadily and see it whole,” but to come 
safely to its divinely appointed goal. 

Owen BENNETT, O.F.M.Conv. 


W histon’s Translation of 
Flavius Josephus 


THe Lire AND WorkKs oF FLAVIUS 
JosEpHus. Translated by William 
Whiston (John C. Winston Company, 
Philadelphia, 1957), xv + 1055 pp. 
$7.50. 


Josephus (37-38—ca. 105 A.D.) was 
a Pharisee and priest at Jerusalem at 
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SprrRITUAL RicHES OF THE 
Rosary Mysteries. By Charles 
J. Callan, O.P., and John F. 
McConnell, M.M. (Joseph F. 
Wagner, Inc., N. ¥.) $3.95. 


The reputation of the authors guar- 
antees the success of the purpose for 
which this new volume on the Rosary 
was written. That purpose is to lay a 
solid scriptural, theological, and histori- 
cal background to each of the fifteen 
Mysteries and to explain in what each 
Mystery consists. Moreover, the auth- 
ors, not content with instructing, lead in 
the recitation of the Rosary with de- 
velopments of a highly spiritual nature 
and point out the practical fruits to be 
derived therefrom for Christian living. 
They envisage a course of conferences in 
which one or two Mysteries are thus 
completely covered. After the series is 
ended, no doubt can remain about the 
richness of the meaning of the Rosary 
Mysteries and of their universal applica- 
tion to a fully integrated spirituality. 


The treatment of the Rosary in this 
manner is praiseworthy beyond words. 
It affords a sure antidote to sentimental- 
ism and shallow pietism. The Rosary 
is given the true place it should occupy 
in the spiritual life, that is immediately 
after the Sacraments, meriting precious 
graces in virtue of its excellence as one 
of the foremost sacramentals. There is 
always danger that the recitation of the 
Rosary will lull the soul into a sort of 
devotional sleep, unprofitable and even 
dangerous in face of the realities of the 
spiritual combat. Thorough meditation 
of these chapters will certainly dispell 
those dreamy dronings of Paters and 
Aves, and awake the stirrings of an active 
search for perfection based on the Joy- 
ful, Sorrowful and Glorious Mysteries 
of our Faith. 


( This is the complete review exactly as pub- 
lished in the February, 1958, issue of 
Emmanuel.) 
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the time of the Jewish rebellion against 
Rome in 66 a.p. As the leader of the 
Jewish insurgents in Galilee, he was de- 
feated by Vespasian who took him into 
his entourage. Having become a freed- 
man at Rome, Josephus added the name 
of the Flavian gens, the house of Ves- 
pasian, to his own. 

To lessen antagonism toward the 
Jews and to defend Judaism in pagan 
eyes, Josephus published between the 
years 75 and 94 a.p., in excellent Greek, 
his two great works: The Wars of the 
Jews and the Antiquities of the Jews. 
A year later he published his Autobiog- 
raphy in order to defend his own part 
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in the uprising. This work together 
with the apologetic composition, Contra 
Appionem, written about 100 a.D., were 
intended to mollify his personal critics 
at Rome as well as to further the cause 
of the Jews. 

Historically, the Wars of the Jews 
is Josephus’ most significant as well as 
being his most interesting work. Here 
he treats in seven books the military 
history of the Jews over a span of 240 
years, culminating in the sanguinary 
destruction of Jerusalem by Titus in 
70 av. Josephus’ testimony is par- 
ticularly important regarding this great 
disaster because he was an eye-witness 
of the events related. The Antiquities 
of the Jews is a lengthy treatment in 
twenty books of Hebrew history from 
the Creation to 66 a.p. Here Josephus 
is not thoroughly reliable. As Steb- 
bings remarks in the Introduction: 
“  . . he [Josephus] deemed it neces- 
sary to modify certain parts of his nar- 
rative, lest the naked facts might 
strengthen, rather than allay, the prej- 
udices which it was his object to over- 
come.” Thus he was not entirely faith- 
ful to the Bible, his main source for most 
of this period, but on the whole he is 
both truthful and accurate. The post- 
Maccabzean section of his work is es- 
pecially useful since it provides trust- 
worthy historical information on the 
state of Judaism preceding the Christian 
era. 

William Whiston (1667-1752), the 
translator of these four works, was a 
controversial character and a specialist 
in mathematies and natural philosophy. 
In 1710 he was deprived of his profes- 
sorship at Cambridge for suspicion of 
Arianism or “Eusebianism.” However, 
his contemporaries had a high regard 
for his absolute honesty and his acute, 
if ill-balanced, intellect. The jacket 
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of the book does not provide any biog- 
raphy of Whiston. 

The information is given, rather 
clearly, that this is the “1957 Edition”’; 
however, it is elsewhere indicated that 
it is actually Whiston’s translation of 
1737. The jacket also lists as a feature 
of the book that it contains “the only 
non-Biblical contemporary reference to 
Jesus in all of ancient literature.” It 
doesn’t say that this passage (Antiqui- 
ties, XVIII, iii) is not universally ac- 
cepted as authentic. However, the re- 
spected Father G. Ricciotti is inclined 
to accept this testimonium flavianum as 
genuine. 

Whiston’s translation is good. Schol- 
ars might object to the rendering of 
some passages, but generally the work 


is acceptable and accurate. But in the 


course of two hundred years the changes 
in language and style of English have 
been considerable, and many of Whis- 
ton’s phrases seem archaic and stiff. 
The 1,000 plus pagination, too, is de- 
ceptive. Actually the total wordage 
would be twice the amount indicated 
since the format has two columns per 
page with a formidable average of fifty- 
five lines per column. 

The print is small but not tiny, and 
the style proves cumbersome if read for 
extended periods. Whiston’s work is 
not so graceful as that of the four 
volume edition (1924) of the National 
Library based on Havercamp’s render- 
ing, nor as clear as the Thackeray- 
Marcus translation published in the 
Loeb Classical Library (seven volumes, 
1926-1943). But for reference pur- 
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poses of the general reader or for the 
browser, this well-made volume with 
its detailed index and attractive bind- 
ing would be a welcome addition for 
those interested in the complete Jo- 
sephus. A dozen editions of this single 
volume translation attest the popularity 
of Whiston’s work. 

BrorHer Austin O’MALtey, F.S.C. 
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Better known to American and Brit- 
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Father Anthony Stephenson, 8.J., than 
for his academic skill as a dogmatic 
theologian, Dr. Mascall, we are de- 
lighted to observe, has crossed swords 
with that modernistie school of pseudo- 
theology (condemned by Pius X’s 1907 
Lamentabili) which. still that 
conversation with the Deity, vocal or 
mental, or about Him, is meaningless. 
Dr. Mascall proceeds to show in this 
brief thesis that not only does God 
exist, but that discourse with Him is 
actually far from meaningless. His all 
but last chapter undertakes to propose 
a tenable alternative in his and our 
theory of communication with God, one 
which seems to be entirely within the 
orbit of orthodox ratiocination. 

It is on page vii of his Foreword that 
the author exposes the object of his 


book: 


insists 


The facet remains that anyone who 
argues about the existence of God (or, 
for that matter, anyone who argues 
against it) must be prepared to meet 
not only the accusation that his state- 
ments are untrue, but also the accusa- 
tion that they are meaningless. 


The investigation of this problem of 
belief 
versus empiricism becomes the burden 
of the six chapters of his slim book. As 
soon as he has replied to the question 


versus unbelief, traditionalism 


| which he asks in his first chapter, “Is 
Theological Discourse Possible?”’, Dr. 


Maseall engages to demonstrate that 
it is, and very much so. This he does 
by exploring the possibilities of the 
famed axiom we all memorized as stu- 
dents of philosophy: “nihil est in in- 
tellectu quod non prius fuit in sensibus.” 
Old Bishop Berkeley erred in his in- 
terpretation of this principle. But all 
he gained by doing so was immortal 
fame through a limerick of Ronald 
Knox and an anonymous reply it in turn 
earned. 
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His third chapter brilliantly demol- 
ishes the empiricism of Braithwaite by 
a candid examination of “Theism With- 
out God.” He ends this chapter with a 
surprisingly witty remark: “If you 
start where he starts, you are likely to 
end where he ends.”” But your reviewer 
acknowledges his personal debt to the 
author of the chapter which suggested 
the caption of his review. Dr. Mascall 
generously recalled the recollection of 
a story he had once heard. He relates 
it on page 61. 

A well written, and entirely logical, 
summation of his arguments follows 
Chapter V, wherein, after freeing us 
from the empiricism of Braithwaite 
(and, prior to him, of Kant, Locke, 
Hume, et alu), he proffers his own 
theory of communication with the 
Deity. His summation is lucidly ex- 
pressed: 


We have been concerned with one 
central task, that of providing a ra- 
tional justification for the activities 
of thinking and of talking about God. 

My hope is that I have done 
something to show that the discourse 
of Christian theology and religion is 
neither psittacistic (1.e., parrot-like) 
nonsense nor disguised pep-talk, but 
is rational conversation of a unique 


type, which has its own peculiar 
method and discipline. 
Is it untrue to say that Thomas 


Aquinas, John of the Cross and, over 
all, Paul the Apostle would nod a hearty 
agreement? 

Need we add that Dr. Maseall’s book 
is exactly not bedside fare, but neither 
is it fare that is at home only in the 
climate of the seminary classroom. 
Those who are endowed with an onto- 
logical frame of mind will also enjoy 
this little thesis of a distinguished An- 
glican minister. 

PauL SULLIVAN 
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Van Noort’s Second Volume 


Doc ATIC THEOLOGY, VOL. Il: 
Curist’s CHurcH. By Msgr. G. Van 
Noort; translated and_ revised by 
John J. Castelot, S.S., and William 
R. Murphy, 8.8. (Newman Press, 
Westminster, Md., 1957). Pp. xxviii 
+ 428. $7.00. 

In 1955, the first volume of Msgr. 
Van Noort’s work in dogmatic theology 
(The True Religion) was translated by 
these same priests. Their work was 
very favorably received and reviewed. 
In Clergy Review (1956 p. 547) Davies 


commented regarding the author: 
“Their choice is a good one.” Of the 


translation he says: “Let me at once 
give full marks for the translation. 
The style is vigorous, clear, and re- 
freshingly idiomatic, but with an 
American flavor.” With regard to the 
revision he remarked: “They could 
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have done more than they have”; but 
what they did, he calls “useful.” Fr 
De Letter, S.J., reviewed the first vol- 
ume in Clergy Monthly (1956 p. 276) ; 
he, too, commends the choice of Van 
Noort and finds the translation “re- 
markably well done.” He continues: 
“The presentation is extremely clear. 
The synoptic tables prefixed to each 
chapter or section are really helpful. 
The proof reading is nearly perfect.” 
In the pages of this Review (1956, p. 
879) Fr. Th. J. Zubek, O.F.M., compli- 
mented the translators on “a_ fine 
achievement.” 

All that these reviewers have said 
regarding the first volume is equally 
true of this present volume on Christ’s 
Church. In many points this second 
volume presents an even greater 
“achievement,” beginning well with a 
new, carefully prepared, up-to-date 
general bibliography. 

The treatise is divided into two sec- 
tions: the first studies the Church 
from the outside, giving us an apolo- 
getic demonstration of the fact that the 
Roman Catholic Church is the very 
Church founded by Jesus Christ; the 
second views the Church from the in- 
side, giving us a theological description 
of the structure of the Church, its hier- 
archical organization, its powers and 
its mysterious supernatural life. There 
are some major revisions in this new 
edition. A new chapter on the Mysti- 
cal Body has been written and, in con- 
nection with it, a special bibliography 
is given. Whereas in Van Noort’s work 
this chapter consisted of only a few 
paragraphs and was to be found in the 
apologetic section, it has now been 
placed as an opening to the dogmatic 
There is also a doe- 
Van Noort taught 
that “Gratia sanctificans 


part of the book. 
trinal improvement. 
merito 


vocatur anima Ecclesiae” (n. 74). 





; 
| 
; 
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The revised translation adopts the 
sounder teaching: “The Holy Spirit is 
the Soul of this body which is the 
Church.” Whereas the question of 
Church and State was treated by Van 
Noort in the form of an appendix, it 
has now grown into a full chapter, tak- 
ing into consideration the teaching of 
Leo XIII as well as of later popes. 
Again a special bibliography completes 
this chapter. The chapters dealing 
with the members of the Church and 
the necessity of the Church for salva- 
tion have been brought up to date ac- 
doctrine of Mystici 
Corporis and modern ecclesiological 
writings. The statistics and informa- 
tion concerning the dissident Christian 
Churches have been completely over- 


cording to the 


hauled. An appendix has been added 
on the primacy text in Matthew. The 
three complete 
Proper Names, 


work concludes with 
indexes of Scripture, 
General Subjects. 

A few minor inexactitudes may be 


page 210, n. 22, 
.’ should 


pointed out. On 
“Russischen Christenthum . . 
Chr.” The 
transliteration from the Greek on page 
284 must be “hierois.” On page 148, 
and also in the index, Meindertz is 


be “Russisches correct 


listed as the author of Jesus und die 
(1908). The name of 
the author is Meinertz who, by the 


Heidenmission 


way, is mentioned several times in the 
book. And it would have been better 
to refer to the second and revised edi- 
tion of his work, published in the series 
of “Neutestamentliche Abhandlungen, 
Miinster, 1925.” As for the statisties 
of various Christian Churches, round 
numbers would be more preferable. It 
sounds a little strange, for example, to 
read “that the total number of Protes- 
tants in the world today is estimated at 
199,672,321” (p. 180) and to note that 


by page 185 the Protestants have al- 
ready increased to 204,566,009. 
Leaving aside these minor points, 
this revised translation is a real success 
and should prove its worth to student 
and teacher alike, as well as to the 
educated layman. 
Fwe.is Buck, 8.J. 


Guardini on Mental Prayer 


PRAYER IN Practice. By Romano 
Guardini; translated by Prince Leo- 
pold of Loewenstein-Wertheim (Pan- 
theon Books, 1957), pp. vi + 228. 
$3.50. 

In this book Msgr. Guardini intends 
to place in our hands a practical guide 
to encourage and lead us in the way of 
mental prayer. His is a disposition of 
mind that turns the principles of mental 
prayer inside out in the hope of acquir- 
ing a clear, personal appreciation of all 
their practical implications. We sus- 
pect that he is constantly asking him- 
self: What does it really mean and how 
can I best explain it to the ordinary 
Catholic? His words naturally flow out 
in an earnest, vigorous style; there are 
many original insights and thought- 
provoking ideas. This has its advan- 
tages, but also its disadvantages. 

The greatest value of the book lies 
in the treatment of inward “collected- 
ness’—the interior disposition always 
necessary for mental prayer but par- 
ticularly in our modern age. The realm 
of prayer is that “holy place or ground” 
deep within the soul, where “God has 
revealed Himself to us, dwells among 
us (and) gives us His love.” To enter 
this inner sphere of our soul we must 
step outside the stream of restlessness 
around us and retreat to that fixed cen- 
ter within, “which, like the hub of a 
wheel, governs our movements and 
from which all our actions go out and 
to which they return. . . . Collectedness 
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means that he who prays gathers him- 
self together, directs his attention on 
to what he is doing, draws in all thought 
—a painstaking task—so as to dedicate 
himself to prayer as a unified whole” 
15). 
the presence of God. 


(p. There he awakens, alert to 
The author em- 
phasizes the active part taken by God 
for whom “there 
even the coldness of our hearts, for He 
will reveal Himself to those who perse- 


vere in faith” (p. 44). 


are no barriers, not 


tepeatedly he 


insists upon this most encouraging 
thought: we cannot approach God 


without being drawn still closer by the 
mighty power of His goodness. 
Because of his practical point of 
view, he realizes that each man is an 
individual person, uniquely different 
from everyone else. And it is precisely 
at prayer that he is most of all himself. 
The person who speaks with God in 
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prayer is “not the vague ‘I’ of everyday 
life, (but) that ‘I’ which makes 
me responsible for my existence, that 
‘T’—humble and poor though it be— 
unique and irreplaceable, which God 
had in mind when He created me and 
to which the words apply: ‘God and 
my soul and nothing else in the world.’ 
That ‘I’ 
(p. 21). ; 


The way in which the author comes 


awakens only before God” 


to personal grips with theological prob- 
lems as well as his constant determina- 
tion to express his thoughts in intelligi- 
ble words puts a ring of sincerity in all 
that he says. It urges the priest and 

never to hide behind the 
technical formulas, but to 
wrestle with the truth and capture its 
hidden the many 
places where he shows the philosopher 
and theologian how to present Christian 
truths in modern phraseology can be 
listed: the explanation of personality 
(pp. 25-26, 103), the praise of God (p. 
73), the dependence of all things upon 
God (pp. 78, 87-96), the psychology of 
how words elarify thought (pp. 120, 
121), and the relation between divine 
providence and the prayer of petition 
(p. 172). 

The endeavor to express his thought 


seminarian 
cloak of 


meaning. Among 


in a personal way has been taken to 
extreme. In judgment many 
priests, religious and educated laymen 
will be confused, if not annoyed, by the 
free abandonment with which the au- 
thor disregards accepted terminology. 
It is hardly proper to refer to discursive 
meditation as “contemplative prayer” 
He tells us that 
mystie vision “has a precise meaning. 
It stands for a definite experience of 
God and of things divine” (p. 151). 
This is hardly a clear definition. His 
arguments for the necessity of mental 


our 


as he does in ch. 5. 


prayer (pp. 2-8), like his explanation of 
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Christian faith (pp. 138, 207), 
unconvincing for he nowhere makes a 
the natural 
and supernatural life of the Christian 
soul. 


seem 


clear distinction between 
He complains that “the word 
‘Providence’ is often used rather loosely 
with no more than a vague or ill-de- 
57). Yet nowhere 


He 


fails to see the true distinction between 


fined meaning” (p. 1 


does he himself define its meaning. 


liturgical and private prayer (ch. 9). 


Few would agree with his remarks 


about the rosary that “anyone who is 
inwardly not at peace or is troubled by 
would be ad- 
131). His 


rethinking of old truths and original 


religious problems 


vised to leave it alone” (p. 


way of explaining them would have 
been greatly aided by carefully formu- 
lated definitions and adherence to ac- 
cepted terminology. 

However, our most serious eritieism 
of the book is this: although it gives 
good advice for the general dispositions 
of soul necessary for mental prayer (as 
the title of the 


Betens, 


German book states, 


Vorschule des Preparatory 
School for Prayer), yet it is not at all 
helpful in telling a beginner precisely 
what to do when he kneels down to 
And the weakest link in the 
the the 


transition to more simplified prayer. 


prayer. 


chain is attempt to describe 
For this reason we judge that the book 
will be stimulating for priests and reli- 
cious, but will leave something lacking 


for a layman just beginning mental 
prayer. 

Finally, we wonder why the transla- 
tor did not use the new Confraternity 
edition of Seripture, at least where the 
older version differs from the inspired 
text (p. 154). 

CARROLL STUHLMUELLER, C.P. 
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Nostrae). 


The holy, 
lives of these secular saints and 
blesseds are an inspiration for 


their stories 


adventurous, selfless 


seminarians, priests in every walk 
of life, and for religious and the 
laity at large. $3.95 
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reader, to inspire him to adapt the 
spirituality of the saint of the day 
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Folly and Wisdom 


THe Praise or Wispom. By Edward 
L. Surtz, S.J. (Loyola University 
Press, Chicago, 1957), pp. xi + 402. 


Due to a fellowship granted to the 
author by the John Simon Guggenheim 
Memorial Foundation, Saint Thomas 
More’s classic, Utopia, has been given 
expert analysis in The Praise of Wis- 
dom. Sixth in the scholarly Jesuit 
Studies series, this recent work investi- 
humanism of Sir Thomas 
More (and of his alter ego Erasmus as 
well) in relation to the philosophy he 
advocated for a reform of each depart- 
ment of the Christian state, and on the 
very eve of the Protestant Reformation. 
As the Saint explained, a medieval 
world tottering upon the brink of an- 
nihilation might save itself by achieving 
in the theological and Christian order a 
triumph not equal but greater than the 
glorious triumph attained by his ideal 
pagan state. If nature and philosophy 
were able to promote such grandeur, 
what might not revelation and grace be 
successful in providing? 

More and Erasmus are closely and 
skillfully interwoven into the fabric of 
this critical analysis. How could it 
have been otherwise when Erasmus 
hailed More as his very personality. 
Both men appreciated the magnitude of 
the problem which sensuality, irreligion, 
worldliness, tyranny had created in the 
final phase of the medieval period 
which they had in mind, and whose 


gates the 


abuses each strove mightily to reduce. 
Erasmus had aimed his Praise of Folly 
at the much-needed reform of the 
Western Church and the Western State. 
His thesis evoked a storm of indigna- 
tion. More’s Utopia in praise of wis- 
dom was welcomed with a chorus of 
While the latter work is pat- 
ently a complement of the former, it 


praise. 
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was unfortunate that Erasmus had pro- 
vided tinder to fire the faggots of anti- 
Catholicism. 

Father Surtz’s examination of More's 
Utopia ought to be read with the origi- 
nal text as a companion volume. Even 
without the original text at hand, The 
Praise of Wisdom will be read by 
priests and by scholars with mounting 
interest. Questions which agitated the 
stream of pre-Reformation thought, 
and which still agitate the stream of 
contemporary thought, constantly en- 
gage the attention of the reader: _ tol- 
eration; euthanasia; suicide; family 
and marriage; divorce; adultery; forni- 
‘vation; war. A detail as small and 
obscure as the actual inscription read 
by St. Paul on the altar in Athens was 
given by Erasmus and is recorded by 
Father Surtz. Actually the inscription 
which the Apostle translated “To the 
Unknown God” read, “To the Gods of 
Asia and Europe and Africa—To Un- 
known and Alien Gods.” The in- 
triguing mystery of the dead and their 
activities, investigated by Augustine 
and Gregory and Thomas Aquinas, is 
investigated anew by More, and the 
opinions of each are stated by the 
author. Recalling that even Dives was 
concerned about the fate of his breth- 
ren, the more probable opinion of theo- 
logians seems to be that of Aquinas. 
At least More this: the 
blessed see their relatives and friends 
upon this earth; they perceive our ven- 
eration for them; they actually hear 
with the inner ear the prayers and 
suffrages offered to them and for them. 

The excellent summation of Utopia, 
which the author presents in the final 
paragraph on page 20, he reiterates no 
less vigorously in the last paragraph of 


his book: 


concedes 


If the Utopians, by the light of rea- 
son alone, could keep even a natural 
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religion on a high plane, how much 
more, with the help of revelation and 
grace, should Western Christianity, 
head and members, institute a reform 
that would present to the world the 
Chureh of Christ ‘in all her glory, 
not having spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, but . holy and with- 
out blemish” (Ephesians 5:27). 


PauL R. Rust, O.M.1. 


A Word on 


Recent Publications 


The Worship of the Church. By Wil- 
liam J. O’Shea, 8.8. This is a precious 
addition to studies on liturgy. It is a 
comprehensive view of the entire field 
of Christian worship, and embodies 
much that is the fruit of recent research. 
Although it is authoritative in its pres- 
entation, the style flows easily and 
makes really delightfully informative 
reading. The range is vast: nature of 
liturgy; its history; vestments; the 
Mass; the Office, ete. It would serve 
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EDITORIAL. 


The Priest as Propagandist 


“ee 
Propazinda” is not a nasty word despite the unsavory uses to which it 
is sometimes put. In fact, the first meaning Webster’s gives is: “R.C.Ch., The Congre- 
gation of Propaganda,” and the dictionary further qualifies the definition: “A plan for 
the propagation of a doctrine or system of principles.” 

Propaganda is a cater-cousin to advertising, and centuries before the admen along 
New York’s Madison Avenue dreamed up “hard sells” and “soft sells,” St. Paul estab- 
lished a solid reputation as the best advertiser and salesman of Christian doctrine ever. 

Exclaimed St. Don Bosco: “The devil makes a splash. We will make one too! The 
devil is up to date. So are we!” He knew that the Church needs buildings for its 
religious, charitable and educational goals. Buildings are made of bricks and stone. 
Bricks and stones and men to lay them, cost money. To get money, the saint and his 
causes had to be known by people, and thus he became an indefatigable publicity-seeker. 

»Don Bosco distributed portraits of himself by the thousand. He posed in a variety 
of costumes, v.g., wearing a neckband in Paris and a biretta in Spain. When the founder 
of the Salesians died, there was no corner of the Catholic world where his name and 
picture were unfamiliar. His avid advertising and propaganda campaign is one good 
reason why his spiritual sons have achieved immense glory for God and good for souls. 

We know of instances where priests exerted themselves to propagandize some par- 
ticular phase of the apostolate, only to become the objects of carping critics whose tongue 
alone was overworked. God knows how many wonderful undertakings, begun by 
zealous but sensitive priests, have died aborning, smothered under sacerdotal ridicule. 

There can be few Bishop Sheens. But what priest can’t reach thousands of minds by 
writing to Time, for instance, and offering praise or blame for a good or shoddy job of 
reporting matters Catholic? If a parish is to be host to a famous preacher, why shouldn't 
this be publicized in any way possible? How valid are the objections sometimes heard 


” 


against using professional fund-raisers for parish drives? These “for instances” can be 
indefinitely multiplied. 

As a class, priests are mediocre propagandists who vastly underrate, in practice if not 
in theory, the value of advertising the one thing this bedeviled world needs most: our 
Faith. It is a tragic thing to mistake the hiding of light under a 
bushel for the virtue of humility. 

Christ never ordered us to be reticent about our religion or its 
works. We need only be humble about the little we’ve done in 


helping to bring its saving truths to our fellowmen. 


AIDAN M. CARR, O.F.M.Conv. 


Associate Editor 














Plan for Tomorrow... 
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APRIL 1958 


OUR SLOGAN FOR THE MONTH 


“Obstacles do not keep us from our goal... 
Underestimating our potential does.” 


OUR HELPFUL HINT 
FOR THE MONTH 


Be sure to consult with Foley Associates 
before making your final decision. 


DID YOU KNOW... 


Church membership is increasing more rapidly than population. 
Births are at the rate of 11,000 or more daily. 














Foley Associates has the most complete follow-up program 
in the fund raising field. - 


Write, Phone or Wire Collect 


Executive Offices: 


If You Need Money For. . . 


A NEW CHURCH, RECTORY, OR CONVENT Professional Bldg., Rochester 4, N. Y. 
| A NEW PAROCHIAL OR HIGH SCHOOL BAker 5-2664 
REDUCTION OF MORTGAGE OR DEBT Midwestern Office: 


312 E. Wisconsin, Milwaukee 
A DIOCESAN APPEAL MOTHER HOUSE Branch Offices: 


AN INCREASE IN WEEKLY PARISH INCOME New York Miami 
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ORGANIZED EXCLUSIVELY FOR CATHOLIC FUND RAISING 





Mere technical compliance with the 
Canon is not enough. The Clergy and 
| Religious know that other considera- 
tions qualify Will & Baumer Beeswax 
candles as appropriate symbols to rep- 
resent eternal truths, piety and devo- 
f | tions... 











SYMBOLICALLY APPROPRIATE... the correct bal- 
ance is maintained between wax, wick and flame 
to form the perfect symbol. The wax is fed to 
the wick slowly and steadily, causing them to 
burn quietly, cleanly and evenly. 


PURITY OF PRODUCT . . . only the finest grade vir- 
gin beeswax, selected from world-wide markets, 
tested for purity and refined to eliminate any 
trace of dross. 


CRAFTSMANSHIP ... by master chandlers, who 
havé ever in mind the sacred purpose for which 
these candles are intended. 


MANUFACTURING INTEGRITY AND SERVICE... 
proven by Will & Baumer’s more than 100 years 
of making beeswax candles for the Catholic 
Church . . . and by a skilled organization of 
service personnel and dealers conveniently 
located to provide the ultimate in product ful- 
fillment. 
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